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Lesson 1:  What Does Jack want?  What Does He Need? 
 
Overview:  
After listening to a read aloud of Jack and the Beanstalk, students will compare and contrast 
Jack’s needs and wants and complete a T-chart. 
 

Suggested time allowance: 1 class period 
Standards: 

• SS.4.1:  The study of economics requires an understanding of major economic concepts 
and systems, the principles of economic decision making, and the interdependence of 
economies and economic systems throughout the world. 

• RL.1.1:  Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
• RL.1.2:  Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their 

central message or lesson. 
• RL.1.9a: With prompting and support, students will make cultural connections to text and 

self. 
• L.1.5a:  With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. Sort words into categories 
(e.g., colors, clothing) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories represent. 

• W.1.6: With guidance and support from adults, explore a variety of digital tools to 
produce and publish writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 
Essential Unit Questions: 

• How do communities allow people to fulfill wants and needs? 
 
Resources/Materials for this lesson: (Recommended book is bold) 

• Kellogg, Steven. Jack and the Beanstalk. New York, NY: William Morrow Inc., 1997 
or any classic version of the Jack and the Beanstalk tale. This is a story about a 
boy named Jack who begins an adventure in the clouds when he wakes to find a 
beanstalk outside his window. 

• Ring, Susan. Needs and Wants. Yellow Umbrella Books: Coughlan Publishing, 2003.  
Presents the things that everyone needs, as well as things some people want, and invites 
the reader to consider his or her own wants and needs. 

• Large T-Chart labeled “Needs” and Wants.”  (included) 
• Magazines, catalogs, flyers 
• Scissors, glue,  
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• Large piece of construction paper for each student 
• SMART Board Activity (included) Students learn about needs and wants and listen to an 

interactive story, "Jack and the Beanstalk." 
• "Jack and the Beanstalk." BBC, 2011. 10 June 2011. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/misc/stories/jackandthebeanstalk/ 
This link is provided to give access to the story for those who don't have a SMART 
Board. 

• Olson, Gillia. Needs and Wants.  Pebble Books, Capstone Press, 2008. Describes the 
concept of needs and wants and making choices between the two. 

• "The Difference Between Needs and Wants." Discovery Education Streaming. 16:00 10 
segments. Subscription Required. 
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=279EB2E7-5F86-48E8-
BDC8-7701DD9B80A2&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US 
Two young friends wake up and find themselves on a desert island where the 'Genie of 
Wise Choices' lives. While there, the genie helps the children understand the importance 
of making good choices as they are faced with the difficult task of choosing between an 
essential need or a desired want. Water, food, clothing, shelter, and clean air are all 
introduced and discussed as your students learn about the difference between a need 
and a want. 

• Kerpoof.com. June 2012. Use the "Spell a Picture" activity in Day 2 “Needs and Wants” 
activity.  Note: This is a free website that allows teachers to set up a teacher account 
and add students to his/her account. Students get log in cards that they can use to 
access the activities and save their work. 

Activities/Procedures: 
1) Introduce the concept of needs and wants.  (Needs such as food, clothing, and shelter, 

are things we must have to exist.  Wants are goods and services  that people would like to 
have but are not necessary to live.)  Have a class discussion on the two concepts drawing 
examples from the children’s lives. 

2) Read aloud the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. Discuss the following questions: 
• Why does Jack go to market to sell the cow?  Accept all student responses.   
• What do Jack and his mother need to survive?  Record all answers on a t-chart 

divided into two sections; Needs and Wants.  Guide answers to the appropriate 
side of the chart by revisiting the definitions when necessary. 

• Do Jack’s needs and wants change every time he visits the giant? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/misc/stories/jackandthebeanstalk/
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=279EB2E7-5F86-48E8-BDC8-7701DD9B80A2&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=279EB2E7-5F86-48E8-BDC8-7701DD9B80A2&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US
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• Do you think Jack “needed” the gold or “wanted” the gold? Why?  Allow all 
student responses.  Encourage students to explain their answers.  

3) Provide students with magazines, flyers, catalogs and a large piece of construction paper. 
Give them the following directions:  

• fold the construction paper in half vertically and label one side NEEDS and 
the other side WANTS 

• cut out pictures of needs and wants from the magazines, flyers, and catalogs 
• glue them on the T-chart to make a collage. 

4) Let students share their collages and discuss similarities and differences in their 
choices. 

 
Day 2 
 
1) Using the free program Kerpoof (kerpoof.com), have students enter words for their needs 
and wants (e.g., house, toy, hamburger, doll, etc.) As they type in the words, spelled correctly, a 
picture will appear and they will get to add that to their picture. They can then print out the 
picture with the vocabulary. 
 
2) Have students write a short paragraph about their needs and wants, based on the word list 
printed on the picture. 
 
Evaluation/Assessment: 

• Completed collages with pictures on the correct side of the construction paper 
• Verbal responses to questions 
 

Vocabulary 
 

needs things that people like to have but do not need to survive 
wants goods and services that people would like to have but are not 

necessary to live. 
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