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GEOGRAPHY

Available for educational use at www.johomaps.com (2005)

UNDERSTANDING THE GEOGRAPHIES OF CHINA
http://www.aasianst.org/EAA/mccoll.htm
China not only has the world’s largest population (over 1.3 billion), but it also is an extremely
large country (more than 9.5 million square kilometers) with immense physical and cultural
diversity. The author of this article, Robert W. McColl believes that simply memorizing maps
and map locations is not geography. Understanding the interaction between a natural
environment and various human and cultural patterns should be the real objective. This
resource provides information on different regions, cities, diets, economy and shelters and
illustrates how people adapt differently in different environments.
CHINA MATTERS: EXPLORING THIS MULTIDIMENSIONAL LAND AND PEOPLE
http://world‐affairs.org/globalclassroom/curriculum/China%20MS%20CBA%20%2B%20Top%20Ten%20article.pdf

This unit features a vivid slide show with 100 images of China, divided into categories. Captions
are provided for teachers. Students will examine their preconceptions about China and learn
about China's diversity. The unit also includes a targeted resource list and a bridging document
to help students get started with the CBA “Why History?”
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CHINA‐U.S. FACT SHEETS
GENERAL STATISTICS

CHINA

Land area
Arable land
Population
Urban population (% of total)
Life expectancy at birth
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births)
Literacy rate (age 15 and above)
GDP (purchasing power parity)
GDP real growth rate
GDP per capita (PPP)
GDP composition by sector

9,326,410 sq km
14.86%
1.3 billion
43%
73.47 years
20.25 deaths
91.6%
$8.748 trillion
9.1%
$6,600
Agriculture: 10.6%; industry : 46.8% services: 42.6%

Labor force
Labor force by occupation

813.5 million
Agric: 39.5%; industry: 46.8%; services 42.6%

Agricultural products

Rice, wheat, potatoes, corn, peanuts, tea, millet,
barley, apples, cotton, oilseed; pork; fish

Industries

Mining and ore processing, iron, steel, aluminum, and
other metals, coal; machine building; armaments;
textiles and apparel; petroleum; cement; chemicals;
fertilizers; consumer products, including footwear,
toys, and electronics; food processing; transportation
equipment, including automobiles, rail cars and
locomotives, ships, and aircraft; telecommunications
equipment, commercial space launch vehicles
9.5%
3.99 million bbl/day
8.2 million bbl/day
388,000 bbl/day
3.646 million bbl/day
16 billion bbl
Coal, iron ore, petroleum, natural gas, mercury, tin,
tungsten, antimony, manganese, molybdenum,
vanadium, magnetite, aluminum, lead, zinc, uranium,
hydropower potential (world’s largest)
$1.204 trillion: electrical and other machinery, including
data processing equipment, apparel, textiles, iron and
steel, optical and medical equipment

Industrial production growth rate
Oil production
Oil consumption
Oil exports
Oil imports
Oil proved reserves
Natural resources

Exports

Exports – partners

US 20.03%, Hong Kong 12.03%, Japan 8.32%, South
Korea 4.55%, Germany 4.27%

Imports

$954.3 billion: electrical and other machinery, oil and
mineral fuels, optical and medical equipment, metal
ores, plastics, organic chemicals

UNITED STATES
9,161,923 sq km
18.01%
307 million
82%
78.1 years
6.22 deaths
99%
14.14 trillion
‐2.6%
$46,000
Agriculture: 1.2%; industry: 21.9%
services: 76.9%
153.1 million (including unemployed)
farming, forestry, and fishing: 0.7%
manufacturing, extraction, transportation,
and crafts: 20.3% managerial, professional,
and technical: 37.3% sales and office: 24.2%
other services: 17.6%
Wheat, corn, other grains, fruits, vegetables,
cotton; beef, pork, poultry, dairy products;
fish; forest products
Highly diversified and technologically
advanced; petroleum, steel, motor vehicles,
aerospace, telecommunications, chemicals,
electronics, food processing, consumer
goods, lumber, mining

‐5.5%
9.056 million bbl/day
18.6 million bbl/day
1.433 million bbl/day
13.47 million bbl/day
21.32 billion bbl
Coal, copper, lead, molybdenum,
phosphates, uranium, bauxite, gold, iron,
mercury, nickel, potash, silver, tungsten,
zinc, petroleum, natural gas, timber
$1.046 trillion: agricultural products
(soybeans, fruit, corn) 9.2%, industrial
supplies (organic chemicals) 26.8%, capital
goods (transistors, aircraft, motor vehicle
parts, computers, telecommunications
equipment) 49.0%, consumer goods 15.0%
Canada 19.37%, Mexico 12.21%, China
6.58%, Japan 4.84%, UK 4.33%, Germany
4.1%
$1.563 trillion: agricultural products 4.9%,
industrial supplies 32.9% (crude oil 8.2%),
capital goods 30.4% (computers,
telecommunications equipment, motor
vehicle parts), consumer goods 31.8%

Imports – partners

Japan 12.27%, Hong Kong 10.06%, South Korea 9.04%,
China 19.3%, Canada 14.24%, Mexico
US 7.66%, Taiwan 6.84%, Germany 5.54%
11.12%, Japan 6.14%, Germany 4.53%
Reserves of foreign exchange and gold
$2.422 trillion
$130.8 billion
Public debt as percentage of GDP
16.9%
52.9%
Stock of direct foreign investment at home
$456.3 billion
$2.397 trillion
Sources: CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the‐world‐factbook/index.html
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CHINA‐U.S. FACT SHEETS
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES &
AGREEMENTS
Chief Environmental Concerns

International Environmental
Agreements

CHINA

U.S.

air pollution (greenhouse gases, sulfur dioxide
particulates) from reliance on coal produces acid rain;
water shortages, particularly in the north; water
pollution from untreated wastes; deforestation;
estimated loss of one‐fifth of agricultural land since
1949 to soil erosion and economic development;
desertification; trade in endangered species

Air pollution resulting in acid rain in both the
US and Canada; the US is the largest single
emitter of carbon dioxide from the burning
of fossil fuels; water pollution from runoff of
pesticides and fertilizers; limited natural
fresh water resources in much of the
western part of the country require careful
management; desertification

Party to: Antarctic‐Environmental Protocol, Antarctic
Treaty, Biodiversity, Climate Change, Climate Change‐
Kyoto Protocol, Desertification, Endangered Species,
Environmental Modification, Hazardous Wastes, Law
of the Sea, Marine Dumping, Ozone Layer Protection,
Ship Pollution, Tropical Timber 83, Tropical Timber 94,
Wetlands, Whaling
Signed, but not ratified: none of the selected
agreements

Party to: Air Pollution, Air Pollution‐
Nitrogen Oxides, Antarctic‐Environmental
Protocol, Antarctic‐Marine Living
Resources, Antarctic Seals, Antarctic Treaty,
Climate Change, Desertification,
Endangered Species, Environmental
Modification, Marine Dumping, Marine Life
Conservation, Ozone Layer Protection, Ship
Pollution, Tropical Timber 83, Tropical
Timber 94, Wetlands, Whaling
Signed, but not ratified: Air Pollution‐
Persistent Organic Pollutants, Air Pollution‐
Volatile Organic Compounds, Biodiversity,
Climate Change‐Kyoto Protocol, Hazardous
Wastes

ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS
CHINA
U. S.
2123.3
9208.7
Renewable internal freshwater
resources per capita (cubic meters)
22
17
Annual freshwater withdrawals, total
(% of internal resources)
77 (2004 data)
100
Improved water source (% of
population with access)
77
100
Improved water source, rural (% of
rural population with access)
95.7
100
Improved water source, urban (% of
urban population with access)
44 (2004 data)
100
Improved sanitation facilities (% of
population with access)
28
100
Improved sanitation facilities, rural (%
of rural population with access)
69
100
Improved sanitation facilities, urban
(% of urban population with access)
Sources: CIA World Factbook https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the‐world‐factbook/index.html
The World Bank http://www.worldbank.org/
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UNDERSTANDING CHINA THROUGH CHINESE SOURCES
CHINESE MEDIA GUIDE
http://www.chineseadvertisingagencies.com/mediaguide/
Chinese Media Guide is a comprehensive guide on overseas Chinese media. It contains a
complete list and descriptions of major overseas Chinese newspapers, Chinese TV stations,
Chinese radio stations, and Chinese websites. As Los Angeles and New York have the most
Chinese population and a variety of Chinese media, we decide to list them separately.
CHINA MEDIA PROJECT
http://cmp.hku.hk/
Working directly with editors, writers and producers from various media in China, the project
documents and analyzes the process of media reform in China and the formal and informal
factors that influence it. Comparative studies help define areas for further research on the basis
of media reform experiences in transitional societies in Eastern Europe, Latin America and
Southeast Asia.
CAIXIN
http://english.caing.com/
Caixin Media Company Ltd. is a Beijing‐based media group dedicated to providing high‐quality
and authoritative financial and business news and information through periodicals, online,
conferences, books, and TV / video programs. Caixin aims to blaze a trail that helps traditional
media prosper in the new media age, while distributing comprehensive, in‐depth and accurate
news and information on various multimedia platforms.
CCTV NEWS
http://english.cntv.cn/01/index.shtml
China Central Television (CCTV) is the national TV station of the People´s Republic of China and
it is one of China´s most important news broadcast companies. Today, CCTV has become one
of China´s most influential media outlets.
THE CHINA BEAT
http://www.thechinabeat.org/
The China Beat provides context and criticism on contemporary China from China scholars and
journalists. Based around a group of active contributors at the University of California, Irvine,
including co‐founders Kenneth Pomeranz and Jeffrey Wasserstrom, the blog draws on a global
group of China watchers in the U.S., China, the U.K., Australia, Japan, Canada, Taiwan, and
many other locations.
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UNDERSTANDING CHINA THROUGH CHINESE SOURCES
CHINA DIGITAL TIMES
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/about/
CDT is a bilingual news website covering China’s social and political transition and its emerging
role in the world. We aggregate the most up‐to‐the‐minute news and analysis about China
from around the Web, while providing independent reporting, translations from Chinese
cyberspace, perspectives from across the geographical, political and social spectrum, and daily
recommendations of readings from the Chinese blogosphere.
Tese’s Favorite
CHINESE EMBASSY – WASHINGTON, D.C.
Source!
http://www.china‐embassy.org/
CHINA FOREIGN MINISTRY
http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/
XINHUANET NEWS AGENCY
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/
The largest news agency in China, includes 107 bureaus world‐wide.
INSIDE CHINA TODAY: EUROPEAN INFORMATION NETWORK
http://www.insidechina.com
Part of the European Information Network, this site provides headline news, and government
related sites about Mainland China, Hong Kong, Macao, and Taiwan.
ASIA TIMES ONLINE
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China.html
Asia Times Online is a quality Internet‐only publication that reports and examines geopolitical,
political, economic, and business issues. They look at these issues from an Asian perspective
which distinguishes them from the mainstream English‐language media, whose reporting on
Asian matters is generally by Westerners, for Westerners.
CHINA NEWS DIGEST
http://my.cnd.org/modules/news/index.php?&sel_lang=english&storytopic=2
China News Digest International presents this site on timely and balanced news coverage on
China and China‐related affairs.
CHINA DAILY
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/
The China Daily is an English‐language daily newspaper. This state‐run publication was
established in 1981 and has the widest print circulation of any English‐language newspaper in
the country.
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UNDERSTANDING CHINA THROUGH CHINESE SOURCES
PEOPLE’S DAILY ONLINE
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/
This party newspaper was established in June 1948 and is considered among the most
influential and authoritative newspapers in China.
ECONOMIC OBSERVER
http://eeo.com.cn/ens/
The Economic Observer is an independent Chinese weekly newspaper distributed in major cities
throughout China. It focuses on major domestic political and economic events and issues.
CHINA YOUTH DAILY
http://www.cyol.net/english/intro/daily.htm
China Youth Daily is a popular official daily newspaper and the first independently operated
central government news media portal in the People’s Republic of China. It has been operated
by the Communist Youth League since 1951.
BEIJING TODAY
http://bjtoday.ynet.com/
Beijing Today is the first English newspaper of Beijing. It is supported by the Information Office
of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China and the State Press and Publication
Administration.
EASTDAY.COM
http://english.eastday.com/
Launched in April, 2000, Eastday.com is the premier online source of China news and global
business and current affairs, providing authoritative insight and opinion on international news,
world politics, business, finance, science and technology, culture, and society.
CHINA TODAY
http://www.chinatoday.com.cn/ctenglish/index.htm
A monthly magazine published in several languages, including Chinese, English, French, Arabic,
and Spanish. Started in 1949.
CHINA REFORM MAGAZINE
http://english.caing.com/about_us/
China Reform has focused on China's reform and opening up process. The calligraphic title of
the magazine was inscribed by Deng Xiaoping, former state leader. China Reform acts as a vital
observer to China's development, reflecting on the country’s transformative reforms. The
monthly is considered to be a leading central‐level economic review.
CENTURY WEEKLY MAGAZINE
http://english.caing.com/about_us/
Century Weekly is a nationwide general news magazine published every Monday. It was one of
the earliest Chinese magazines approved to chronicle the nation's era of reform and opening.
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CHINA – GENERAL RESOURCES
EAST ASIA RESOURCE CENTER: JACKSON SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES –
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
http://jsis.washington.edu/earc/
The East Asia Resource Center invites K‐12 educators to explore the wealth of opportunities
available to them to deepen their knowledge of East Asia.
ASIA SOURCE
http://www.asiasource.org/news
AsiaSource is an online resource developed by the Asia Society to meet the need for timely,
reliable, unbiased information and assistance regarding the cultural, economic, social,
historical, and political dimensions of Asia.
BBC: COUNTRY PROFILE – CHINA
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia‐pacific/country_profiles/1287798.stm
BBC News provides a guide to the historical, political, and economic background of China
including video and audio clips as well as links to recent news stories.
CHANGING CHINA
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/asia_pacific/2004/china/default.stm

Provides in‐depth coverage on current events in China.
MODERN CHINA
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/spl/hi/in_depth/china_modern/html/1.stm
This guide to modern China provides information on key issues affecting a country with
a fifth of the world’s population. Topics include geography, population, economy, and
the environment.
TIMELINE: CHINA
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia‐pacific/country_profiles/1288392.stm
Provides a chronology of key events since the formation of the People’s Republic of
China.
PBS: COMMANDING HEIGHTS – CHINA
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/commandingheights/lo/countries/cn/cn_full.html
Full report on China from 1910‐2003 with political, economic, social, environmental, rule of law,
trade policy, and money categories. Also contains a number of graphs relating to the
aforementioned categories, links to related videos.
CIA WORLD FACTBOOK: CHINA
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the‐world‐factbook/geos/ch.html
This reference site is updated biweekly to provide wide‐ranging information about the
background, geography, people, government, economy, communications, transportation,
military, and transnational issues for countries from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe.
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CHINA – GENERAL RESOURCES
U.S. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
http://www.loc.gov/index.html
The Library of Congress is the nation’s oldest federal cultural institution and serves as the
research arm of Congress. It is also the largest library in the world, with millions of books,
recordings, photographs, maps, and manuscripts in its collections.
COUNTRY PROFILES: CHINA (August 2006)
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/profiles/China.pdf
The profiles offer brief, summarized information on a country’s historical background,
geography, society, economy, transportation and telecommunications, government
and politics, and national security.
COUNTRY STUDIES: CHINA (July 1987)
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/cntoc.html
The U.S. Library of Congress Country Studies Series offers a description and analysis of
the historical setting and the social, economic, political, and national security systems
and institutions of countries throughout the world.
COUNTRY STUDIES: CHINA
http://countrystudies.us/china/
This study offers a comprehensive description and analysis of the country or region’s historical
setting, geography, society, economy, political system, and foreign policy. This is the on‐line
version of books previously published in hard copy by the Federal Research Division of the
Library of Congress as part of the Country Studies/Area Handbook Series sponsored by the U.S.
Department of the Army between 1986 and 1998.
NEW YORK TIMES: CHINA
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/china/
This country profile includes reference material, web resources, multimedia, and recent and
archival news about China from The News York Times.
ASIA DEVELOPMENT BANK
http://www.adb.org/EastAsia/default.asp
The Asia Development Bank is dedicated to poverty reduction in Asia and the Pacific, a region
that is home to two thirds of the world’s poor. The website offers a number of reports on
resource efficiency and environmental sustainability, inclusive growth and balanced
development, regional cooperation, and private sector development as well as other useful
links.
UNITED NATIONS IN CHINA
http://www.un.org.cn/index.htm

We, the United Nations System in China , are committed to fostering sustainable and rightsbased development to empower women, men and children, especially the poorest and most
vulnerable, to lead better lives. We will draw on global experience to assist China in
developing its own solutions to the country's development challenges, and in its growing
engagement with the international community.
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CHINA – GENERAL RESOURCES
INTEGRATING STEM TOPICS INTO YOUR TEACHING
Global Classroom supports the Washington STEM Initiative which seeks to improve student achievement and opportunity in areas critical
to our state’s economic prosperity: Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM). The Initiative aims to catalyze innovation
in the state’s K-12 education system, increase teacher effectiveness and student learning, and dramatically raise the number of Washington
students graduating ready for college and work and succeeding in STEM degree programs. These efforts are intended to benefit every
student in the state, with a particular emphasis on accelerating the achievement of low-income and minority students.
Below are resources that might help you integrate STEM into your into your humanities/social studies classroom. We encourage you to
pass these suggestions on to your colleagues in other subject areas.

