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Title/Topic of Lesson: The Media’s Portrayal of The DREAM Act

Subject/Grade Level: 11th grade Civics and Government

Essential “Guiding Question”: Has the media’s portrayal of The DREAM Act helped or hindered the bill’s chances of passing in Congress? Why or why not?

Florida Sunshine State Standards Addressed in this Lesson:


✔ SS.912.C.2.13 Analyze various forms of political communication and evaluate for bias, factual accuracy, omission, and emotional appeal. 
Learning Objectives:


✏ Students will be able to articulate what The DREAM Act is and its intended purpose. 


✏ Students will be able to identify various media outlets bias toward The DREAM Act.
Lesson Content: 


The DREAM Act, also known as Development, Relief, and Education for Alien Minors, was a bill first introduced in the Senate ten years ago, back in August of 2001. This legislative proposal, if passed by Congress, would put the children of illegal immigrants on the road to citizenship. As the law sees it now, this group of about 65,000 affected adolescents are considered illegal immigrants, just like their parents, regardless of whether or not they were born here or the age at which they arrived to this country. One thing this particular minority group shares, is the fact that they are all high school graduates with bright futures in store. This act would allow students to continue their education by offering six years of temporary residency here in the U.S.. During this time period, each individual would be expected to complete a checklist in order to establish permanent residency at the end of the agreement, including the completion of two years at a higher learning institution. However, while this issue may seem like a no brainer, there has been much political debate over the passing of this bill, including most recently when Obama re-introduced it last month during a speech. 
Time Duration of Lesson: Two fifty minute class periods
Student Grouping:


At the beginning of class, students will take their seats for the opening lecture before being divided into groups. The teacher will then pass out notecards with a number on the front (1-5) indicating what group they are to work with for the duration of the main activity. In addition, every fifth card will have a red dot drawn in the lower right hand corner, indicating the student’s role as speaker of their group. 


For a class of twenty-five students, the class will be broken up into five groups of five. After the lecture portion of the lesson, students will then be asked to get into their assigned groups. 


Group work will be used as part of the lesson plan instead of individual work because group work facilitates discussion, offers varying perspectives, and allows for collaboration and cooperation among peers. 
Methods:


✍ Bell Ringer: To begin class the teacher will assign students to analyze a quote on the board to introduce the topic and aid in engagement. 


✍ Teacher Led Lecture: This portion of the lesson plan will be used to present the topic and help students’ overall understanding of The DREAM Act. The information from the lecture will directly correlate to the following main activity. 

✍ Guided Practice/Group Work: Small groups will be used to facilitate a healthy 
    discussion of ideas among the students. 

✍ Teacher Led Discussion: Used as a closing activity, the teacher will ask several prepared questions for students to answer to wrap up the day’s lesson. This is to help students summarize the important points. 
Activities:

Opening: 

· Have students read this Theodore Roosevelt quote about citizenship off the board: 

“The first requisite of a good citizen in this republic of ours is that he shall be able and 
willing to pull his own weight.” 

· Then have students write down on a piece of notebook paper what they think it means in relation to citizenship. 
· To conclude this bellringer activity, call on students to share their answers with the class.
Main:

· Introduce students to The DREAM Act with a prepared Prezi or Ppt. 
· Once completed, tell students they will be examining the act’s portrayal by the mainstream media while working in groups. Go on to say what each group’s job will be: to assess the bias, if any, that is presented by their group’s assigned media outlet.
· Pass out notecards with group assignments.
· Direct students to pick up a laptop on their way to their groups. Allow students time to transition to their groups. 
· Once settled, assign groups five different media outlets, including CNN, MSNBC, FOX NEWS, BBC, and PBS. 
· Tell students they are to open their internet browser and search for their group’s respective media’s internet homepage. 
· Once there, tell students they are to research their group’s media outlet’s portrayal of The DREAM Act, by searching, reading, and watching posted articles and videos on their outlet’s webpage. (This may prove to be time consuming and could push back the closing activity until the next class period.)
· Have each student get out a piece of paper and tell them to write down facts from the articles and videos they scroll through to share with their group members.
· Then have groups discuss amongst themselves what they collectively think, based off their research, about their assigned media outlet’s portrayal of the act and whether or not there was any bias attached to their outlet’s portrayal of events 
· Wait for all groups to come to a consensus before moving on to the closing activity
Closing: 

· To summarize the main points, ask students the questions below in the ‘Important Questions to Ask’ section. Each group’s speaker will convey his/her group’s thoughts. Be sure to give students a couple of minutes to brainstorm answers together.
· Assign homework (see ‘Evaluation’ section below)
Important Questions to Ask:

· What bias did each of your groups’ media outlets present?
· How does the media collectively portray The DREAM Act? Is it mainly positive or negative?
· How does the media affect the bill’s passage through Congress?
· Student Opinion Poll: Should children of illegal immigrants be granted permanent residency if they attend college for at least two years here in the U.S.? Why or why not?
· Referring back to the opening activity, if students were granted permission to stay with the passage of this bill would they be “pulling their weight” as dutiful citizens?
Materials:


✄ Paper


✄ TR quote

✄ Prezi/Ppt

✄ Laptop cart

✄ Writing utensils

✄ Notecards with group assignments
* These materials will be used throughout this lesson to help in the learning process of all students in the classroom. 
Evaluation: 


As a homework assignment, students will be asked to write a one page reaction paper to today’s lesson on The DREAM Act. Students will be expected to share:

· Their opinion of whether or not they think the act should be passed and why/why not
· How they think the media as a whole portrays the act
· Whether or not they think the media’s portrayal of the act has helped or hindered the bill’s chances of passing in both the House and the Senate
* This assignment was chosen for two reasons: to assess students’ individual knowledge of The DREAM Act, and to make sure that every student’s “voice” is heard on this hot topic issue. 
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