Topic: Political Parties: Political TV  
Name: Ms. Jillian Kistler and Mr. Steven Johnson
Subject/Grade Level: 9-12 Government
Essential Question:
· Guiding Question(s):
· Does our society’s political ideology allow citizens to have a multi-party affiliation or does it conversely require citizens to identify with a single political ideology?

Sunshine State Standards:
· SS.912.C.2.2: Evaluate the importance of political participation and civic participation.
· SS.912.C.2.8: Analyze the impact of citizen participation as a means of achieving political and social change.
·  SS.912.C.2.12: Explain the changing roles of television, radio, press, and Internet in political communication.
· SS.912.C.2.13: Analyze various forms of political communication and evaluate for bias, factual accuracy, omission, and emotional appeal.
·  SS.912.C.2.15: Evaluate the origins and roles of political parties, interest groups, media, and individuals in determining and shaping public policy.

Learning Objectives:
· The Students will:
· Identify the historical foundations relating to the concepts and definitive characteristics of “Political Parties” in our society.
· Participate in authentic, cooperative, and inquiry based learning activity of which will enhance students’ intercommunicative skills and abilities while assisting to fortify lesson content being delivered.
· Will be exposed to learning elements that will aid the development of their critical analysis, teaching, and metacognitive abilities, through careful evaluation of the lecture and correlating activities they will be participating in.

Time Requirement: 
	This time allotted for this lesson is based on a block schedule and will take three days to complete. 

Lesson Content:
· Political Party Analysis: Students will be introduced to the following content information:
· How we as citizens can influence government through political party association.
· Analyze the two major political parties (Republican & Democratic) and what their party platform was prior to the 2008 Presidential Election and where it currently stands.
· Analyze the political spectrum and how Conservative and Liberal beliefs influence the major political parties in America.  
· Conclude this authentic inquiry lesson with an activity where students will develop their own political party platforms and present their final product to the class.


Student Grouping:
	The students will be in rows during the teacher led discussion as well as the video clip viewing.  This is to promote retention of concepts and minimize the possible distractions. The students will then be in pairs to view the web resources, due to availability of computers. During day two the students will be split in half, depending upon class size this will range from 10-13 students, within this division there will be smaller divisions of roles. This grouping will promote cooperative learning and increase collaboration. The students will remain in these groups until the final presentation on the end of day three. 

Methods: 
Teacher led Discussion: The students will participate in a teacher led discussion in order to increase background knowledge on Political Parties. 

Video Clips: Video clips of different political networks will be viewed in order for students see how the media is portraying the parties and their stances on specific issues. 

Partner Research:  The partner research is designed to help students conduct research on specific topics while promoting cooperative learning. 

Group Simulation:  The group simulation is set up so students can cooperatively work together while building team skills. During the simulation the students will be building on concepts introduced in class as well as articulating comprehension and understanding. 

Activities:
Day 1: What is a Political Party?
	Day one will begin with a short teacher led introductory presentation on what a political party really is and what the roles of political parties are. This presentation will utilize different television network programs in order to highlight the different perspectives of each party. The teacher will use the following presentation (http://prezi.com/x8lq6hg1x_xs/functions-of-a-political-party-in-a-nutshell/). The students will take notes on the most salient points in their notebooks. After the presentation the students will view the following media clips and identify what perspective they are portraying. This portion of the lesson will take the first half of the class period (approximately 45-50 minutes)
Video clips: 
http://video.foxnews.com/#/v/994843127001/radical-islam-infiltrating-us-prisons/?playlist_id=87485
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3096434/ (Hardball) 
http://www.cnn.com/video/ (ATF) 

A short break to move around will take approximately 3- 4 minutes in order to transition into the next portion of the day.

	The final half of the class will be taken up by political party partner investigation. In these stations students will have approximately 25 minutes at each station. At each station the students will be given several documents that outline a specific political party and its ideologies. Once the students have read the documents they will answer the questions provided on their Political Party worksheets. The students will turn in these worksheets upon exiting the classroom. The students will use these worksheets in day 2. 
Websites for the Political Party investigation: 
http://www.gop.com/
http://www.democrats.org/


Day 2: Development of TV Stations
	Upon entering the classroom students will pick up their worksheet from the day 1 on Political Parties. They will also pick up the instructions and guidelines worksheet with their role assignment for the day. The class will be split in half, one group with be representing Democrats and the other Republicans. There will be small divisions within each group specified on their instruction sheet. The groups will be creating a TV station geared toward their specific political party. They will have to create a Democratic/Republican news affiliate, a prime time TV show that will air, and several small commercials that will air on the party channel. The goal of the production is to gear all content to a specific audience (liberal/conservative). 