HARVARD ASIA CENTER
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~asiactr/
The center is an active organization with varied programs focusing on international relations in
Asia and comparative studies of Asian countries and regions. Harvard's study of Asia is spread
across the University's departments and schools, and a wide array of disciplines come together
under the auspices of the Asia Center. Through such a convergence, the Center brings a
layered, multi‐faceted approach to the scholarly description of events to probe questions of
history and culture, of economics, politics, diplomacy, and security, and the relationships
among them.
CHINESE HISTORY RESEARCH: UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO
http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/chinesehistory/index.html
The Modern Chinese History program at UCSD is widely considered to be one of the top
programs in its field. This site provides book reviews, critical essays, bibliography data, and
China‐related websites on modern Chinese history.
CENTER FOR CHINESE STUDIES LIBRARY, UC BERKELEY
http://ieas.berkeley.edu/ccs/
The Berkeley China Initiative brings together UC Berkeley’s exceptional resources to strengthen
research and teaching about China across all disciplines and professions, forge new
international partnerships, and enrich public life by communicating those results.
THE VIRTUAL FORBIDDEN CITY: BEYOND SPACE AND TIME
http://www.beyondspaceandtime.org/FCBSTWeb/web/index.html#link=index
The Virtual Forbidden City: Beyond Space and Time is a partnership between IBM and the
Palace Museum in Beijing, China. For more than five hundred years, the Ming and Qing
emperors ruled China from the palaces of the Forbidden City. The art and architectural
treasures from this period are the cultural heart of modern China. The principal goal of the
project is to provide the means for a worldwide audience to celebrate and explore Chinese
culture and history. As an IBM Corporate Citizenship project, the project marries world‐class
subject matter with world‐class technology innovation.
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TEACHING MATERIALS FOR K‐12
EAST ASIA RESOURCE CENTER: JACKSON SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES –
UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
http://jsis.washington.edu/earc/downloads/earc_resource_library.pdf
The East Asia Resource Center invites K‐12 educators to explore the wealth of opportunities
available to them to deepen their knowledge of East Asia. There is a 49‐page list of resources
available to educators for loan, free of charge.
CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE: CHINA PROGRAM
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/programs/china/
The China Program provides research and strategic policy recommendations on issues
pertaining to China, focusing on political and legal reform and military/security.
FAIRBANK CHINESE HISTORY VIRTUAL LIBRARY
http://www.cnd.org/fairbank/fairhome.htm
The Fairbank Chinese History Virtual Library was founded to facilitate easy access to sources of
modern Chinese historical information on the internet.
WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL: GLOBAL CLASSROOM
http://www.world‐affairs.org/globalclassroom/CBA.htm
The World Affairs Council’s Global Classroom program is interested in supporting teachers who
are implementing the social studies Washington State Classroom‐Based Assessments (CBAs).
Three CBAs, including China Matters: Exploring This Multidimensional Land and People, China’s
Environmental Challenge, China: Factory of the World, are located here, as well as other CBAs on
countries such as Russia, Japan, and Turkey.
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC: IN THE SPOTLIGHT – CHINA
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Places/Find/China
National Geographic In the Spotlight, focusing on China, is a good resource for interactive
materials and information for younger students K‐4. This site provides a variety of information,
photos, video, printable post cards and a fact sheet as well as links to other National
Geographic sites, materials, and resources.
XPEDITIONS
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/
Searchable database of a wide variety of lesson plans, activities, and atlases. K‐12.

EDUCATION ABOUT ASIA MAGAZINE (EAA)
http://www.aasianst.org/eaa‐toc.htm
Education About Asia is an educational journal published three times per year by the Association
for Asian Studies. It is a practical teaching resource for secondary school, college, and university
instructors. Each issue includes articles on all areas of Asia, essays describing educational
programs and techniques, and a comprehensive guide to resources for classroom use. EAA is a
subscription magazine but this website includes free downloads of excellent EAA articles.
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TEACHING MATERIALS FOR K‐12
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY: ASIA FOR EDUCATORS
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
Created by Columbia University, this searchable site includes many curriculum resources
focusing on China. The site offers a vast array of free teaching materials.
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS PERRY‐CASTAÑEDA LIBRARY MAP COLLECTION: CHINA MAPS
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/Libs/PCL/Map_collection/china.html
The Perry‐Castañeda Library provides country and city maps in their collection. Map types
include political, relief, topographic, and thematic maps.
UNITED NATIONS CYBERSCHOOLBUS: CHINA
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation/index.asp?id=156
The United Nations CyberSchoolBus is the online education component of the Global Teaching
and Learning Project, whose mission is to promote education about international issues and the
United Nations. Country at A Glance contains statistics about UN Member States including
China. (All grade levels).
PBS: CHINA IN THE RED (2003)
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/teach/red/
China in the Red is a compelling documentary that explores the country’s economic reforms, the
decline and problems of state‐owned enterprises, and unemployment in the city and
countryside. Social studies activities use the documentary to examine the impact of economic
growth, globalization, and changing family structures in China. See viewing information under
“Documentaries” (Grades 9‐12)
PBS: CHINA FROM THE INSIDE (2006)
http://www.pbs.org/kqed/chinainside/educators.html
Investigate the real issues in modern China with clips from the documentary series woven with
activities that lead students on an examination of Globalization Environment & Development.
These classroom activities are designed to cover 1‐2 class periods. See viewing information under
“Documentaries” (Grades 9‐12)
ASKASIA.ORG
http://www.askasia.org/
AskAsia.org is an online resource that helps visitors explore critical questions about Asia and
global themes. The site features scholarly content about Asia and U.S.‐Asia relations; expert K‐
12 teaching and learning strategies; and useful learning resources, such as maps, photographs,
art images, glossaries, timelines, and more.
NATIONAL CONSORTIUM FOR TEACHING ABOUT ASIA: WASHINGTON
http://www.nctasia.org/states/WA/index.html
The National Consortium for Teaching about Asia (NCTA), funded by the Freeman Foundation,
is a multi‐year initiative to encourage and facilitate teaching and learning about Asia in world
history, geography, social studies, and literature courses.
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TEACHING MATERIALS FOR K‐12
OUTREACH WORLD
http://www.outreachworld.org
Outreach World is a growing online community of educators dedicated to showcasing the
achievements of its members and strengthening vital links across the education spectrum, and
between the United States and the world.
GLOBALED: THE CHINA PROJECT (2010)
http://www.globaled.org/chinaproject/c_teaching.php
This website features dozens of lesson plans for all ages (most for high school‐age) on a wide
variety of topics, such as human rights, democracy, the environment, etc.
TEST YOUR GEOGRAPHY KNOWLEDGE: ASIA
http://www.lizardpoint.com/fun/geoquiz/asiaquiz.html
Features an interactive online geography quiz of Asia (also includes links to other regions of the
world).
ASIA FOR EDUCATORS
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/elementary_resources/index.html
Includes resources and lesson plans for elementary students a variety of subjects related to
China.
TWICE UPON A TIME: MULTI‐CULTURAL CINDERELLA
http://asiasociety.org/education‐learning/resources‐schools/elementary‐lesson‐plans/twice‐
upon‐time‐multi‐cultural‐cinderel#
The story of Cinderella is one of the most well‐known fairy tales with hundreds of versions
being told all over the world. Cinderella’s origins are found in 9th century China, where the tale
is known as “Yeh‐Shen," although most people recognize best the French version popularized
by Charles Perrault in the late 1600’s. With nearly every culture touting some variation of this
tale, the study and comparison of Cinderella stories is a great way to foster cross‐cultural
comparisons in the classroom while teaching literacy and making connections across the
curriculum.
READY FOR THE WORLD
http://asiasociety.org/education‐learning/resources‐schools/professional‐learning/ready‐world
A guidebook that offers strategies and resources for elementary schools on how to integrate
international knowledge, skills, and experiences into their programs, and help our next
generation become globally competent.
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ATTITUDES TOWARDS NATURE IN DAOIST ART
http://asiasociety.org/education‐learning/resources‐schools/elementary‐lesson‐
plans/attitudes‐towards‐nature‐daoist‐art
A short lesson ‐ featuring some famous Chinese poems ‐ that help students understand the
difference between how many Westerners view nature versus how many Chinese (particularly
Daoists and the literati) felt about the natural world around them.
CHINESE INVENTIONS
http://asiasociety.org/education‐learning/resources‐schools/elementary‐lesson‐plans/chinese‐
inventions
This one‐hour activity challenges the perception that China has only recently become a
'modern' nation.
NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC XPEDITIONS
http://www.thinkfinity.org/partner‐
search?start=0&partner=4&partner_value=no&from_links=&txtKeyWord=china&txtKeyWord2
=&narrow=1&chkPartner[]=Xpeditions
Ten different lessons for K‐12 classrooms involving China, ranging from population issues in
China and India for 9‐12 grades to Marco Polo a K‐ Xpeditions student activity, students retrace
the steps of Marco Polo and discover what they can learn from the cultures they encounter
along the way.
LIFE ON THE RIVERS OF ASIA
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/04/gk2/liferiver.html
Students will examine the influence of rivers on the populations of Asia. Using the Ganges,
Yangtze, and Mekong as primary examples of Asian rivers, students will consider the
immediate influence of the rivers in the lives of the people who live along them, as well as the
larger influence of the rivers on the regions in which they exist.
HOW DO YOU LIKE A CROWD?
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/gk2/crowd.html
This lesson asks students to consider what it's like to be in heavily and sparsely populated
places. Students will experience population density firsthand in a class simulation. They will
then map their town or school to show the most and least populous areas.
MIGRATION: WHY WE MOVE
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/09/gk2/migrations.html
Since the dawn of human evolution, humans have migrated across continents in search of food,
shelter, safety, and hospitable climate. People still move for these reasons, but new reasons for
human migration are arising, such as job relocation and overpopulation.
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THE RHYTHM OF RICE PRODUCTION
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/15/gk2/rhythmrice.html
Students will explore the importance of rice in Asian communities. They will then learn about
the "rhythm" of rice production as they are introduced to its growing cycle. Finally, students will
create seasonal images of rice cultivation in a calendar format.
SPICES OF THE WORLD
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/16/gk2/spices.html
This lesson teaches students that ingredients in the food they eat come from all over the world.
Bring in some commonly‐used spices for students to smell. They will learn where these spices
originated and discuss what the world would be like without any spices.
CULTURE GRAMS: CHINA
http://online.culturegrams.com.ezproxy.spl.org:2048/secure/kids/kids_country.php?contid=3&
wmn=Asia&cid=12&cn=China
Includes background information about people, lifestyle, customs, society, and government in
two versions, one just for kids. A great place to begin research. Can be reached through the
Seattle public Library website and you must log on to access this database.

Elementary Booklist
History
THE BIG BOOK OF CHINA: A GUIDED TOUR THROUGH 5,000 YEARS OF HISTORY AND
CULTURE – QICHENG WANG (2010)
http://www.amazon.com/Big‐Book‐China‐Through‐
History/dp/1592650880/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1288721545&sr=1‐1
This full‐color whimsical tour through five thousand years of Chinese history has something for
all readers. Designed to appeal to a younger audience, the detailed illustrations shed new light
on everything from China's diverse geography to its art, culture, clothing, customs, history,
food, travel, and all aspects of traditional and contemporary society. With a great eye for detail
and a funny, thoughtful knack for tackling such a huge subject, Qicheng Wang offers what
could be considered a China encyclopedia for younger readers, and an ideal first book through
which they can begin years of discovery about Chinese history and culture.
THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA – LEONARD EVERETT FISHER (1995)
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/product‐description/0689801785/sr=1‐1‐
fkmr3/qid=1286917404/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books&qid=1286917404&sr
=1‐1‐fkmr3
The story as written by Mr. Fisher lent itself to further discussions about the implications of
building the Great Wall, including a cost‐benefit analysis of the labor lost in constructing such a
feat of wonder!
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ARCHEOLOGISTS DIG FOR CLUES – KATE DUKE (1996)
http://www.amazon.com/Archaeologists‐Clues‐Lets‐Read‐Find‐Out‐
Science/dp/0064451755/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_b
Three children, a dog, and a cat accompany their archaeologist friend Sophie on a dig. The
woman explains the scientific process, exuding enthusiasm for her chosen career. The
inquisitive children, always referred to collectively, ask realistic questions in often humorous
dialogue. Discussions regarding ancient and modern garbage are particularly amusing.
CHINESE CULTURE ACTIVE LEARNING SERIES 6: GEOGRAPHY OF CHINA AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES – OCDF PUBLICATIONS (2008)
http://www.amazon.com/Chinese‐Culture‐Active‐Learning‐
Environmental/dp/1934487066/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1286918397&sr=1‐1
China is one of the five largest countries in the world, and its climates range from sub‐arctic to
tropical. China's northernmost point, near the small city of Mò Hé, is about as far north as
Hamburg, Germany or Edmonton, Canada. The southernmost point of China's mainland
territory (excluding islands) is about as far south as Havana, Cuba and Cabo San Lucas, Mexico.
Because it is so large, China borders many different countries ‐ 14 in all!
CHINA (BLUE EARTH BOOKS: MANY CULTURES, ONE WORLD) – KAY MELCHISEDECH
OLSON (2003)
http://www.amazon.com/China‐Blue‐Earth‐Books‐
Cultures/dp/0736815317/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1286921903&sr=1‐3
These titles in the Many Cultures, One World series emphasize the culture of these diverse
countries in a format suited to beginning readers…. introduce city and country life, family life,
seasons, basic politics, typical pets, and famous sites…China recounts the legend of "The Panda
Bear's Black and White Fur" and explains how to use chopsticks and make birthday noodles and
an egg‐carton dragon.
CHINA (TRUE BOOKS: COUNTRIES) – ANN HEINRICHS (1997)
http://www.amazon.com/China‐True‐Books‐Ann‐
Heinrichs/dp/0516261657/ref=sr_1_8?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1286921903&sr=1‐8
Coverage of Chinese history is very selective, the focus generally being on the later dynasties‐‐
the Mongols with Kublai Khan, the Ming, and the Manchu‐‐and, of course, the Communists. In
Japan, some subjects, such as history and the description of written Japanese language, suffer
from the brevity of the coverage. Early rulers are described as coming from the Yamato region,
but this area is not shown. Also, ruling families, such as the Yamato and Tokugawa, should not
be pluralized by adding "s." Each spread usually has one‐to‐three full‐color photographs and/or
reproductions. The layouts are lackluster; pictures are often overlapped, with no clear
differentiation between them.
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MADE IN CHINA: IDEAS AND INVENTIONS FROM ANCIENT CHINA – SUZANNE
WILLIAMS, ANDREA FONG (1997)
http://www.amazon.com/Made‐China‐Ideas‐Inventions‐Ancient/dp/1881896145/ref=pd_sim_b_10

