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Math N06: Essential Mathematics 
Hands-On Activity 

 
Title Make Your Own 
Topic Order of Operations (both integers and fractions) 
Introduction In order to give my students more practice at order of operations, but without 

hammering them with a bunch of problems, I had them make up and solve their own 
order of operations problems. Now this activity can be done two ways. 
 
1. You can have your students get into groups of two or three and have them make 
up about 3 different type of order of operations problems and then solve each of 
them. 
2. You can have your students find a partner, create their own question, and trade it 
with their partner for them to try. Then they grade each others work. 
 
Either way, they are getting extra practice, hopefully catching their mistakes with 
some help from the other student, and they are getting to take a more active 
approach to the problems. 

Materials none 
Time Required 10-15 min 
Set Up This activity needs to have guidelines to what each problem must look like. The 

reason for this is that some students will do too easy of problems. One way to do this 
is to give them a guideline then give them an example that would fulfill it. These are 
just some of the types of guidelines I have given before, but feel free to try your own. 
 
Sample: 
You are going to create an order of operations question.  

• It must involve 5 numbers total.  
• Three of them must be negative. 
• It has to include a parenthesis and a bracket 
• It must have at least one multiplication 

A good example:     [ ])72(524 +−+−+−  
Directions After covering order of operations have them either 1) get into a group of 2-3 or 2) 

find a partner (based on which way you want them to do this.) Place the assignment 
up on the board. If you have them work in a group and do three problems give them 
guidelines for all three problems and try to change it up for each problem since you 
don’t want it to get too repetitive. If you have them exchange problems, tell them to 
sign their name on the paper of the person whom they exchanged with.  

Follow Up/Discussion 
Questions 

Mention to them if there are common mistakes, or if some of them had trouble 
following directions explain to them why. You may want them to check the problem 
with you before they turn it in. That way, if they are having trouble following directions, 
you can help them with it. 

Notes/Observations If you choose to do this with partners, you might want to mention that when they 
correct the problem, if they don’t find a mistake but you do, then they get marked 
down. Also, you may find that you might want them to do two problems with a partner 
if it feels like it isn’t enough. One thing I noticed with this activity is that some people 
try to make it too easy (though having guidelines help with that) and some people 
make it too difficult on themselves. It is eye-opening when you notice when a student 
might have a tendency to “over think” the math and you may want to point that out to 
them. 


