“Learning can’t happen independently of culture” Lev Vygotsky 
Latino student Persona
Paulina is a 27 years old latina, born in Los Angeles. She lives with her family in a tight-knit Hispanic community where she knows everyone and everybody knows her. Of prevalent latino culture, she speaks Spanglish with family, friends, and neighbors. At home, each person assists with domestic chores and in addition she often has to take care of her younger siblings when her parents are out. She works part-time to support her household. Paulina wants to become a Psychologist because she likes helping others.  

Paulina graduated from her neighborhood’s high school by attending classes, following directions, and blending in, never standing out. Math has always been her weakest area and she definitely dislikes it. With too many frustrating experiences in high school she came to believe that she will never understand math and only hopes she will be able to pass the math requirements in college.
Paulina has a hard time staying focused on the material and gets easily distracted when studying math on her own. She becomes very anxious when she can’t figure out math problems and falls behind on the homework. Although Paulina seems to understand in class and usually completes her homework, she is not able to think a problem through; most of the time she gets confused. She says “once I learn how to solve a certain type of problems, I am soon introduced to a new type, and would just confuse all methods” 
However, Paulina doesn’t attend office hours or ask questions in class. In her own words: “when I don’t understand, I don’t ask questions. I usually try to figure it out on my own or wait to see if someone else has the same question”. 
Paulina has a hard time with formulas. She describes this as having a “retention” problem. Basic formulas like surface, volume or perimeter just don’t make sense to her; she has no clue of what they mean or how they work. And she can’t tell area from perimeter or when to use square footage or cubic feet. Paulina has failed many tests because she could not remember the formulas.
Paulina studies better in a small group of peers and with mentor’s assistance. She definitely prefers to study with others and benefits from one-on-one interactions. A kinetic-auditory learner, she thrives when she is in a relaxed environment and has fun socializing and communicating with her classmates. She enjoys food and dancing.  
Paulina attends all classes as she did in high school and expects that somehow things will turn out all right. She tends to disregard evidence to the contrary until it is too late to take constructive action. 