Despite the subtitle, this book also looks at famous persons and dynasties of Chinese history
from 1700 B.C. to the 16th century. Some of the inventions included are the casting of bronze
bells, crossbows, paper, silk, a seismograph, printing, the abacus, the compass, and porcelain;
the ideas range from religion, to improvements in agriculture, to medicine. The arrangement of
the 36 topics is roughly chronological.
THE SILK ROUTE: 7,000 MILES OF HISTORY – JOHN S. MAJOR, STEPHEN FIESER (1996)
http://www.amazon.com/Silk‐Route‐000‐Miles‐History/dp/0064434680/ref=pd_sim_b_2
an unusual picture‐book topic: the Silk Route, which ran from the Chinese city of Chang'an to
the European capital of Byzantium during the Tang Dynasty (618‐906). Major (The Land and
People of China) guides readers through a stop‐by‐stop excursion, devoting each spread to a
different city along the way and explaining its importance to the caravans' progress. He surveys
the different cultures traversed, adding drama in the form of such obstacles as bandits and the
arid Taklamakan desert ("Its name means 'if you go in, you won't come out'"). Brief discussions
of each city's religion, industry and daily life supply historical context while explaining the
Route's social and economic importance.
LOOK WHAT CAME FROM CHINA – MIKE HARVEY (1999)
http://www.amazon.com/Look‐What‐China‐Miles‐Harvey/dp/0531159361/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_c

Describes many things, both familiar and unfamiliar, that originally came from China, including
inventions, food, tools, animals, toys, games, musical instruments, fashion, medicine, holidays,
and sports.
CHINA (DK EYEWITNESS BOOKS) – HUGH SEBAG‐MONTEFOIRE (2007)
http://www.amazon.com/China‐Eyewitness‐Books‐Hugh‐Sebag‐Montefiore/dp/0756629764/ref=pd_cp_b_3

China investigates the present‐day culture of the most populous country on the planet.
ANCIENT CHINA (DK EYEWITNESS BOOKS) – ARTHUR COTTERELL (2005)
http://www.amazon.com/Ancient‐China‐DK‐Eyewitness‐Books/dp/0756613825/ref=pd_bxgy_b_img_b

Done in typical "Eyewitness" format, this volume touches upon such topics as Chinese history,
the first emperor, inventions, health and medicine, waterways, food and drink, clothing, the
Silk Road, and arts and crafts. Material from as recent as the last dynasty, which ended in 1911,
is included; because all of the information is presented in double‐page spreads, some cover
extremely wide time frames.
IF I WERE A KID IN ANCIENT CHINA: CHILDREN OF THE ANCIENT WORLD –
COBBLESTONE PUBLISHING (2007)
http://www.amazon.com/If‐Were‐Kid‐Ancient‐China/dp/0812679318/ref=pd_sim_b_13
What modern boy or girl wouldn’t want to be called “Precious Child,” as parents in ancient
China referred to their children? Or wear a beautiful silk brocade jacket, as wealthy youngsters
did? Or nibble on a crunchy roasted cricket? This fun book explores every aspect of life for
Chinese children “way back when,” from distinctive toys like a live “pet” dragonfly to hand‐
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made lesson books to shopping at the exciting markets or strolling down the Silk Road in search
of treasures.

Folktales and Stories
CHINESE CHILDREN’S FAVORITE STORIES – MINGMEI YIP (2005)
http://www.amazon.com/Chinese‐Childrens‐Favorite‐Stories‐Mingmei/dp/0804835896/ref=pd_cp_b_2_img

These 13 stories feature talking animals, a ghost catcher, a trickster fox, the River Dragon King,
and the mischievous monkey Wu Kong, as well as cowherds, scholars, musicians, and
emperors. Some tales have morals; others explain customs or traditions. Most are familiar, but
no sources are cited other than the author's storytelling father. The art has a traditional Chinese
look, with conventional landscapes, animals, and roly‐poly, cherubic children. A small ghost
peeks out from the binding after one ghost story. Storytellers may prefer other collections of
Chinese folklore, but children will be drawn by the abundant colorful illustrations and the short,
straightforward retellings.
SONG OF MU LAN – JEANNE M. LEE (1991)
http://www.amazon.com/Song‐Mu‐Lan‐Jeanne‐Lee/dp/1886910006/ref=pd_sim_b_17
Reflecting a combination of delicacy and strength, this translation of an ancient Chinese poem
tells of a girl named Mu Lan, who, disguised as a man, goes to war in her father's place, and
fights for 12 hard years before returning home. The song‐like text, epic in feel, is best read
aloud: it attains a simple majesty, an eloquence that belies its spare words: "War drums ring in
the brittle air. The cold moon shines on steel."
YEH‐SHEN: A CINDERELLA STORY FROM CHINA – AI‐LING LOUIE (1996)
http://www.amazon.com/Yeh‐Shen‐Cinderella‐Story‐Ai‐Ling‐Louie/dp/0698113888/ref=pd_sim_b_32

Misty, jewel‐like illustrations evoke the mythic past in this Chinese Cinderella story.
LON PO PO: A RED‐RIDING HOOD STORY FROM CHINA – ED YOUNG ( 1996)
http://www.amazon.com/Lon‐Po‐Red‐Riding‐Story‐China/dp/0698113829/ref=pd_cp_b_2
Three little girls spare no mercy to Lon Po Po, the granny wolf, in this version of Little Red
Riding Hood where they tempt her up a tree and over a limb, to her death. The girls' frightened
eyes are juxtaposed against Lon Po Po's menacing squint and whirling blue costume in one of
the books numerous three‐picture sequences, which resemble the decorative panels of Chinese
tradition. Through mixing abstract and realistic images with complex use of color and shadow,
artist and translator Young has transformed a simple fairy tail into a remarkable work of art and
earned the 1990 Caldecott Medal in doing so.
WHERE THE MOUNTAIN MEETS THE MOON – GRACE LIN (2009)
http://www.amazon.com/Where‐Mountain‐Meets‐Moon‐Grace/dp/0316114278/ref=pd_cp_b_3
In this enchanted and enchanting adventure, Minli, whose name means “quick thinking,” lives
with her desperately poor parents at the confluence of Fruitless Mountain and the Jade River.
While her mother worries and complains about their lot, her father brightens their evenings
with storytelling. One day, after a goldfish salesman promises that his wares will bring good
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luck, Minli spends one of her only two coins in an effort to help her family. After her mother
ridicules what she believes to be a foolish purchase, Minli sets out to find the Old Man of the
Moon, who, it is told, may impart the true secret to good fortune. Along the way, she finds
excitement, danger, humor, magic, and wisdom, and she befriends a flightless dragon, a talking
fish, and other companions and helpmates in her quest

Festivals and Celebrations
CHINESE CULTURE ACTIVE LEARNING SERIES BOOK 1: CHINESE TRADITIONAL
HOLIDAYS AND FESTIVALS‐OCDF PUBLICATIONS & DOLPHIN BOOKS (2007)
http://www.amazon.com/Chinese‐Culture‐Active‐Learning‐
Book/dp/1934487007/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1286918732&sr=1‐2
OCDF Publications and Dolphin Books present a multi‐level curriculum tool for understanding
Chinese holidays and festivals in this the first of their classic series. As with all in the Active
Learning series, the beautifully crafted book is accompanied by a CD ROM of almost
unfathomable riches in resources for both student and for teachers in planning their teaching
modules. And, as with all in the series, this pack encourages active learning and involved
teacher planning of activities to suit and develop students of all ages and abilities from K to
Grade 8. The book and its associated CD ROM include worksheets, stories, songs, images for
lesson development, puzzles, planned activities and teacher resources covers festivals in the
lunar year and holidays taken in China. But underpinning that progression, the student is taken
on virtual and real educational journeys to places in China which are emblematic of certain
holidays, and via stories and songs to the history and mythology that lie behind many of the
Chinese holidays. Understanding local customs is addressed in activities that students carry out
as part of the project work. We are taken on tours of the culture of holidays and festivals by, for
example, creating and hanging antithetic couplets for Spring Festival, or by learning how to
make Mooncakes for Mid Autumn Festival. Children will soak up such learning activities!
MOONBEAMS, DUMPLINGS & DRAGON BOATS: A TREASURY OF CHINESE HOLIDAY
TALES, ACTIVITIES & RECIPES – NINA SIMONDS, LESLIE SWARTZ, THE CHILDREN’S
MUSEUM BOSTON, MEILO SO (2002)
http://www.amazon.com/Moonbeams‐Dumplings‐Dragon‐Boats‐
Activities/dp/0152019839/ref=pd_sim_b_4
This book features five holidays: Chinese New Year and the Lantern Festival, Qing Ming, the
Dragon Boat Festival, and the Mid‐Autumn Moon Festival. Each section begins with a one‐page
description of the history and customs of the festival and is followed by a four‐ to six‐page
story, from one to three recipes, and two or three crafts or games. The headings on each page
appear in both English typeface and Chinese calligraphy; a guide to Chinese pronunciation is
included.
THANKING THE MOON: CELEBRATING THE MID‐AUTUMN MOON FESTIVAL – GRACE LIN
(2010)
http://www.amazon.com/Thanking‐Moon‐Celebrating‐Mid‐Autumn‐
Festival/dp/0375861017/ref=pd_sim_b_4
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Under a full harvest moon, a Chinese American family unpacks their car, sets out a drop cloth
and lanterns, and enjoys fruit, moon cakes, and tea at a “nighttime picnic.” They honor the mid‐
autumn moon with moments of quiet thanks and private wishes as they celebrate the
traditional Chinese holiday with other families. In an appended note, author Lin describes the
thanksgiving tradition, citing moon stories and explaining the symbolism of round‐shaped cups,
fruit, and lanterns. For younger children, the slender narrative provides just enough of an
introduction; for school‐age children, the author’s note provides a cultural context.
LIN YI'S LANTERN – BRENDA WILLIAMS, BENJAMIN LACOMBE (2009)
http://www.amazon.com/Lin‐Yis‐Lantern‐Brenda‐Williams/dp/1846861470/ref=pd_cp_b_2
It is the night of the Moon Festival, and Lin Yi is sent to the market for specific items. He longs
for a red rabbit lantern but may only buy one if he has money left over. Although he bargains
well for each item, a disappointed Lin Yi returns home only with the things on his list. All ends
happily, however, when his uncle surprises him with the very lantern he desired.
CHINESE FESTIVALS: CELEBRATING THE MID‐AUTUMN FESTIVAL – SANMU TANG (2008)
http://www.amazon.com/Chinese‐Festivals‐Celebrating‐Mid‐Autumn‐Festival‐
Sanmu/dp/1602209693/ref=pd_sim_b_5

Little Mei wants to know why her family members have all come together this evening.
Grandpa tells her the story of Hou Yi who shot down the suns and his wife Chang'e who floats
to the moon. Includes a quick recipe for moon cakes.

Family Life
GOOD MORNING CHINA – HU YONG YI (2007)
http://www.amazon.com/Good‐Morning‐China‐Hu‐Yong/dp/1596432403/ref=pd_cp_b_2
A Day in the Life of China. Playing, exercising, resting under a lotus tree: the things happening
in an ordinary park on an ordinary morning. Early morning, and a community is coming to
life. Children are playing, an artist is painting, people are exercising and meditating. Each page
in this lovely picure book presents a snap‐shot, and a final foldout spread collects them all to
give a panorama of daily life in China. Hu yong Yi's paintings are saturated with color and rich in
life and feeling.
DIM SUM FOR EVERYONE! – GRACE LIN (2003)
http://www.amazon.com/Dim‐Sum‐Everyone‐Grace‐Lin/dp/0440417708/ref=pd_cp_b_1
This tasty tradition is explored through simple text and realistic illustrations. A family with three
daughters arrives at a restaurant for a meal of "little dishes." Carts are wheeled to each table
and the guests select what they would like to eat. They each choose a favorite dish and then
share with everyone at the table. When the plates and bowls are empty, the family looks
satisfied and a little sleepy. The concluding note explains the cultural history of dim sum as well
as the customs surrounding the meal.
FORTUNE COOKIE FORTUNES – GRACE LIN (2006)
http://www.amazon.com/Fortune‐Cookie‐Fortunes‐Grace‐Lin/dp/0440421926/ref=pd_sim_b_2

World Affairs Council Teacher Resource Packet ‐ China’s Great Leap Into the 21st Century
November 8, 2010

20

TEACHING MATERIALS FOR K‐5 (BOOKS)
While eating at a Chinese restaurant, a young narrator exclaims, "The best part... is the fortune
cookies. Crack! Crack! Crack!" Hers says, "You see the world in a different way." That is indeed
true as she views the world in terms of fortune‐cookie messages and sees them as coming true.
For example, Ma‐Ma's garden is bursting with growth ("Attention and care will make great
things happen"). Jie‐Jie's room is filled with magnificent origami animals ("Your imagination will
create many friends"). A yellow car laden with luggage is trailed by a caption that reads,
"Someone will visit you soon." Lin's trademark patterns grace not only clothing, but also sky
and walls, and the papers with the typed fortunes are decorated with smiley faces. The child's
upbeat view of the world around her is charming. A page of back matter gives the history of
fortune cookies. Pair this book with Ina R. Friedman's How My Parents Learned to
Eat(Houghton, 1984) and Lin's Dim Sum for Everyone (Knopf, 2001) for a delicious program on
Asian food. The final endpaper shows an opened cookie with the fortune, "You have just read a
good book." Children will agree.
KITE FLYING – GRACE LIN (2004)
http://www.amazon.com/Kite‐Flying‐Grace‐Lin/dp/0553112546/ref=pd_sim_b_2
A Chinese girl describes how the members of her family come together to make and fly a
dragon kite. Even the girl's two younger sisters help: Mei Mei cuts the whiskers and Jie Jie
paints a laughing mouth.
THE UGLY VEGETABLES – GRACE LIN (2009)
http://www.amazon.com/Ugly‐Vegetables‐Grace‐Lin/dp/0881063363/ref=pd_sim_b_4
A Chinese‐American girl and her mother grow a vegetable garden in a neighborhood where
everyone else grows flowers. The girl thinks their plants are ugly compared to flowers, but soon
learns that vegetables can make a very delicious soup one that the whole neighborhood wants
to try. Soon everyone is growing Chinese vegetables as well as flowers.
IN THE SNOW – HUY VOUN LEE (2000)
http://www.amazon.com/Snow‐Huy‐Voun‐Lee/dp/0805065792/ref=pd_sim_b_3
As Xiao Ming and his mother walk through the winter forest, the fresh snow‐white and smooth
as paper‐inspires an educational game. While his mother scratches Chinese characters with a
stick, Xiao Ming guesses what the symbols represent. Through careful teaching, the mother
links characters and words so that they make sense to a child.
AT THE BEACH – HUY VOUN LEE (1998)
http://www.amazon.com/At‐Beach‐Huy‐Voun‐Lee/dp/0805058222/ref=pd_cp_b_3
A little boy and his mother's day at the beach is the vehicle for this concept book about Chinese
characters. Ten characters are introduced as mother and child write them in the sand; verbal
mnemonics are reinforced by pictures of people or nature. For example, the character for
"woman" is vividly illustrated by a woman posing for a photo with a baby in her arms.
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Chinese Culture and Traditions
THE CHINESE BOOK OF ANIMAL POWERS – CHUNGLIANG AL HUANG , AL CHUNG‐
LIANG HUANG)
http://www.amazon.com/Chinese‐Book‐Animal‐
Powers/dp/0060277289/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1286921903&sr=1‐2