Day 3: Air Time/ Presentations
	Upon entering the classroom students will assemble in their groups from the previous day. The groups will be given 15 minutes to run through their presentations. Each group will present their political parties television programs and commercials. During the presentations the other group must evaluate the different issues addressed during the presentation and the accuracy to which they depict party ideals. These peer evaluations will be turned in upon exiting the classroom. Along with the peer Evaluation the students will hand in an exit ticket that they will fill out. The exit ticket will address the media and how it affects the presentation of party ideals. 

Important Questions to Ask:
· What is a Political Party?
· What is the role of Political Parties? 
· What are some major differences between Democrats and Republicans?
· Is it possible to have a multi-party perspective? 
· Does everyone fit into a specific political party ideology? 
Materials:
· Student Notebooks
· Computer and Projector- to display the presentation and the video clips
· Student Handouts- to collect data and help formulate 
· Laptop cart- in order for students to access the web resources that will be used for presentations
· Internet access- required for web resources (if not print out web resources) 

Evaluation:  
	Students will complete several different assessments during this lesson plan. The first assessment the students will complete is the Political Party Investigation Analysis worksheet from their partner work. Throughout the three days of instruction the students will be assessed by the teacher on their cooperation with their partners and their larger groups. The second worksheet the students will turn in is their group guidelines worksheet for their presentation. The presentations themselves will be graded on a combination of peer evaluations and teacher conducted evaluations. Students will also turn in upon exiting the classroom on day three of this lesson an exit ticket that surveys what the students have learned, how the media portrays political parties and their ideals, etc. All of the mentioned worksheets can be viewed below. The final evaluation for this lesson will take the form of a 1-2 page double spaced essay. The students will have to identify which media outlet they choose to obtain their information on politics from and why they are drawn to that particular source. Students may include if they are comfortable and extension of the previous question which would include with what political party they believe that they identify with, why, and if they believe that their party is identified fairly. These assessments are designed to assess students over several areas such as individual learning and collaborative group work. 

Rubric:
	Assignments
	Points Possible

	Political Party Analysis Worksheet
	5

	Political Party TV Group Sheet
	5

	Presentations
	15

	Peer Evaluations
	5

	Exit Ticket
	5

	Party Essay
	15


								    Total:        50    
	
Worksheets/Handouts: 
 Political Party TV

It is campaign season in the United States. Several large television networks are looking for a team to produce a political party station that addresses Republican perspectives on the latest issues. It is your job to assemble a pilot program schedule that caters to these specific ideals and the most popular issues at hand. You must include; 

· 1 Conservative News Report (5 minutes in Length)
· 1 Conservative Prime Time television program (5 minutes in Length)
· 3 short conservative commercials (2 minutes in Length) 

Each of the previous mentioned tasks must be addressed and presented to Network Executives (the rest of the class). Your program will be evaluated on the following;

· Clear Identification of Issues
· Relevance of Issues to Current Public Interest
· Accuracy of Party Stances in Regards to Issues
· Creativity in Presentation 

You will fill out a reference guide on the back of this sheet that will be turned in the Network CEO (Teacher). You will need to include your purposed name for the programs that will air, each member of your team’s names and roles, etc. See back for more explicit details. All group members must play an active part in the presentation to Network Executives in order to receive full credit for their production. 



Hint: Reference you worksheet from the previous day in order to clearly portray your specific party’s appropriate political ideals. 






