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Period _____

Analyzing the Story “Flowers for Algernon”
When you are engaged in reading a story, you respond to it as if the events described are somehow “real”. This is called the willing suspension of disbelief.

However, afterwards you start to think about how the story works, how the author has achieved the effects that gave the story its impact. This is called analysis.

Today you are going to identify the techniques that Daniel Keyes uses in the story, and say how effective they are. This is called evaluation.

Write a brief plot summary of what happens in the story.

Form

What form does the story take? ______________________________________

How does the form help us respond to the story?

How is the form technically necessary?

Structure
Obviously, the overall structure of the story (the way the story is ordered or constructed) is “the rise and fall of Charlie Gordon”.

Keyes uses several plot devices to show us how Charlie gains in intellect after the operation. In the table below, there are several aspects of  Charlie’s pre-operation which you should explain; then identify their mirror images post-operation.

	Pre-operation
	Post-operation

	Charlie’s general spelling and punctuation:


	

	The inkblot test:


	

	The thematic apperception test:


	

	The races with Algernon:


	

	Charlie’s rabbit’s foot and lucky penny:


	

	His attitude to his workmates, the doctors and to Miss Kinnian:


	


The climax or turning point is Algernon died.
How is the importance of this marked stylistically?

What is the effect of it coming well after the halfway point of the story?

How is this justified textually?

Irony

There is a lot of dramatic irony in the story (where we know more than the narrator). How is this so of:
They’re really my friends…
I can’t wait to be smart…
When I become intelligent …then maybe I’ll be like everyone else 
It seems to me that anyone… 
What is the situational irony of the increase in Charlie’s intelligence 
Bonus questions (extra 5 points)
Daniel Keyes titled this story “Flowers for Algernon.” Why do you think he chose this title? What do you think would be a better title?

Conflict
a) Internal: a struggle within a character like guilt, desires, etc.

b) External: a struggle between a character and another character or force

  character vs. character
character vs. nature
       character vs. society
Identify and explain some of the conflicts in this story.

	Character vs. Self
	Explanation

	1. Wants to be smart
	Goes to adult night school



	2. Wants to fit in
	Goes to a bar and a party



	3.


	

	
	

	Character vs. Character
	Explanation

	1. Charlie vs. Algernon
	

	2. Charlie vs. 


	

	3. Dr. Nemur vs, Dr. Strauss

	

	4. 

	

	Character vs. Society
	Explanation

	1. Charlie vs. the people at the factory

	

	2.


	

	Character vs. Nature
	Explanation

	1.  Charlie vs. his retardation


	

	2. 
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