Using a picture‐book format, an accomplished calligrapher depicts each animal of the Chinese
zodiac on a double‐page spread and outlines the supposed personality traits of people born
under that sign. The Chinese characters naming the animals are written in elegant black‐and‐
white brush strokes, as well as the cursive letters of the English alphabet, using the author's
own idiosyncratic, phonetic Romanization. Calligraphy, the foundation of Chinese painting,
revered above all other Chinese arts for 2000 years, is the star here.
LIU AND THE BIRD: A JOURNEY IN CHINESE CALLIGRAPHY – CATHERINE LOUIS, FENG
XIAO MIN, SIBYLLE KAZEROID (2008)
http://www.amazon.com/Liu‐Bird‐Journey‐Chinese‐Calligraphy/dp/0735822166/ref=pd_sim_b_5

A Chinese girl journeys up the mountain to visit her grandfather, who gives her a brush and asks
her to draw what she has seen along the way. Bold, distinctive linocut prints on dyed, textured
papers illustrate the story. On each double‐page spread readers will find a few lines of text, a
large picture of the child on her journey, and a series of thumbnail images that take a word from
the story and show the pictorial evolution of the Chinese character representing it. Illustrating
the word river, for example, is a postage‐stamp‐size picture of wavy lines (water) placed
between rows of upright, spiky lines (plants on the banks). The second picture simplifies the
first to five wavy lines; the third shows the Chinese calligraphic symbol for river, three curved
lines. Not every progression is straightforward, but like Ed Young's Voices of the Heart (1997),
this presentation connects the ideas behind words with the Chinese characters that stand for
them. With striking artwork and an unusual concept, this challenging picture book
demonstrates the pictographic origins of symbols in the development of writing.
MY LITTLE BOOK OF CHINESE WORDS (BILINGUAL EDITION) (ENGLISH AND MANDARIN
CHINESE EDITION) – CATHERINE LOUIS, SHI BO, MARY CHRIS BRADLEY (2008)
http://www.amazon.com/Little‐Chinese‐Bilingual‐English‐Mandarin/dp/0735821747/ref=pd_sim_b_5

This handsome picture book focuses on the visual aspect of Chinese characters. Words are
introduced on the verso with the modern Chinese character and a smaller ancient character in
the upper left corner of the page, so one is immediately aware of the evolution of the visual
form of the word.
THE PET DRAGON: A STORY ABOUT ADVENTURE, FRIENDSHIP, AND CHINESE
CHARACTERS – CHRISTOPHER NIEMANN (2008)
http://www.amazon.com/Pet‐Dragon‐Adventure‐Friendship‐Characters/dp/0061577766/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_b

Introduces readers to 33 Chinese characters via an ingenious, breezy tale about a spunky
heroine named Lin who's searching for her runaway pet dragon. Throughout Lin's quest,
Niemann superimposes bold, black Chinese characters over key images or other elements in his
super‐smooth digital graphics. When Lin herself is introduced, for example, the character for
person is overlaid on her figure, allowing readers to see how it evokes the outline of a body and
two legs.
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GLOBAL SANDBOX : 21ST CENTURY PRIMARY EDUCATION
Eileen Hynes, GC Elementary Teacher in Residence
Globalsandbox.blogspot.com
There are as many different reasons to bring the study of different cultures into an elementary
classroom as there are different cultures to learn about. Whatever your reason might be the response
from young children is usually honest and open curiosity. If the country you are sharing with your
students is one that you are curious about your students will pick up on your interest. I have always
loved to travel, and as a teacher I have tried to take full advantage of the summer months to read
professional journals and current research about teaching and especially to travel. While on trips I
collect games, cards and common household items that I can bring back to my classroom along with
photographs, recipes, and spices. Then during my travels I keep the students in mind and make sure
to visit places that will be of interest to them.
Traveling with my own children when they were young was a perfect way to see a new culture
through the eyes of a child. I also invite friends and friends of friends, along with parents and family
members of current students into my classroom to share first hand experiences of places we are
learning about. The Peace Corp has a great program to bring recent returning volunteers into
classrooms. High school students who have traveled through the Rotary International Exchange
Program, Amigos, Global Visionaries or Bridges to Understanding are all happy to come to a
classroom as a volunteer to share their first hand experiences.
We are fortunate in the Seattle area to have so many programs bringing international travel
experiences to students. The World Affairs Council has also compiled a great list of travel
opportunities for teachers. With a bit of planning you could be packing your bags next summer for
the trip of a lifetime. Sharing your own first hand experiences with your students adds a wonderful
dimension to a study of another culture. It is the moment when a student looks from me to the globe
as his finger traces the path of the Yangtze River and asks, “you’ve been there?” and I nod, “yes” that I
see the world truly open for him. The message is, “I went there and so can you!” And now, that
student is ready to learn as much as he can, so when his turn comes he will be ready. For now, we
open our hearts to learn about other ways of living and thinking, full of curiosity and understanding
and without prejudice or fear.
21st Century China is in the news every day, and I want the students I teach to have a clear
understanding of this complex culture that has made significant contributions to humankind since
ancient times. With a growing middle class society in China, American children today perhaps have
even more in common than ever with their Chinese counterparts. Technology makes it possible to
communicate and share in greater depth with students and classrooms around the globe.
This past summer while traveling in Shanghai with the National Consortium for Teaching about Asia I
spoke to the parent of a kindergarten student at the Children’s Palace. We were talking about
schools. The parent said in China the push is get the schools to operate more like American schools
with an emphasis on creative problem solving. I said, in the US we are told we must teach the
children to work harder, as Chinese students do. We smiled; both of these comments are true. Our
students can learn a lot from each other.
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K‐12 QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION
Grades K‐2
Subjects: Families in our community and other places
Look What Came From China – Mike Harvey (1999)
http://www.amazon.com/Look‐What‐China‐Miles‐Harvey/dp/0531159361/ref=pd_bxgy_b_text_c

Describes many things, both familiar and unfamiliar, that originally came from China, including
inventions, food, tools, animals, toys, games, musical instruments, fashion, medicine, holidays,
and sports.
Questions:
1.
How do you and your family celebrate holidays?
2.
Which Chinese inventions do you use on a daily basis? How would your life change
if they hadn’t been invented?
3.
What role does music play in your life and that of your family?
Grades 3‐5
Subjects: Cultures in our community and throughout the United States
Made in China: Ideas and Inventions from Ancient China – Suzanne Williams, Andrea Fong (1997)
http://www.amazon.com/Made‐China‐Ideas‐Inventions‐Ancient/dp/1881896145/ref=pd_sim_b_10

Despite the subtitle, this book also looks at famous persons and dynasties of Chinese history
from 1700 B.C. to the 16th century. Some of the inventions included are the casting of bronze
bells, crossbows, paper, silk, a seismograph, printing, the abacus, the compass, and porcelain;
the ideas range from religion, to improvements in agriculture, to medicine. The arrangement of
the 36 topics is roughly chronological.
Questions:
1.
Describe a way Chinese culture has influenced your life?
2.
What roles do Chinese inventions play in your community?
3.
Why do you think Seattle has such a vibrant International District?

Grades 6‐8
Subjects: World geography and immigration and migration
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet – Jamie Ford (2009)
http://www.randomhouse.com/acmart/catalog/display.pperl?isbn=9780345505347&view=tg

Fifth‐grade scholarship students and best friends Henry and Keiko are the only Asians in their
Seattle elementary school in 1942. Henry is Chinese, Keiko is Japanese, and Pearl Harbor has
made all Asians‐even those who are American born‐targets for abuse. Because Henry's
nationalistic father has a deep‐seated hatred for Japan, Henry keeps his friendship with and
eventual love for Keiko a secret. When Keiko's family is sent to an internment camp in Idaho,
Henry vows to wait for her.
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QUESTIONS FOR K‐12 DISCUSSION
Questions:
1. How would you feel when wearing an arm band that reads “I am Chinese?” Why did
Henry’s father have him do that?
2. How has the International District changed over the last fifty years?
3. How was the immigration experience different for Henry and his father? How has it
changed since then?
Grades 9‐10
Subjects: International conflicts, emergence of new nations, and challenges to human rights
and democracy
Questions:
1.
China’s search to find and secure natural resources around the world has led to
relationships with countries like Sudan that have been accused of genocide. How
should the international community respond or punish these relationships?
2.
Liu Xiaobo has been jailed several times for pressuring the Chinese government to
improve human rights. Recently, he won the Nobel Peace Prize. Still, Liu Xiaobo is
imprisoned. How should the international community respond to human rights
abuses like this?
3.
Taiwan remains a sensitive topic in U.S.‐China relations, with the United States
supporting the breakaway democratic island, and China considering it part of
China. Should the United States and international community recognize Taiwan as
an independent nation even if it damages their relationship with the mainland?
Grades 11‐12
Subjects: WWII, The Cold War, and contemporary global problems
Questions:
1.
During the Cold War, the United States established diplomatic relations with
communist China in order to weaken the Soviet Union. Today, Russia is quasi‐
democratic and China still remains officially communist. Yet, despite these political
differences the United States and China are major trading partners. Do you see a
conflict between The United States’ supposed democratic values and our economic
relationship with China?
2.
China holds more United States’ debt than any other country. After considering
some of the resources in the packet, do you believe this is helpful or hurtful in
improving U.S.‐China relations?
3.
As an Allied nation in WWII, China was given permanent status on the United
Nations Security Council. Should China’s permanent seat on the Security Council be
reconsidered in light of their domestic antidemocratic policies, external support for
countries like Sudan that violate human rights, and their unwillingness to impose
sanctions on countries like Iran and North Korea that threaten global security?
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CHINA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
A GLIMPSE OF CHINA’S MIDDLE CLASS
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/09/a‐glimpse‐of‐chinas‐middle‐class/
In maintaining the livelihood of the people and promoting harmony, an important goal is to
gradually form an “olive‐shaped” distribution configuration in which middle‐income workers
are the majority. As the middle class, the middle‐income population should be society’s
stabilizer. However, distorted high housing prices have overdrawn on much of what they will
make in a lifetime.
CHINA IS NOW #2…SO NOW WHAT?
http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2010/08/china‐is‐now‐2‐so‐now‐what/61666/
If you weren't hibernating recently, you probably saw that China surpassed Japan to become
the #2 economy in the world. Many smart people have already weighed in on China having
passed this psychological threshold (see here, here, and here). Consensus opinion seems to boil
down to "not so fast, let's put this development in context."

The Atlantic 2010

Despite being number 2 in global GDP, China’s per capita income is still tiny compared to
the United States and Japan.

CHINA POISED TO LEAD WORLD IN PATENT FILINGS
http://economix.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/10/06/china‐poised‐to‐lead‐world‐in‐patent‐filings/
Having passed Germany (exports), Japan (gross domestic product) and the United States (auto
sales) over the past year, China is now poised to lead the world in yet another category: patent
application filings.
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CHINA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CHINA’S NEXT LEAP FORWARD
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052748704654004575517950869853586.html
The jump from middle‐income to rich status is much harder to achieve than the ascent from
poverty. But there are plenty of reasons to believe China's growth prospects remain strong.
CHINA’S UNBALANCED GROWTH HAS SERVED IT WELL
http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=41699
Investment as a share of gross domestic product is now well over 40 per cent, while private
consumption has fallen to 36 per cent. Some observers believe that this imbalance can only
lead to economic collapse; others see it as China’s underlying source of power. The truth is in‐
between: while there is nothing fundamentally wrong with the country’s economic strategy,
China needs to move slowly towards more sustainable growth.
HOW CHINA SEES ITS CURRENCY
http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=41691
It is important to know when and how the renminbi became undervalued. This aspect of the
story is rarely covered in United States commentaries on the issue of China’s currency. In my
opinion, the renminbi became undervalued late 2003 when China’s trade surplus — especially
its bilateral trade surplus with the United States — fairly suddenly began a steep incline.
IS CHINA A CURRENCY MANIPULATOR?
http://www.cfr.org/publication/21902/is_china_a_currency_manipulator.html
Six experts debate whether the United States should classify China as a “currency
manipulator.” Some argue China’s policies of holding the value of the Yuan down in order to
decrease the cost of exports is the reason for China’s massive economic growth and also an
unfair trade advantage. However, others argue any official US designation of China as a
“currency manipulator” would harm US‐China relations.
DOES THE FUTURE BELONG TO CHINA?
http://www.newsweek.com/2005/05/08/does‐the‐future‐belong‐to‐china.html
China is now the world's largest producer of coal, steel and cement, the second largest
consumer of energy and the third largest importer of oil, which is why gas prices are soaring.
China's exports to the United States have grown by 1,600 percent over the past 15 years, and
U.S. exports to China have grown by 415 percent. This 7‐page article was published in 2005, but
it is still quite good. Note that the statistics will be dated.
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CHINA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
THE MOST USEFUL GRAPH YOU’LL SEE ABOUT ‘CURRENCY WARS’
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2010/10/the‐most‐useful‐graph‐youll‐see‐
about‐currency‐wars/65102/

