
Skill 23: Search the Web 
For this lesson plan, students will need the use of a computer in pairs. 

 
 
 

Students will be able to (SWBAT): 
1. Define the skill Search the Web and identify why the skill is important. 
2. Develop a plan to improve their own proficiency in the skill Search the Web. 

 
Provided Materials: Skill 23: Search the Web – Development Plan 
 

 
Skill Definition: Search the Web means using the Internet to obtain relevant information quickly 
and efficiently. 
 

 
Warm Up Brainstorm (5-10 minutes): Write the provided skill definition on the board for 
students to copy in their notes.  Ask the students what a search engine is and to give an example. 
After Google and Yahoo are brought up (explain that Wikipedia is not a search engine, if necessary), 
ask the class how they would search the Web for a long, very specific phrase in an article. When they 
are less sure of their answer, explain that searching the Web involves more than just typing 
something into Google and hitting enter.  Ask students if they have ever been unable to find 
something they were looking for on a search engine, and why that might be.  Students should write 
down the following tactics are useful in executing searching strategies: 

 Search for specific phrases (advanced searches) 

 Use academic databases 

 Distinguish between scholarly and non-scholarly articles 

 Use sites that provide citations 
 
Guided Activity (20-25 minutes): Divide the class into pairs, and set up each pair with a computer 
with Internet access. Give each pair the hardcopy of a newspaper article for them to find on a search 
engine of their choosing (make sure there is no website or source on the hardcopy).  Instruct them 
to use the various search tips on this website:  
http://www.learnwebskills.com/search/engines.html  
to find the source of the article.  They should try different tips to see which one(s) gets them the 
article most quickly.  When each pair is finished have them share out the most useful tips for finding 
their information the fastest AND why it is important to know these tips instead of just randomly 
searching for something.  
 
Independent Practice (5-10 minutes): Students complete the Skill 23: Search the Web – 
Development Plan. 
 
Evaluation: Assess the quality of the plans completed by the students and provide feedback using 
Part Three of this manual; compare to the responses they gave for Skill 23 in their initial Student 
Skills Assessment.  
 

 

  



Skill 23: Search the Web – Development Plan 
 
Name:         Date:      
 
Directions: Give yourself a rating of 1, 2, 3, or 4 in this skill, with 1 indicating poor proficiency and 

4 indicating excellence in the skill. Provide evidence for your rating. 

Rating:  ____ 

Evidence:  

 

 

 

 

Where do you want to be in six months and how will you measure your progress? 

 

 

 

 

List academic and non-academic activities to help you achieve your goal in six months, using the 

back of this page if necessary.  Each activity should be a specific academic experience, class, 

community service project, extra-curricular activity, internship or job.  List them in order from the 

most important to the least important. 

 

 

 

 

 