 Political Party TV
Roles include the team producer who will be in charge of coordinating all members of the team and keeping track of the records (i.e. this worksheet), News anchors will be the members of the team that will be participating in the news broadcast, Prime time hosts will be the members in charge of the prime time TV program, and Commercial techs will be the members who are in charge of putting together the commercial ads. 
Team/Network Name: _________________________________________________________________
Producer: ___________________________________________________________________

News Anchors: ________________________________________________________________________
New Program Title/Slogan: ______________________________________________________________
Issues Addressed During News Cast with Party Responses Include:_______________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prime Time Hosts: ______________________________________________________________________
Prime Time TV Program Title: _____________________________________________________________
Issues Addressed During Program with Party Position Include: __________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commercial Techs: ____________________________________________________________________
Issue Addressed with Party Position in Commercial 1: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Issue Addressed with Party Position in Commercial 2: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Issue Addressed with Party Position in Commercial 3: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Political Party TV

It is campaign season in the United States. Several large television networks are looking for a team to produce a political party station that addresses Democratic perspectives on the latest issues. It is your job to assemble a pilot program schedule that caters to these specific ideals and the most popular issues at hand. You must include; 

· 1 Liberal News Report (5 minutes in Length)
· 1 Liberal Prime Time television program (5 minutes in Length)
· 3 short Liberal commercials (2 minutes in Length) 

Each of the previous mentioned tasks must be addressed and presented to Network Executives (the rest of the class). Your program will be evaluated on the following;

· Clear Identification of Issues
· Relevance of Issues to Current Public Interest
· Accuracy of Party Stances in Regards to Issues
· Creativity in Presentation 

You will fill out a reference guide on the back of this sheet that will be turned in the Network CEO (Teacher). You will need to include your purposed name for the programs that will air, each member of your team’s names and roles, etc. See back for more explicit details. All group members must play an active part in the presentation to Network Executives in order to receive full credit for their production. 



Hint: Reference you worksheet from the previous day in order to clearly portray your specific party’s appropriate political ideals. 






 Political Party TV
Roles include the team producer who will be in charge of coordinating all members of the team and keeping track of the records (i.e. this worksheet), News anchors will be the members of the team that will be participating in the news broadcast, Prime time hosts will be the members in charge of the prime time TV program, and Commercial techs will be the members who are in charge of putting together the commercial ads. 
Team/Network Name: _________________________________________________________________
Producer: ___________________________________________________________________

News Anchors: ________________________________________________________________________
New Program Title/Slogan: ______________________________________________________________
Issues Addressed During News Cast with Party Responses Include:_______________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prime Time Hosts: ______________________________________________________________________
Prime Time TV Program Title: _____________________________________________________________
Issues Addressed During Program with Party Position Include: __________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Commercial Techs: ____________________________________________________________________
Issue Addressed with Party Position in Commercial 1: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Issue Addressed with Party Position in Commercial 2: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Issue Addressed with Party Position in Commercial 3: _________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Peer Evaluations
Name: ___________________ 	Date: ___________	

Political Party Represented: ____________________________________________________
Issues and Responses In News Broadcast Include:
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
One a scale of 1-5, 1 being inaccurately represented and 5 being properly represented, how well did the News Broadcast convey issues and Party positions: 1	2   3   4    5
Issues and Responses in the Prime Time Broadcast Include:
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
One a scale of 1-5, 1 being inaccurately represented and 5 being properly represented, how well did the Prime Time Show convey issues and Party positions: 1   2   3   4    5
Issues and Responses in Commercial Ads Include: 
1. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
One a scale of 1-5, 1 being inaccurately represented and 5 being properly represented, how well did the News Broadcast convey issues and Party positions: 1	2   3   4    5

OVERALL: Write one strength about the group’s presentation and one issue and party position you were interested in. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: ______________________________________ Date: ________________ Period: _________


	
	Republican
	Democrat

	*What year was the modern party founded?

	
	

	*Who founded the party?

	
	

	*Name the current leader for each political party. 

	
	

	*Draw, paste, or print the political symbol for each party.

	








	

	*Describe how the political symbol represents that political party?

	




	

	*Describe two “hot button” issues in their political agenda.

	1.



2.



	1.



2.

	*Extension Question:
Through your research, have political parties changed?  If so, explain how.

	







	



Exit Ticket
Name: ___________________________		Date: _______________
1. On a scale of 1 to 5 (1 being completely inaccurate and 5 being highly accurate) rate how you perceive the media to portray political party ideals.
1	2	3	4	5
Why? ___________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Is there ever an accurate way for media to portray political party ideals? Why or why not? ____________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What did you learn from this lesson on political party ideals and the media? ________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What else do you want to learn about this topic? _______________________________ ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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