What does it show? That when the Chinese government let the value of the RMB go up starting
in 2005 (rising red line), two things happened. Chinese exports grew more slowly and in the
depth of world recession actually went down (descending blue/black line), and Chinese
household spending went up (rising green line).
IS CHEAP LABOUR DRYING UP?
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/is‐cheap‐labour‐drying‐up/
Long the life‐blood of China’s economy, it seems cheap labour is becoming increasingly hard to
come by. Following an article written earlier last month by Duncan Innes‐Ker of the Economist
Intelligence Unit, Hong Kong‐based Phoenix News has reported on the China Entrepreneurial
survey results, which showed that for the first time in the past ten years migrant wages have
been raising faster than wages for urban workers. As a result, while industries struggle to make
the leap from low‐cost mass production to high‐end manufacturing, migrants are finding
themselves increasingly in a position to “assert their influence over the marketplace”.
NEWS ANALYSIS: CURRENCY RIFT WITH CHINA EXPOSES LOST CLOUT OF U.S.
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/11/business/economy/11currency.html?ref=asia
The divergence between the mounting anxieties over Chinese policy and the cautious official
response was a striking display of the difficulty of securing international economic cooperation,
two years after the financial crisis began. Above all, officials say, the crisis has shifted influence
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CHINA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
from the richest powers toward Asia and Latin America, whose economies have weathered the
recession much better than those of the United States, Europe and Japan.
IN CHINA, LABOR DISPUTES OVERWHELMING COURTS
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/09/in‐china‐labor‐disputes‐overwhelming‐courts/
China Daily reported Wednesday that statistics from the Supreme People’s Court show 295,000
labor dispute cases brought to court in 2008, an increase of 95 percent from the previous year.
That statistic is slightly higher than the 280,000 that Chinese news organizations had previously
reported.
WHY CHINA’S ECONOMY WILL GROW TO $123 TRILLION BY 2040
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/01/04/123000000000000
The author argues that based on economic projections, the decline of other world powers,
reform within China, an increasingly well‐educated population, and because of other factors
that China will overwhelmingly have the largest economy by the year 2040.
WHY IS CHINA GROWING SO FAST?
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/issues8/index.htm
This interesting resource from the IMF discusses the reasons for China’s massive and fast
economic growth since the introduction of free market reforms.
CHINA TO HAVE 200 MILLION VEHICLES BY 2020
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/09/china‐to‐have‐200‐million‐vehicles‐by‐2020/
The number of vehicles on China’s roads will more than double to at least 200 million by 2020, a
top official was quoted Monday as saying, further straining the nation’s environment and
energy supply.
CHINA’S GLOBAL HUNT FOR ENERGY (2005)
http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/wk_wzdetails.asp?id=4511
(Originally published in Foreign Affairs) Chinese foreign policy is now driven by China's
unprecedented need for resources. In exchange for access to oil and other raw materials to fuel
its booming economy, Beijing has boosted its bilateral relations with resource‐rich states,
sometimes striking deals with rogue governments or treading on U.S. turf. Beijing's hunger
may worry some in Washington, but it also creates new grounds for cooperation.
CHINA RISES AND RISES, YET STILL GETS FOREIGN AID
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jmoA54ulxK2sGnJTJzlCZ6ogzy0QD9IF
3FDO1
The Associated Press: China spent tens of billions of dollars on a dazzling 2008 Olympics. It has
sent astronauts into space. It recently became the world's second largest economy. Yet it gets
more than $2.5 billion a year in foreign government aid ‐ and taxpayers and lawmakers in donor
countries are increasingly asking why. …. The U.S. gave $65 million in 2008, mainly for targeted
programs promoting safe nuclear energy, health, human rights and disaster relief. The reason
Washington gives so little is because it still maintains the sanctions imposed following the 1989
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CHINA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
military crackdown on pro‐democracy demonstrators at Tiananmen Square, said Drew
Thompson, a China expert at the Nixon Center in Washington, D.C.
CHINA’S GREAT WALL OF TRAFFIC JAM: 11 DAYS 74.5 MILES (2010)
http://abcnews.go.com/International/chinas‐traffic‐jam‐lasts‐11‐days‐reaches‐
74/story?id=11550037&page=1
China’s infrastructure has had trouble catching up with its rapid development. Roads designed
to handle up to 10,000 cars are now being crowded with 14,000 vehicles per day, while overall
road use across China has risen by 130% in only one year from 2009‐2010. One consequence of
this rapid development was a traffic jam than stretched over 74 miles and lasted for 11 days this
summer.
CHINA’S INFRASTRUCTURE GAINS AFFECT ENERGY
http://www.upi.com/Science_News/Resource‐Wars/2010/05/20/Chinas‐infrastructure‐gains‐
affect‐energy/UPI‐26311274371155/
China’s push to improve its infrastructure has the negative consequence of gobbling up energy
and hurting the country’s efforts to conserve energy.
WORLD BANK: CHINA URBAN DEVELOPMENT QUARTERLY
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/CHINAEXTN/Resources/318949‐
1268688634523/Quarterly_June_2010.pdf
The World Bank quarterly update provides an update on recent economic and social
developments and policies in China, and present findings from ongoing World Bank work on
China. The update is produced by a team from the Beijing Office with support from the China
country team.
CHINA’S EXCHANGE RATE POLICY: THE HEAT IS ON
http://www.cfr.org/publication/21455/chinas_exchange_rate_policy.html
The authorities in [developed] countries are coming to see China's exchange rate policy as an
important distortion in the world economy that will hold back adjustment of global imbalances
and slow the recovery of other economies worldwide….
CHINA’S CRUMBLING INFRASTRUCTURE A GOOD BET FOR INVESTORS (2008)
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/02/27/business/worldbusiness/27iht‐iposide.1.10463825.html
China's crumbling roads and overcrowded railroads may be a nightmare for travelers, but the
transport sector offers a good bet for investors seeking reliable and growing profits.
ONCE BANNED, DOGS REFLECT CHINA’S RISE (2010)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/25/world/asia/25dogs.html?_r=1&src=me
This fascinating article explores the history of dog ownership in communist China. Once
banned to conserve resources, dog ownership has risen to nearly 1 million animals, reflecting
the more prosperous economic times as a growing Chinese middleclass can now afford to have
dogs as pets. Gradually, China’s restrictions on dog ownership have decreased. Today there is
even a bill pending that would ban eating dogs.
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CHINA’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
URBANIZING INDIA AND CHINA: HOW TO MOVE 1.5 BILLION PEOPLE
http://www.amazon.com/2008‐Global‐Conference‐Urbanizing‐
Billion/dp/B001HL01SC/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1286402839&sr=8‐3
Can India and China keep growing at their current rates? In both nations, huge populations are
abandoning the countryside, flocking to metropolitan centers in search of opportunity. While
urbanization is an inevitable side effect of economic growth, it can impose serious strains on
infrastructure, energy consumption and the environment. The tremendous shifts in India and
China are also increasing calls for more fundamental reforms in their legal systems and policies.
This panel from the 2008 Milken Institute Global Conference examines the profound changes
that are unfolding with 1.5 billion people on the move.
CHINA: FACTORY OF THE WORLD
http://world‐affairs.org/globalclassroom/resources/2008‐%203‐
17%20Web%20Version%20China%20Energy%20CBA.pdf
Shortly after Mao Zedong’s death in 1976, Deng Xiaoping and other reformers moved to grow
China’s economy instituting new “reform and opening” policies. After three decades of
spectacular economic growth, China has emerged as the manufacturing factory of the world.
These lesson plans, activities, and resources will help students begin to examine China's current
industrial revolution and explore the benefits and costs of its spectacular growth. Since this is
huge issue, the CBA unit is designed to help students break the topic down and focus on one
aspect to research and present on.

Environmental Problems
AREN’T WE CLEVER? (2010)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/19/opinion/19friedman.html?ref=thomaslfriedman
“There is really no debate about climate change in China,” said Peggy Liu, chairwoman of the
Joint U.S.‐China Collaboration on Clean Energy, a nonprofit group working to accelerate the
greening of China. “China’s leaders are mostly engineers and scientists, so they don’t waste
time questioning scientific data.” The push for green in China, she added, “is a practical
discussion on health and wealth.
CHINA’S ENVIRONMENT: AN ANNOTATED DIRECTORY OF INTERNET RESOURCES
http://newton.uor.edu/Departments&Programs/AsianStudiesDept/china‐environ.html
This website offers links to academic essays, reports, and websites associated with China’s
environmental issues.
CHINADIALOGUE
http://www.chinadialogue.net/article/show/single/en/1802
China is growing fast and, as it grows, it is faced with urgent environmental challenges.
Environmental costs may account for 10 per cent of China's GDP and the effects of pollution,
desertification and climate change are already beginning to be felt within China and outside her
borders. Climate change, species loss, pollution, water scarcity and environment damage are
not problems confined to one country: they are challenges that concern all the world's citizens,
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but the rise of China gives them a new urgency. Chinadialogue.net is an independent, non‐
profit organisation based in London, Beijing and San Francisco.
AS CHINA ROARS, POLLUTION REACHES DEADLY EXTREMES (2007)
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/26/world/asia/26china.html
But just as the speed and scale of China’s rise as an economic power have no clear parallel in
history, so its pollution problem has shattered all precedents. Environmental degradation is
now so severe, with such stark domestic and international repercussions, that pollution poses
not only a major long‐term burden on the Chinese public but also an acute political challenge to
the ruling Communist Party.
FAREWELL TO THE YANGTZE RIVER DOLPHIN
http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1651819,00.html
The Yangtze River dolphin, one of the world's rarest mammals, is no more, a victim of China's
breakneck economic growth and competition for food with one of the world's most common
large mammals — human beings.
CHINA’S CREEPING SANDS
http://www.chinadialogue.net/article/show/single/en/3114
Growing sands are transforming China’s arable land, with nearly 20% of the country’s land area
classified as desert. A slideshow by photographer Sean Gallagher documents the issue, which
affects the lives of an estimated 400 million people.
WOODROW WILSON INTERNATIONAL CENTER FOR SCHOLARS – CHINA
ENVIRONMENT FORUM
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=topics.home&topic_id=1421
FACTSHEET: http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/docs/energy_factsheet.pdf
Since 1997, the China Environment Forum has been active in creating programming and
publications to encourage dialogue among U.S. and Chinese scholars, policymakers,
businesses, and nongovernmental organizations on environmental and energy challenges in
China. This resource includes information on a wide variety of environmental issues and
renewable energy in China and contains multimedia, up to date news, event information, and
multiple publications including a nine part environmental series.
WORLDWATCH INSTITUTE: CHINA WATCH
http://www.worldwatch.org/taxonomy/term/53
As a joint initiative of the Worldwatch Institute and Beijing‐based Global Environmental
Institute, China Watch reports on energy, agriculture, population, water, health, and the
environment in China—with an emphasis on big‐picture analysis relevant to policy makers, the
business community, and non‐governmental organizations.
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION – THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
http://english.sepa.gov.cn/
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This is the website for China’s official state agency responsible for all issues related to
environmental protection. This is a good “first stop” site for information pertaining to China’s
environmental policies.
CHINA’S ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGE
http://world‐
affairs.org/globalclassroom/resources/CBA%20China%20Olympics%20%2B%20Handouts.pdf
With its intense economic growth, huge population, and rising energy consumption, China now
faces many serious environmental problems. In this curriculum unit, students will learn about
China's current environmental situation and explore the complex challenges facing the
leadership and the peoples of this diverse land. This unit includes an environmental quiz and
extensive fact sheets. In a role‐playing exercise, students will use primary sources to explore
multiple perspectives and points of view.
CHINA’S ENVIRONMENTAL CRISIS
http://www.cfr.org/publication/12608/chinas_environmental_crisis.html
China’s economic boom has brought a concurrent environmental crisis. Sixteen of the world's
twenty most polluted cities are in China. Beijing's pledge to host a “Green Olympics” in the
summer of 2008 signals the country's willingness to address its environmental problems. But
with less than two years until the summer games, the country does not look likely to meet its
environmental goals.
U.S.‐CHINA COOPERATION ON CLIMATE CHANGE
http://www.carnegieendowment.org/files/pb57_chandler_final.pdf
Together, China and the United States produce 40 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions.
Their actions to curb or expand energy consumption will determine whether efforts to stop
global climate change succeed or fail. If these two nations act to curb emissions, the rest of the
world can more easily coalesce on a global plan. If either fails to act, the mitigation strategies
adopted by the rest of the world will fall far short of averting disaster for large parts of the
earth.
CHOKING ON GROWTH
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2007/08/26/world/asia/choking_on_growth.html
This series of articles and multimedia examines China’s pollution crisis, to include issues such as
water quality, industrial pollution, wildlife degradation and green efforts. The speed of China’s
rise as an economic power is unprecedented, as is the scale of its environmental problems.
Environmental woes that might be considered catastrophic in some countries can seem
commonplace in China: industrial cities where people rarely see the sun; children killed or
sickened by lead poisoning or other types of local pollution; a coastline so swamped by algal red
tides that large sections of the ocean no longer sustain marine life.
THE GREAT LEAP BACKWARD
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/20070901faessay86503/elizabeth‐c‐economy/the‐great‐leap‐
backward.html
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China's environmental woes are mounting, and the country is fast becoming one of the leading
polluters in the world. The situation continues to deteriorate because even when Beijing sets
ambitious targets to protect the environment, local officials generally ignore them, preferring
to concentrate on further advancing economic growth. Really improving the environment in
China will require revolutionary bottom‐up political and economic reforms.
RESOURCE PRESSURES AND CHINA’S ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGE
http://www.ecan.eu/files/Resource_Pressures_and_Chinas_Environmental_Challenge_0.pdf
Since the 1980s, China has enjoyed exceptional economic growth, which has lifted millions out
of poverty, facilitated technological modernization and been accompanied by integration into
world markets. A preoccupation with maximizing the speed of growth has, however, entailed
high economic and social costs. One of the most intractable consequences of China's
remarkable growth record has been increasingly severe environmental degradation.
CHINA’S TOP WATER ISSUES
http://www.pbs.org/kqed/chinainside/nature/waterissues.html
This interactive map illustrates some of the most pressing water‐related issues in China and
how problems that originate upstream are inherited by those living downstream, even those
living in other countries.
FARMING CITED AS WORST WATER POLLUTER
http://english.caing.com/2010‐02‐12/100117445.html
A nationwide survey of pollution sources recently unveiled by the Ministry of Environment
challenges the conventional belief that manufacturers are China's most serious polluters.
Instead, the survey shows farming is responsible for much of the chemical oxygen demand as
well as excessive nitrogen and phosphate pollution that taints the nation's waterways.
ALEX WANG ON ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE IN CHINA
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/video‐alex‐wang‐on‐environmental‐governance‐in‐china/
On 24 June 2010 Dr Andreas Fulda from the School of Contemporary Chinese Studies at the
University of Nottingham, UK interviewed Senior Attorney Alex Wang, Director of NRDC
Beijing Office, China Environmental Law Project in Beijing. Alex Wang discussed the
significance of environmental governance, freedom of information and public participation in
the PR China. Interview in English
WHICH WAY FORWARD FOR CHINESE NGOS?
http://www.chinadialogue.net/article/show/single/en/1802
New regulations on open government information have ushered in a new environment for the
country’s NGOs. Chinadialogue asked He Ping how green groups can best use their increasing
influence.
CHINA’S ENVIRONMENT: HISTORY, POLICY, AND SUSTAINABILITY (2000)
http://spot.colorado.edu/~yehe/ChinaEnvironmentSyllabus.html
In this course you will cover the extensive recent literature on China’s environment. You can
begin by considering a range of analytical approaches that can be used to conduct research on
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China’s environment, including environmental history, institutional politics, property rights,
economics, and political ecology.

China’s Green Solutions
HOW CHINA OVERTOOK U.S. IN RENEWABLE ENERGY
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/31/business/energy‐environment/31renew.html
The article discusses how China invests more into renewable energy than any other country.
Statistical data for many of the world’s major economies and energy consumers is also listed in
the article.
CHINA MAY IMPOSE RESOURCE TAX ON COAL
http://english.caing.com/2010‐11‐01/100194250.html
China may start to tax coal by 3 to 5 percent based on prices as part of the country's resource
tax reform, according to the official Xinhua News Agency.
TURNING POINT IN TIANJIN (2010)
http://www.chinadialogue.net/article/show/single/en/3894
Dozens of Chinese civil‐society groups came together to host events at October 2010 climate
talks in Tianjin. Programme coordinator Lu Sicheng tells Meng Si it was a historic milestone.
CHINA IS LEADING THE RACE TO MAKE RENEWABLE ENERGY (2010)
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/31/business/energy‐environment/31renew.html
This article discusses how China recently became the world’s number one producer of solar
panels and wind turbines. It is also making major investments in other “green” energy
technologies.
CHINA’S POTENT WIND POTENTIAL (2009)
http://www.technologyreview.com/energy/23460/?a=f
This fascinating research from MIT finds that China could potentially meet its entire country’s
energy needs exclusively by wind power by 2030. Researchers came to this conclusion based on
meteorological projections and the fact that China has doubled its wind power capacity every
year for the past five years.
SLIDE SHOW: THIRSTY BEIJING (2010)
http://www.chinadialogue.net/article/show/single/en/3886‐Slideshow‐thirsty‐Beijing
Per capita drinking water resources in the Chinese capital have sunk to 4% of the global
average. In a series of images, photographer Olli Geibel documents the city’s predicament.
POLITICAL DRAWING ENERGY
http://www.politico.com/wuerker/archive/20100920‐sustainable‐energy‐2100.html
This clever political cartoon shows how China has seized an opportunity to lead the world in
clean energy technologies.
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Migrant Labor and Rural Poverty
MIGRANT RESIDENCY IN URBAN AREAS
http://english.caing.com/2010‐03‐16/100127190.html
China's migrant phenomenon is unlike any other. Laborers flock to cities for construction and
basic jobs most city dwellers are unwilling to do. They become an integral part of the cities. But
in terms of housing, healthcare and education, migrant workers receive none of the benefits
granted city residents. This is not because they are poor, but because they do not have a hukou,
or permanent residency permit, for the city where they spend most of the year.
CHINA’S WAR ON POVERTY – FOCUS ON MIGRANT WORKERS
http://japanese.china.org.cn/english/102589.htm
Provides a list of articles relating to migrant labor in China.
CHINA’S REVERSE MIGRATION – AS ORDERS DRY UP, FACTORY WORKERS HEAD HOME
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/0,1518,600188,00.html
The promise of prosperity lured Quan Xiaoju from her home in rural China to the assembly lines
in the bustling city of Guangzhou. Now, like countless other migrant workers, she is heading
back home as the jobs dry up and China's boom comes to an end.
CHINA’S MIGRANT WORKERS (2007/2008)
http://www.prol‐position.net/nl/2008/10/chinas%20migrant%20workers
This article examines the history of migrant labor in China. The exact number of all migrants is
unclear. Even the government newspaper China Daily gives figures between 150 million – or
11.5 percent of the population, nearly double the figure of 1996 – and 200 million (28.11.2006).
According to 2005 statistics the urban population was about 560 million – including the
mingong and their families who lived in the cities for more than six months – that is about 43
percent of the 1.3 billion people in all of China.
RURAL POVERTY IN CHINA
http://www.ruralpovertyportal.org/web/guest/country/home/tags/china
China's vastness and diversity encompass a broad range of the problems and challenges facing
small farmers and pastoralists throughout the developing world. Despite China’s strong and
sustained economic growth, poverty is still widespread, especially in rural areas.
CHINA POLICE RESCUE SLAVES FROM BRICK KILN
http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/world/asia/article7140456.ece
Chinese police have freed 33 slave labourers who were held in a brickworks and tortured with
electric shocks when they disobeyed their masters. The brutal conditions at the kiln — the
latest to be exposed in a series of rural slavery scandals — came to light when a man escaped
and told police….
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WASHINGTON POST: TWO CHINESE VILLAGES, TWO VIEWS OF RURAL POVERTY
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp‐dyn/content/article/2006/07/31/AR2006073101399.html
Nestled mid‐slope in the foothills of China's second‐poorest province, Dacitan is a village run
almost entirely by women, mothers who work the potato and wheat fields while their husbands
are away. Seventy miles to the east, perched on a remote mountain ridge above a collapsing
dirt road, Sale is thick with men who sit idle, hoping for opportunity that never arrives and
women who rarely do.
A GRIM YEAR OF THE OX (2009)
http://www.iht.com/articles/2009/01/26/opinion/edkine.php
Violations of the rights of migrants have been well‐documented by the Chinese government as
well as by nongovernmental organizations including Human Rights Watch long before the
current economic crisis.
YOUNG, EDUCATED AND JOBLESS IN CHINA
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/feb/18/business/la‐fi‐china‐grads19‐2010feb19
With millions graduating from college each year and few jobs awaiting them, the country's
central planners worry that a mass social experiment that created a class of professionals is
backfiring.

