Heidi Weiner/Multimodality CAP
Multi-modality and Interactive Lessons/Publishing Ideas

www.vtaide.com  (Interactive Assessment )

Good interactive assessment worksheets. Students may work in small groups or pairs to find solutions to math problems. Strategies include “divide and adjust”, working backwards, or starting with the given piece of information. 

http://www.kongregate.com/games/garbuzgames/screw-the-nut
This is an interactive game using various principles of physics and problem solving. Students must get the nut on the end of a screw by figuring out the underlying principle that governs how the various components work. Students develop an understanding of simple machines in the process. This is an excellent activity for developing critical thinking skills.
www.http://avoision.com/pechakucha
This site enables classes to a multi-sensory slide show with pictures and their own voices. Each student may be given one or two slides to present his/her aspect of a class project. The ePecha Kucha format has restrictions: namely, 20 slides, on display for 20 seconds each. A class project may be displayed during Open House or an introduction may be played to greet parents on Back to School Night.
Visit: www.http://joelschat.com/
To view completed Pecha Kucha projects. 
http://www.eastoftheweb.com/
Stories:

This site offers online fables and famous short stories that can be read by pairs as part of an ELA activity. When you visit the site, follow this path:  “short stories,” then “children’s,” then “classic”. Famous authors include Aesop, Andersen, Baum, Wilde etc. This site gives students practice reading short fictional passages online, which can be combined with other given activities.
Word Games:  The following two games are grade appropriate for 5th and 6th grade.

Story Man is an excellent game of word-guessing based on categories.  
Eight Letters is a game that requires students to create words from eight scrambled letters. The letters may be rearranged to help the player “see” new words.

http://kids.mongabay.com/school-lessons/about/ (Great for Science/Social Studies)

Provides teachers and students with an opportunity to collaborate and learn about current environmental and social justice issues. The lessons promote deep, conceptual knowledge about scientific phenomena, while the activities evoke dynamic interactions with peers, teachers, parents, science educators, and scientists to actively co-construct knowledge and engage in scientific inquiry projects. Since the lessons and activities are flexible, students can make choices based on their interests. This makes the learning experience personally meaningful and relevant to each student. All lessons and activities are Common Core aligned. http://kids.mongabay.com/lesson_plans/ (lesson plans)
Some Topics include:

Mammals







Water Cycle

Photosynthesis

Exploring Ecosystems

Doing Scientific Inquiry in Local Ecosystems

Rain forests (various concepts)

Indigenous Peoples

Deforestation

Conservation