Freedom of the Press/Human Rights
HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHINA
http://www.hrichina.org/public/
Human Rights in China (HRIC), founded by Chinese students and scholars in March 1989, is an
international, Chinese, nongovernmental organization with a mission to promote international
human rights and advance the institutional protection of these rights in the People’s Republic
of China. HRIC’s board and staff include Chinese, North American, and European individuals
devoted to fostering greater space for democratic reforms and social justice. It is based in New
York and Hong Kong. It publishes the China Rights Forum, a quarterly journal.
COMIC RELIEF: CHINESE NETIZENS FIND HUMOR IN THE NOBEL PEACE PRIZE
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/comic‐relief‐chinese‐netizens‐find‐humor‐in‐the‐nobel‐
peace‐prize/
This website is a collection of jokes and humorous comments about Liu Xiaobo’s Nobel Peace
Prize that have been collected online

On October 7th netizens predicted that if on the following day the news broadcasts
did not announce the Nobel Peace Prize, then that would mean that the award
certainly went to a particular Chinese person.
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LIU XIAOBO: THE OFFICIAL PORTRAIT
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/evanosnos/2010/10/liu‐xiaobo‐the‐official‐portrait.html

After initially avoiding the news of Liu Xiaobo’s Nobel Peace Prize, the Chinese state‐backed
media has swung firmly in the other direction: It is now vigorously presenting its side of the
story. That means advancing a portrait of Liu as the “West’s tool” who seeks to “destroy the
progress of Chinese society and the welfare of the Chinese people.” For a profile found in the
official Chinese press see:
Who is Liu Xiaobo? http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/indepth/2010‐10/28/c_13579766.htm
LIU XIAOBO AND UNIVERSAL VALUES
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2010/10/11/liu‐xiaobo‐and‐universal‐values/
The award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Liu Xiaobo is a salutary event. For a Chinese writer and
public intellectual to be so singled out does his nation no dishonour, despite official statements
to the contrary. It shows rather that China, a nation that once led the world in the enunciation
of universal values, is capable of returning to its ancient role.
THIS NOBEL PRIZE WAS BOLD AND RIGHT—BUT HITS CHINA’S MOST SENSITIVE NERVE
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2010/oct/13/nobel‐peace‐prize‐liu‐
xiaobo‐chinese‐state
Norway's Nobel peace prize committee has done the right thing in awarding this year's prize to
Liu Xiaobo. The furious reaction of the Chinese state shows just how complicated doing the
right thing will become as we advance into an increasingly post‐western world.
CHINA’S NOBEL
http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=41700
Beijing reacted negatively to the news that Liu Xiaobo won this year’s Nobel Peace Prize for his
non‐violent struggle for human rights.
CHINA BLANKS NOBEL PEACE PRIZE SEARCHES
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/china‐blanks‐nobel‐peace‐prize‐searches/
With news media across the globe reacting to this year’s Nobel Peace Prize announcement,
authorities in the winner’s homeland are racing to delete his name from all public domains.
Type “Liu Xiaobo” — or “Nobel Peace Prize,” for that matter — in search engines in China and
hit return, you get a blaring error page. It’s the same for the country’s increasingly popular
micro‐blogging sites. “Nobel Prize” was the top‐trending topic until the authorities acted to
remove all mentions of the award.
CHINESE PREMIER’S CNN INTERVIEW CENSORED, NETIZEN’S REACT (2010)
http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/2010/10/07/netizens‐react‐premiers‐interview‐censored/?mod=rss_WSJBlog

In a recent interview in October 2010, Chinese Premier Wen said freedom of speech in China
was “indispensible.” Yet, his interview about censorship was censored in official Chinese media.
“The irony of Wen’s statements on freedom and censorship being censored in official media
was not lost on Chinese observers. ‘A lot of Chinese people don’t know their premier has been
harmonized,’ prominent Beijing University Internet researcher Hu Yong wrote on Twitter, using
the Chinese euphemism for censorship.”
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FREEDOM OF SPEECH STIRS DEBATES AND BLACKOUTS
Premier Wen Jiabao Freedom of Speech is Indispensible CNN Interview 10/3/10
http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/world/2010/10/01/gps.wen.china.censorship.cnn
Fareed Zakaria interviewed Premier Wen Jiabao on CNN.* It was Wen’s first interview with a Western journalist
in two years. During this interview Chinese Premier Wen said freedom of speech was an indispensible right for
any country. However, his comments were blacked out in China
http://www.cnn.com/video/#/video/bestoftv/2010/10/24/gps.what.world.china.blackout.cnn
Premier Wen’s reflections on freedom of speech has touched off a number of commentaries from both the
western and Chinese press.
Open Letter from Party Elders calls for Free Speech
http://cmp.hku.hk/2010/10/13/8035/China Media Project has translated a letter by several party elders, including
former Mao Zedong secretary Li Rui and former People’s Daily editor Hu Jiwei. On October 11, 23 Chinese
Communist Party elders known for their pro‐reform positions, including Mao Zedong’s former secretary Li Rui
and former People’s Daily editor‐in‐chief Hu Jiwei submitted an open letter to the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress, formally China’s highest state body, calling for an end to restrictions on expression
in China.
At Last, a Magic Moment for Political Reform (For Full Text See Page 46)
http://english.caing.com/2010‐10‐22/100191320.html
….Now is the right time to seize the opportunity. A foundation for a long, peaceful period will be laid if the reform
movement includes immediate, long‐term targets that can be implemented in a stable, transparent manner. If we
wait until the economy slows, or the population ages, or people no longer tolerate unfair wealth distribution, reform
costs will be prohibitive.
Political reform has many ingredients, with democracy at the core. Any reform must include a blueprint for a new
political system that covers democratic elections, democratic decision‐making, democratic administration and public
monitoring.
Establishing democracy means liberating mindsets and accepting universal values pursued over mankind's long
history, as well as recognizing the fruits of civilization that result from cooperation.
We should not impose self‐defeating restrictions on reform. China established a basic, market‐oriented economic
system only by implementing reforms that spanned more than 30 years. Clearly, the process of building a democracy
will be daunting. Those in positions of responsibility in China must be honest, admit the current system's
backwardness and start from scratch….
Wen: pushing China’s Political Boundaries?
http://blogs.ft.com/beyond‐brics/2010/10/27/premier‐wen‐pushing‐chinas‐political‐boundaries/
Financial Times commentary asking if Premier Wen is pushing China’s political boundaries? Whatever Wen’s
intentions, liberal intellectuals have used his recent comments to try and step up pressure for political reform. “Calls
for political reform are gathering steam on the mainland,” said an editorial last week in Caixin, the magazine run by
the boundary‐pushing journalist Hu Shuli.** “Now is the time to seize the opportunity for reform.” (See excerpt and
full editorial link below)
Vigorous, steady efforts urged to advance political structural reform
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90780/91342/7179354.html
This front page commentary in People’s Daily (10/27/10) denounces multi‐party democracy, in what some
observers see as a response to recent comments by Premier Wen Jiabao.
* More video excerpts from Fareed Zakaria’s interview with Premier Wen Jiabao can be found at this link
** For more background information about Hu Shuli see
1) The Forbidden Zone: How Far Can a Provocative Editor Go? (7/20/09)
http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2009/07/20/090720fa_fact_osnos
2) Hu Shuli’s Chutzpah (3/26/10)
http://www.newyorker.com/online/blogs/evanosnos/2010/03/hu‐shulis‐chutzpah.html
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PARTY VETERANS ISSUE LETTER IN SUPPORT OF FREE SPEECH
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/2010/10/china‐party‐veterans‐issue‐letter.html
This hasn't been a great week for China's Communist Party leaders in the PR department, as
they gather for a big party confab in Beijing today. Yes, they're flush with the glow from high‐
octane economy and their new assertiveness on the world stage. But they've also taken a
couple of public hits for their decidedly unmodern brand of repression at home.
CHANG PING ON THE STATE OF MEDIA IN CHINA
http://cmp.hku.hk/2010/10/04/7824/
One month ago, veteran journalist and CMP fellow Zhang Ping, who writes under the penname
Chang Ping, was visited at the offices of Guangdong’s official Nanfang Daily by state security
police who wished to have a “chat.” At roughly the same time, propaganda authorities issued
an order preventing Zhang from writing editorials…
COMIC CHINA
http://cmp.hku.hk/~/comic‐china/
There are a growing number of artists in China using the medium of the cartoon to explore,
expose and lampoon current affairs. Comic China is a regular column, updated by CMP staff at
least twice weekly, that translates and contextualizes cartoons from comic bloggers as well as
artists drawing for mainstream Chinese media.

IN CHINA, A RISING TIDE FOR UNIVERSAL VALUES: IDEOLOGICAL ARGUMENTS FOR CHINA'S
FUTURE MUST CONFRONT THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN TRADITIONAL AND MODERN SOCIETY

http://english.caing.com/2010‐10‐25/100191970.html
…Early this century, China's economy began to rise, but with an unsustainable pattern of
economic growth. Thus, issues relating to social equity and justice have become increasingly
prominent. This phenomenon suggests China's problems must be understood and addressed
from the perspective of social transition. Facing this major issue, Chinese society and especially
China's elites are now engaged in a fierce debate, the core of which is a controversy over
whether to adopt "universal values" or a "Chinese model."…
NOBEL LAUREATE LIU XIAOBO WEEPS AT PRIZE HONOURING TIANANMEN DEAD
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/nobel‐laureate‐liu‐xiaobo‐weeps‐at‐prize‐
honouring‐tiananmen‐dead/story‐e6frg6so‐1225937033382
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The Chinese dissident who won the Nobel Peace Prize wept when his wife told him of the
award, saying that it honoured those who died in the 1989 Tiananmen Square suppression of
student demonstrators.
INTERNET CENSORSHIP OFFICIAL TARGETED BY CHINESE NETIZENS (2009)
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2009/01/internet‐censor‐official‐targeted‐by‐chinese‐netizens/
Chen Hua, Deputy Director of the Internet News Management Department of the Beijing
Internet Propaganda Management Office, is a familiar name for many Internet company
executives because of his powerful position. His name is associated with the frequently‐issued
“censorship and propaganda” orders to online news portals. Many statements Chen allegedly
made during these interactions are revealed in this post, including claims that he took bribes
from websites he oversaw. Chen allegedly said, “The netizens’ freedom of expression is given
by me [Chen Hua]. I give them as much as I please.”
MEDIA CENSORSHIP IN CHINA (2008)
http://www.cfr.org/publication/11515/
Watchdog groups say the preexisting monitoring system piles on new restrictions, and the
government continues to detain and harass journalists. But the country’s burgeoning economy
allows greater diversity in China’s media coverage, and experts say the growing Chinese
demand for information is testing a regime that is trying to use media controls in its bid to
maintain power.
CHINA BLOCKS AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL WEBSITE (2009)
http://www.amnestyusa.org/document.php?id=ENGNAU200901138955&lang=e
Chinese authorities have once again blocked Amnesty International's main website inside
mainland China. In a recent effort to clean up "vulgar" internet content, the Chinese authorities
have targeted many sites including MSN, Baidu, and Google. Since 8 January, 91 websites have
been closed, according to state media reports. Other sites recently blocked include the blog
portal, Bullog.
THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF CHINA’S INFORMATION REVOLUTION
http://china.usc.edu/App_Images//2007‐baum‐usc.pdf
Scholar traces the explosion of new media‐facilitated forums and examines how the
government seeks, with limited success, to limit open discussion.
CHINA’S BLOOD‐STAINED PROPERTY MAP
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/china%E2%80%99s‐blood‐stained‐property‐map/
Called “the Blood‐Stained Housing Map,” the project uses Google Maps to plot violent housing
evictions and land grabs across the country.
THIRTY YEARS OF CHINA’S ONE‐CHILD POLICY
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/china/8024862/Thirty‐years‐of‐Chinas‐one‐
child‐policy.html
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When China introduced its drastic population controls, officials promised that it would lift them
after 30 years ‐ an anniversary which falls this weekend. Malcolm Moore talks to families about
what the one‐child policy has meant to them.
CHINESE CHRISTIANS BARRED FROM CONFERENCE
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/16/world/asia/16china.html?ref=china
More than 100 Chinese Christians seeking to attend an international evangelical conference in
South Africa have been barred from leaving the country, some in the group said, because their
churches are not sanctioned by the state.…China’s policy toward Christians is more relaxed now
than a decade ago. Although only government‐sanctioned churches are considered legal,
millions of Chinese — some say tens of millions — worship in unregistered house churches.
CHINA IMPRISONS 3 MEN WHO MAINTAINED UIGHUR WEB SITES
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/31/world/asia/31china.html?_r=1
Three men accused of “endangering state security” for their roles in maintaining popular
Uighur‐language Web sites have been sentenced to prison terms of 3 to 10 years, according to
exile groups and court officials.
A MESSAGE TOO POWERFUL TO STOP
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/30/opinion/30iht‐edlink1.html
The world over, a country is like a woman and the government is like the man who
possesses her. Some couples live happily and feel satisfied. Some get along smoothly.
Some have tense relations, some see domestic violence. In some cases the woman can
divorce the guy and marry someone else, and in other cases she’s not allowed to. But
whatever the case, when you love a woman you shouldn’t have to crank “loving her man”
into the bargain.
Han Han is somewhat different from the “dissidents” in China. He writes in elusive, acerbic
terms — the “cool” language of younger people, who are his main readership — and gets
away with statements that are at least as devastating as anything dissidents say. He
differs, too, in the numbers of his readers. An intellectual dissident feels lucky if an Internet
essay draws 20,000 hits. Han Han’s essays often get more than a million, as well as strings
of comments in the tens of thousands. Since its inception in November 2006, Han Han’s
blog has had 421 mllion visits. His huge following protects him, too, because China’s rulers
can imagine the size of the rebellion that a shut‐down of his blog might trigger.

CONGRESSIONAL‐ EXECUTIVE COMMISSION ON CHINA: CONSTITUTION
http://www.cecc.gov/pages/newLaws/constitutionENG.php?PHPSESSID=bfd792a48c9e2ac24b8926a36ce6c9ed

The Congressional‐Executive Commission on China was created by Congress in October 2000
with the legislative mandate to monitor human rights and the development of the rule of law in
China, and to submit an annual report to the President and the Congress. The link provided will
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direct you to the constitution of the PR of China and links provided on the left take you to
information about human rights issues, news, and other publications.
POLICE RAID POPULAR GAY HANGOUT
http://www.china.org.cn/china/2010‐09/28/content_21023586.htm
Hundreds of gay men have been rounded up and taken away in an ongoing police operation at
Mudanyuan in Haidian district, Beijing. About 20 police vehicles carrying four officers each
including SWAT teams invaded the outdoor gay hangout Sunday night. Police hit the area
again late last night.
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL: CHINA
http://www.amnestyusa.org/china/page.do?id=1011134
An estimated 500,000 people are currently enduring punitive detention without charge or trial,
and millions are unable to access the legal system to seek redress for their grievances.
Harassment, surveillance, house arrest, and imprisonment of human rights defenders are on
the rise, and censorship of the Internet and other media has grown. Repression of minority
groups, including Tibetans, Uighurs and Mongolians, and of Falun Gong practitioners and
Christians who practice their religion outside state‐sanctioned churches continues.
2010 Annual Human Rights Report for China
http://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/china/asa170272010en.pdf
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH: CHINA
http://china.hrw.org/
Human Rights Watch is one of the world’s leading independent organizations dedicated to
defending and protecting human rights. By focusing international attention where human
rights are violated, we give voice to the oppressed and hold oppressors accountable for their
crimes.
DEATH V. DEMOLITION
http://english.caing.com/2010/death_versus_dominion/
This website features a series of articles and perspectives about housing demolitions in China
that has caused public outrage.
THE ETYMOLOGY OF SOCIAL STABILITY
http://english.caing.com/2010‐10‐18/100190069.html
In 2009 alone, China spent up to 514 billion yuan on maintaining stability – but what does this
term mean?

Political and Governmental Reform
CHARTER 08 MANIFESTO
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2010/10/08/charter_08
In December 2008, 303 Chinese activists, including Nobel Peace Prize winner Liu Xiaobo, issued
"Charter 08," a petition calling for greater human rights and democratic freedoms in China. An
English translation is published here.
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CHINA DEVELOPMENT BRIEF
http://chinadevelopmentbrief.com/
China Development Brief is an independent publication established in 1996 to report on social
development and civil society in China such as labor migration.
CHINA PAPER BLASTS WESTERN‐STYLE DEMOCRACY (2010)
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5jIjoxtd9ak6QolSItYo6J0ZzQfzQ?docId=b59f49551c424aa59
a4945d4c5cd47cc

China's ruling Communist Party called Wednesday for its members to reject Western‐style
democratic notions amid a brewing debate on the direction of future political reform. In an
editorial in its flagship People's Daily newspaper, the party criticized multiparty democracy and
separation of powers as inefficient and divisive.
POLITICAL STASIS IS CHINA’S ACHILLES HEEL
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/political‐stasis‐is‐china%E2%80%99s‐achilles‐heel/
Since the brutal crackdown on protesters in June 1989, the assumption has been that politics do
not matter on the mainland. But the absence of political liberalisation may prove an Achilles
heel as Chinese society becomes ever more fluid and its economy ever more complex.
OBSTACLES TO POLITICAL REFORM IN CHINA (2010)
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/richard‐baum‐obstacles‐to‐political‐reform‐in‐china/
UCLA political scientist Richard Baum argues that there is no historical precedent for the
economic and social changes that have taken place in communist China because no communist
government has ever transitioned from communism to a market economy and democratic
government without an election to change government leadership or a violent overthrow to
change the communist leadership.
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH CHINA'S GOVERNMENT? PRESIDENT HU WANTS TO HEAR
FROM YOU
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global‐News/2010/0914/Have‐a‐problem‐with‐China‐s‐government‐
President‐Hu‐wants‐to‐hear‐from‐you.

A website in China promises to deliver gripes to President Hu Jintao. Just don't write anything
that 'undermines the state.' Or misspell excessively.
CAN WEN JIABAO REFORM THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA?
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia‐Pacific/2010/1015/Can‐Wen‐Jiabao‐reform‐the‐Communist‐
Party‐of‐China

A two‐day plenum of the Communist Party opened amid calls for relaxing China's repressive
one‐party rule. Prime Minister Wen Jiabao has called for political change in recent months.
CHINA'S NEXT LEADER? A LOOK AT XI JINPING'S RISE
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Asia‐Pacific/2010/1019/China‐s‐next‐leader‐A‐look‐at‐Xi‐Jinping‐s‐
rise

Vice President Xi Jinping was promoted 10/18/10 to vice chairman of the Central Military
Commission, a key post seen as the penultimate step on the ladder to China's top job in 2013.
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AT LAST, A MAGIC MOMENT FOR POLITICAL REFORM
http://english.caing.com/2010‐10‐22/100191320.html
10/22/10
Calls for political reform are gathering steam. Premier Wen Jiabao spoke in detail on the topic during a CNN interview
October 3. Two weeks later, the Asian edition of Time magazine put Wen on its cover and ran excerpts from the
interview, stirring public opinions at home and abroad.
Wen said that nothing could stand in the way of the yearnings for democracy and freedom among Chinese people. He
pledged to continue pushing for reform, despite controversy and resistance. "I will not fall in spite of the strong wind and
harsh rain, and I will not yield until the last day of my life," said Wen.
Wen's determination and openness were inspiring. This was the strongest call for political reform from the central
government since the premier spoke in Shenzhen in August. He also discussed this issue on several other occasions this
year, including in an address to the annual National People's Congress conference, a United Nations forum, during his
visit to Shenzhen and at a National Day dinner in Beijing.
This underscores the central government's sense of urgency. President Hu Jintao, who is also general‐secretary of the
Communist Party Central Committee, has spoken on many occasions about the need for political reform as well.
We share the feeling. It is necessary as well as urgent and feasible to carry out political reform now, lest we lose the
chance.
Just as China's leaders have repeatedly and for years talked about the importance of seizing a strategically important
stage in history to promote economic development, they must now seize today's critical period for political reform.
The strides made in economic reform over the years have been technical in a sense. A stalled political system has
prevented major breakthroughs, while holding back cultural and social reforms as well.
A high price has been paid for this lack of progress, as evident in the many cases of forced demolitions of private property
by local governments, harassment of citizen‐petitioners trying to deliver grievances to Beijing, and corruption among
government officials.
These and other shocking developments underscore the contradictions in our society today. Local governments at all
levels spend vast amounts of money merely to maintain social stability, adding to taxpayer burdens. Worse, social
problems have strained relations between the government and people, causing some to lose faith in their country.
They've also damaged China's image abroad.
Despite all this, China's political, economic and social conditions have now sufficiently matured and have set the stage for
steady, peaceful reform. Robust economic development over the past 30 years has laid the necessary material
foundation. China is also enjoying a "demographic dividend," and thus can afford to nurture a relatively relaxed social and
economic environment conducive to political reform. In addition, a basic legal framework is in place, while civil society
continues to evolve.
So the momentum for political reform is building. Many people from low‐level officials familiar with grassroots hardship
to senior officials with broad vision have clear ideas about reform steps. Business leaders, academics and the public are
awaiting changes with anticipation.
Now is the right time to seize the opportunity. A foundation for a long, peaceful period will be laid if the reform
movement includes immediate, long‐term targets that can be implemented in a stable, transparent manner. If we wait
until the economy slows, or the population ages, or people no longer tolerate unfair wealth distribution, reform costs will
be prohibitive. Political reform has many ingredients, with democracy at the core. Any reform must include a blueprint
for a new political system that covers democratic elections, democratic decision‐making, democratic administration and
public monitoring.
Establishing democracy means liberating mindsets and accepting universal values pursued over mankind's long history,
as well as recognizing the fruits of civilization that result from cooperation.
We should not impose self‐defeating restrictions on reform. China established a basic, market‐oriented economic system
only by implementing reforms that spanned more than 30 years. Clearly, the process of building a democracy will be
daunting. Those in positions of responsibility in China must be honest, admit the current system's backwardness and
start from scratch.
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AT LAST A MAGIC MOMENT FOR POLITICAL REFORM (CONT.)
Wen for years has been sharing his ideas about political reform. He's stressed that "any party, organization or individual shall
not have the right to override the constitution and law, and must take the constitution as the basic standard of conduct."
He has also said: "Not only should we allow people to enjoy freedom of speech. More importantly, we should create
opportunities for them to criticize the work of the government."
These areas of freedom and legal protection would offer a starting point for political reform. And now, these ideas need to be
disseminated nationwide so that the push for reform can expand beyond leadership-led ideas to public consensus.
Next year will mark the 100th anniversary of the Chinese republic, the first republic in Asia. Chinese people have suffered
terribly over the past century. Yet we are still, painstakingly, exploring the notion of democracy – a natural element in any
republic.
Competition that pits various political systems is merciless but fair. Only countries with advanced political and economic
systems will survive and enjoy a bright future.
Public opinion is now more important than ever. People are listening as well as watching how politicians perform. People not
only expect overall progress in economic, political, cultural and social systems, but also breakthroughs on crucial reform
issues.
Wen's political ideas are not only worth our attention but show us the way forward. "Let everyone live a happy life with
dignity and a sense of security," he declared. "Let us build a community with justice so that everyone will be confident about
the future."

NOVELIST “ASTONISHED” OVER TIANANMEN
http://www.atimes.com/atimes/China/LJ08Ad01.html
Beijing Coma author Ma Jian believed the crackdown on anti‐government protesters in 1989
would kickstart the end of Communist Party rule in China. But things haven't turned out that
way ‐ yet. "What astonished me after the Tiananmen massacre was to see one communist
regime after another topple in Eastern Europe, while in China the communists not only
retained, but strengthened, their control," Ma said. "The changes that I expected ‐ a move to
freedom, democracy and respect of human rights ‐ are, I still believe, inevitable, but it appears
they will take much longer than many had hoped."
ASIA TIMES: There's concern in Asia and the West about rising nationalism in China. How do you
interpret nationalist sentiment in China? How does in differ from the sentiment of your generation?
MA JIAN (contemporary novelist): As is well known, the Chinese have traditionally believed themselves
to be the center of the world, a power to which foreign countries should pay obeisance. Over the past 20
years, nationalist sentiment has been deepened by government leaders, who keep reminding China's
citizens of the country's past humiliations at the hands of the West. China's sudden rise to economic
superpower status has given the Chinese an arrogant swagger. Today the Chinese feel both aggrieved
and unstoppable, and this is a dangerous combination. Twenty years ago, the mood was very different.
We were patriotic rather than nationalistic. We had ideals ‐ we wanted to learn from the West in order to
change our country for the better, to make it a more open and democratic place. Today's nationalism is
anti‐foreign. Many young Chinese are antipathetic to the concepts of human rights and democracy. They
want China to learn from the West (its science and technology, not its politics), in order, eventually, to
defeat the West.
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China‐U.S. Relations
ANALYSIS: U.S.—CHINA TIES STRAINS BY DISSIDENT
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5hZ7OOdEdO54EhrVGrRd6z5fwWNVQ
D9IOAJ300?docId=D9IOAJ300
The Associated Press: President Barack Obama's push for China to release an imprisoned Nobel
Peace Prize laureate and rising economic and trade friction could aggravate U.S. efforts to win
crucial Chinese cooperation on global hot spots
POLITICIANS PLAY THE CHINA CARD
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/politicians‐play‐the‐china‐card/
NPR points out that even in this heated and sometime nasty election season in the U.S.,
politicians are agreeing on one thing: The inherent threat of a rising China. An NPR blog post
rounds up some of the most blatant ads being broadcast by candidates on both side of the
aisle: …If you’ve been watching campaign ads — with more than $3 billion dumped into political
advertising this season, how could you avoid them? — you’ll notice that a remarkable bipartisan
coalition has coalesced around one of the most critical geopolitical issues of the day: our
relationship with China.
THE TENSIONS THAT DEFINE CHINA'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WEST
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/feb/14/china‐tensions‐relationship‐west
These are short pieces that discuss US‐China tensions (Iran, Google, Taiwan, Human Rights)
looking at both perspectives.
CROUCHING DRAGON, WEAKENED EAGLE
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/02/17/opinion/17iht‐edjacques.html?emc=eta1
Put simply: The major concern is not China getting too big for its boots — at least in the short
term — but a growing sense of American frustration that its boots are no longer as big as they
were or should be, together with an unwillingness or refusal to understand China on anything
other than American terms.
CHINA AND THE UNITED STATES—A DIFFICULT YEAR AHEAD (2010)
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace (20 minute video and transcripts)
http://carnegieendowment.org/publications/index.cfm?fa=view&id=24819
Tensions seem to be on the rise between China and the United States. With disputes emerging
over U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, President Obama’s upcoming meeting with the Dalai Lama,
Iran’s nuclear program, and bilateral trade, there is a fear that disagreements could sour
relations and prevent cooperation between Washington and Beijing. In a new video Q&A,
Douglas Paal analyzes the current state of relations, the severity of the disputes, and the
likelihood of continued cooperation. Paal says that while there has been an increase in heated
rhetoric over sensitive issues, both governments are trying to prevent emotions from getting
out of control. And despite the current downturn in relations, “there’s almost no transnational
problem that doesn't require the United States and China to work together.”
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U.S. ALARMED BY HARSH TONE OF CHINA’S MILITARY
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/12/world/asia/12beijing.html?_r=3&hp
Older Chinese officers remember a time, before the Tiananmen Square protests in 1989 set
relations back, when American and Chinese forces made common cause against the Soviet
Union. The younger officers have known only an anti‐American ideology, which casts the
United States as bent on thwarting China’s rise.
THE $1.4 TRILLION QUESTION (2008)
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/01/the‐14‐trillion‐question/6582/
This excellent article discusses the benefits and consequences of the United States’ large—and
ever growing—trade imbalance with China. The United States benefits from cheap goods
produced in China, while China benefits from large payments from foreign corporations. China
has a huge savings rate and invests most of that money in US debt. Fallows writes: “The
Chinese are subsidizing the American way of life. Are we playing them for suckers—or are they
playing us?”
U.S. JOBS: IN CHINA TRADE FIGHT, DOES PROTECTIONISM HELP, OR HURT?
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/2010/1004/US‐jobs‐In‐China‐trade‐fight‐does‐protectionism‐
help‐or‐hurt
Congress is considering legislation that would punish China for devaluing its currency, a policy
the Obama administration regards as hindering U.S. jobs Growth. But some say protectionism
is even more costly.
THE RISE OF CHINA AND THE FUTURE OF THE WEST (2008)
http://www.apcss.org/core/Library/CSS/ASC/Reading%20‐
%20Ikenberry%2008%20The%20Rise%20of%20China%20and%20the%20Future%20of%20th
e%20West.pdf (Originally published in Foreign Affairs, Jan/Feb 2008)
The United States cannot stop China's ascendance, but it can help guarantee that China wields
its power within the rules and institutions that the United States and its partners have created
during the last century, which can preserve the interests of all nations in the more crowded
world of the future.
THE TENSIONS THAT DEFINE CHINA'S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE WEST (2010)
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/feb/14/china‐tensions‐relationship‐west
These are short pieces that discuss US‐China tensions (Iran, Google, Taiwan, Human Rights)
looking at both perspectives. I think they might be useful in the classroom. Let me know what
you think.
TOO MANY HAMBURGERS?
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/22/opinion/22friedman.html?ref=thomaslfriedman
To visit China today as an American is to compare and to be compared. And from the very
opening session of this year’s World Economic Forum here in Tianjin, our Chinese hosts did not
hesitate to do some comparing. China’s CCTV aired a skit showing four children — one wearing
the Chinese flag, another the American, another the Indian, and another the Brazilian — getting
ready to run a race. Before they take off, the American child, “Anthony,” boasts that he will win
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“because I always win,” and he jumps out to a big lead. But soon Anthony doubles over with
cramps. “Now is our chance to overtake him for the first time!” shouts the Chinese child.
“What’s wrong with Anthony?” asks another. “He is overweight and flabby,” says another child.
“He ate too many hamburgers.”
WHY CHINA KEEPS ON BUYING U.S. DEBT
http://money.cnn.com/2010/06/15/markets/thebuzz/index.htm
‘China still has concerns about low rates and the U.S. economy and they are valid concerns, but
it's a question of where are they going to put their money,’ said James Shelton, chief
investment officer with Kanaly Trust Company in Houston. ‘The U.S. is the best house in a bad
neighborhood. For the time being, the dollar is still the world's reserve currency."
CHINA’S PREMATURE GREAT POWER LABEL ?
http://the‐diplomat.com/2010/10/28/china%e2%80%99s‐premature‐great‐power‐label/
CYBER WARRIORS
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/02/cyber‐warriors/7917/

When will China emerge as a military threat to the U.S.? In most respects the answer is: not
anytime soon—China doesn’t even contemplate a time it might challenge America directly.
But one significant threat already exists: cyberwar. Attacks—not just from China but from
Russia and elsewhere—on America’s electronic networks cost millions of dollars and could
in the extreme cause the collapse of financial life, the halt of most manufacturing systems,
and the evaporation of all the data and knowledge stored on the Internet.
China and Its Asian Neighbors
ASIA UNBOUND
http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/
An excellent blog from the Council on Foreign Relations that includes over 80 entries on China
and individual categories on Chinese relations with other Asian nations.
STRAINED TIES BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN
http://www.cfr.org/publication/8025/strained_ties_between_china_and_japan.html
China, both economically and militarily, is outpacing Japan, reversing the historical pattern of
the last several centuries. Tensions between the two countries date to the humiliation of China
in the 1894‐1895 Sino‐Japanese War, and more recently Japan’s abusive conduct during the
1931‐1945 occupation of China. These animosities surface in recurring cycles, often involving
Chinese anger over Japan’s perceived lack of contrition for wartime crimes. But concrete
territorial and economic issues also aggravate the relationship, including Japan’s close alliance
with the United States, trade frictions, and ongoing disputes over ownership of various islands
in the East China Sea. 2010 update:
(http://www.cfr.org/publication/22993/upping_the_ante_in_chinajapan_clash.html)
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NOT SO DIRE STRAITS: HOW THE FINLANDIZATION OF TAIWAN BENEFITS US
SECURITY
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/65901/bruce‐gilley/not‐so‐dire‐straits
The author argues that the Finlandization of Taiwan (a policy the Soviet Union pursued
allowing Finland to maintain its own domestic politics as long as its foreign policy did not
challenge the USSR) is the best way for the United States to make peace with China over the
issue of Taiwan.
WILL CHINA BALANCE?
http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2010/10/01/will_asia_balance_revisited
http://walt.foreignpolicy.com/posts/2010/05/03/balancing_act_asian_version
Assuming China continues to grow economically (which seems like a fairly safe bet), how will
this trend affect strategic alignments in Asia?
THE CHINA‐NORTH KOREA RELATIONSHIP
http://www.cfr.org/publication/11097/chinanorth_korea_relationship.html
China is North Korea's most important ally, biggest trading partner, and main source of food,
arms, and fuel…. After Pyongyang tested a nuclear weapon in October 2006, experts say that
China has reconsidered the nature of its alliance to include both pressure and inducements.
CHINA’S HU PLEDGES STRONG TIES WITH NEW NORTH KOREA LEADERSHIP
http://chinadigitaltimes.net/2010/10/chinas‐hu‐pledges‐strong‐ties‐with‐new‐n‐korea‐
%20leadership/
Chinese President Hu Jintao on Saturday pledged to strengthen ties with the new leadership in
North Korea, during a visit to Beijing by a senior delegation from Pyongyang, state media
reported.

China and the Developing World
CHINA, AFRICA, AND OIL
http://www.cfr.org/publication/9557/china_africa_and_oil.html
As global demand for energy continues to rise, major players like the United States, European
Union (EU), and Japan are facing a new competitor in the race to secure long‐term energy
supplies: China. As its economy booms, China is intent on getting the resources needed to
sustain its rapid growth, and is taking its quest to lock down sources of oil and other necessary
raw materials across the globe. As part of this effort, China has turned to Africa, an oil‐
producing source whose risks and challenges have often caused it to be overlooked
economically.
CHINA’S FOREIGN AID ACTIVITIES IN LATIN AMERICA, AFRICA, AND SOUTHEAST ASIA
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R40361.pdf
In the past several years, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) has bolstered its diplomatic
presence and garnered international goodwill through its financing of infrastructure and natural
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resource development projects, assistance in the carrying out of such projects, and large
economic investments in many developing countries. This report examines China’s economic
impact in three regions — Africa, Latin America (Western Hemisphere), and Southeast Asia —
with an emphasis on bilateral foreign assistance…. Overall, China’s foreign assistance during
the past several years has been driven primarily by Beijing’s desire to secure and transport
natural resources and secondarily for diplomatic reasons.
CHINA’S INVOLVEMENT IN SUDAN: ARMS AND OIL
http://www.hrw.org/reports/2003/sudan1103/26.htm
China’s need for oil reserves for its growing domestic economy has caused its government to
pursue investments in many countries of marginal stability and democracy, but its greatest oil
success abroad has been in Sudan….
CHINA POURS ITS WEALTH INTO LATIN AMERICA
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/apr/18/china‐brazil‐south‐america‐trade
Travel through pretty much any country in Latin America and you see the influence: a football
stadium for Costa Rica, scholarships for Venezuela, a car factory for Uruguay, billion‐dollar
loans for Brazil. All from China. The Asian superpower has moved into a region the U.S. once
considered its backyard and discreetly established itself as a major economic player.
CHINA’S SOFT POWER INITIATIVE
http://www.cfr.org/publication/10715/chinas_soft_power_initiative.html
China's much‐noted economic progress has been accompanied by a steady expansion in its
cultural and diplomatic influence globally, especially in the developing world. This growth in
this so‐called soft power has been apparent in Southeast Asia for a number of years. But it is
also evident in Beijing's economic partnerships in Latin America, and in its surge of business
deals and development projects in Africa. Some experts see China's influence expanding at the
expense of the United States, which used soft power effectively through the Cold War. But
others point out China's considerable internal challenges could undermine its international
appeal.
CHINA WANTS UNITED NATIONS TO BLOCK REPORT ON CHINESE AMMUNITION IN
DARFUR
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010‐10‐20/china‐seeks‐to‐block‐unpublished‐un‐report‐on‐
chinese‐ammunition‐in‐darfur.html
An unpublished United Nations report saying Chinese bullets were used in attacks on
peacekeeping troops in the Darfur region of Sudan is an “attack” on China and shouldn’t be
made public, a Chinese diplomat said.
IS WASHINGTON LOSING LATIN AMERICA?
http://www.thedialogue.org/publicationfiles/hakim_012006.pdf
This article originally appeared in Foreign Affairs in Jan/Feb. 2006. China’s interest in Latin
America is significant and expanding. The region has become a vital source of raw materials
and foodstuffs for China. In the past six years, Chinese imports from Latin America have grown
more than sixfold, or by nearly 60 percent a year….
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WHAT DOES CHINA WANT?
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp‐dyn/content/article/2010/06/06/AR2010060602924.html
Over the past few months, foreign diplomats have privately groused to me about a world
power's arrogant foreign policy. Except that they're talking about China, not the United States.
A senior official from a developing country said, on background, so as not to anger Beijing:
"Chinese officials used to meet with us with a great sense of solidarity and warmth. Now they
read us a list of demands." Diplomats in Beijing report that Chinese officials now treat them
differently than they did just a few years ago. One complained that even getting meetings with
senior officials had become difficult. "People I used to see routinely now refuse to give me an
appointment," one said to me in Beijing last week.
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CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON
http://confucius.washington.edu/
Confucius Institutes are a non‐profit initiative of the Hanban, the executive body of the Chinese
Language Council International, a non‐governmental and non‐profit organization affiliated to
the Ministry of Education of China. Over 250 Confucius Institutes have been established in 90
countries around the world, with nearly 70 in the United States.
EAST ASIA RESOURCE CENTER
http://jsis.washington.edu/earc/
K‐12 teachers in all stages of their careers will find that the East Asia Resource Center is a great
place to learn more about China, Japan, and Korea. Year‐round programming includes: one‐day
workshops on East Asian art, culture, and history; the National Consortium for Teaching about
Asia (NCTA) seminars; intensive summer institutes in Seattle; and more.
SEATTLE CHINESE GARDEN
http://www.seattlechinesegarden.org/
The Seattle Chinese Garden inspires global understanding by immersing visitors in the richness
and beauty of Chinese culture. Our mission is to create a traditional Sichuan‐style Chinese
garden, the only one of its kind outside China, as a means of celebrating Seattle's rich Chinese
heritage and supporting Seattle's future business and cultural relationship with China.
CHINA CLUB OF SEATTLE
http://chinaclubseattle.org/Home_Page.html
For over 80 years, the purpose of the China Club of Seattle has been to promote mutual
friendship and understanding and foster an appreciation of the great contributions that the
Chinese have made over the centuries. The impetus for initiating the Club in 1916 also included
improving business relations between Seattle and China.
A GLIMPSE OF CHINA ‐ CHINESE CULTURE AND ARTS FESTIVAL
http://www.seattlecenter.com/events/festivals/festal/detail.asp?ev_eventnum=44
This event happens every spring at Seattle Center. Enter a virtual Chinese garden and partake
in cultural traditions covering 5,000 years of Chinese history in this celebration of one of the
world’s oldest cultures. The festival showcases the unique traditional art and culture of China
through visual and performing arts and gift booth exhibitions including Chinese music, dance,
Wushu performances, works by nationally acclaimed artists, seminars and interactive activities.
Presented by the Washington Chinese Art Culture Committee.
SPONGE: CHILDREN’S LANGUAGE SCHOOL IN SEATTLE AND ISSAQUAH
http://www.spongeschool.com/
Sponge offers Chinese language classes for young children from newborn through elementary
school.
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NORTHWEST ASIAN WEEKLY AND ITS SISTER PAPER, THE SEATTLE CHINESE POST
http://www.nwasianweekly.com/
We are the only weekly English‐edition newspaper serving Washington’s Asian community. The
Northwest Asian Weekly has one simple goal: To empower the Asian community. Tucked near
a Chinese restaurant in Seattle’s Chinatown/International District is a newsroom that
represents a cultural lifeline in an often unfamiliar land. The newsroom is home to the
Northwest Asian Weekly and its sister paper, the Seattle Chinese Post.
ONE WORLD NOW
http://www.oneworldnow.org/who‐we‐are/own‐locations/seattle‐program
OneWorld Now! offers a two year language, leadership and study abroad program. The OWN
program meets three days per week after school (two days of language, one day of leadership)
and then offers immersion language camp, leadership training and/or study abroad
scholarships in the summertime.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE
http://www.rdiland.org/regions/china/
RDI works to secure land rights for the world’s poorest people—those 3.4 billion chiefly rural
people who live on less than two dollars a day. RDI partners with developing countries to design
and implement laws, policies, and programs concerning land that are foundational for reducing
poverty, promoting economic growth, promoting women’s empowerment, reducing and
preventing violent conflict, and fostering environmental stewardship.
SEATTLE ASIAN ART MUSEUM
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/visitSAAM.asp
This exhibit is an opportunity to see a fresh installation of SAM’s renowned collection of
Chinese art at the Seattle Asian Art Museum. The collection was started by Dr. Richard Fuller,
the founding director of the Seattle Art Museum, and his family in the early 1900s. It contains
representative works from each dynastic period, and it is particularly strong in jades, ceramics
and sculpture.
THE SEATTLE CHINESE ORCHESTRA (SCO)
http://www.uschinamusic.org/about/sco.php
The Seattle Chinese Orchestra (SCO) is the only traditional Chinese orchestra in the Pacific
Northwest. Its mission is to advocate and promote traditional Chinese music to the Western
world. The forefather of the SCO was a Chinese folk music ensemble founded by the famous
musician Warren Chang, who was already nationally renowned in China and in the United
States at the time. In the summer of 1986, respected composer and conductor Mr. Zhenfen
Huang, who had arrived just a little over a year earlier in Seattle, also joined the group.
CHINESE INFORMATION AND DATA SERVICE
http://www.cisc‐seattle.org/
CISC helps Chinese and other Asian immigrants throughout King County achieve success in their
new community by providing information, referral, advocacy, social, and support services.
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SEATTLE ‐ CHONGQING SISTER CITY
http://www.scsca.org/
Seattle and Chongqing enjoy an active, vibrant relationship with exchange programs in the
areas of education, arts and culture, science and technology, business, and government. The
heart of sister city programs ‐ the desire to further friendship and understanding between
peoples ‐ is a bridge to international cooperation.
WING LUKE MUSEUM OF THE ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
http://wingluke.org/home.htm
The Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience is dedicated to immersing
people in uniquely‐American stories of survival, success, struggle, conflict, compassion and
hope. The Museum is in the heart of Seattle’s vibrant Chinatown‐International District, and
includes the very hotel where countless immigrants first found a home, a meal and refuge.
WASHINGTON CHINESE ART CULTURE COMMITTEE
http://www.chinaartandculture.org/
Washington Chinese Art & Culture Committee (WCACC) is a 501(c)3 non‐profit organization
that strives to foster understanding, friendship and opportunities between local Chinese and
American communities and between China and America through art and cultural events, as well
as other exchange activities. The volunteer‐run organization is operated by professionals from
different fields who share the same vision and passion for China/US cultural exchange.
WWCACC is the producer of the annual Seattle Chinese Arts & Culture Festival in the Center
House of Seattle Center during the last weekend of May or first weekend of June each year.
This website has a wonderful archive of photographs.
WASHINGTON STATE CHINA RELATIONS COUNCIL
http://www.wscrc.org/
The Washington State China Relations Council, founded in 1979 following the normalization of
diplomatic relations between the United States and China, is a private and non‐profit business
association dedicated to promoting stronger commercial, educational, and cultural relations
between the state of Washington and the People's Republic of China. The Council is the oldest
non‐governmental statewide trade association in the United States dealing specifically with
China.
WOKAI
http://www.wokai.org/
After traveling throughout rural China and seeing the extreme poverty and lack of opportunity
millions of Chinese face everyday, Courtney McColgan and I decided to dedicate our lives to
creating opportunity for those living in poverty in rural China.
Utilizing the principle of microfinance, we connect you with people in rural China who want to
start small businesses, but just need a little help getting there. You make a tax deductible
contribution to sponsor that person's loan, watch as they grow their businesses, repay their
loans, and lift themselves from poverty. At the end of the year, you re‐invest your contribution
and help another borrower start a business.
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Main Global Competence Matrix
Global Competence is the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to understand and act creatively and innovatively on
issues of global significance.
Investigate
the World

Recognize
Perspectives

Communicate
Ideas

Take
Action

Students investigate
the world beyond their
immediate environment.

Students recognize
their own and others’
perspectives.

Students communicate
their ideas effectively with
diverse audiences.

Students translate their
ideas and findings into
appropriate actions to
improve conditions.

Students:

Students:

Students:

Students:

■■ Identify an issue, gener-

■■ Recognize and express

■■ Recognize and express

■■ Identify and create

ate a question, and
explain the significance
of locally, regionally,
or globally focused
researchable questions.
■■ Use a variety of lan-

guages and domestic and international
sources and media
to identify and weigh
relevant evidence to
address a globally
significant researchable
question.
■■ Analyze, integrate, and

synthesize evidence
collected to construct
coherent responses
to globally significant
researchable questions.
■■ Develop an argument

based on compelling
evidence that considers
multiple perspectives
and draws defensible
conclusions.

their own perspective
on situations, events,
issues, or phenomena and identify the
influences on that
perspective.
■■ Examine perspec-

tives of other people,
groups, or schools of
thought and identify
the influences on those
perspectives.
■■ Explain how cultural

interactions influence
situations, events,
issues, or phenomena,
including the development of knowledge.
■■ Articulate how differ-

ential access to knowledge, technology, and
resources affects quality
of life and perspectives.

how diverse audiences
may perceive different meanings from
the same information
and how that affects
communication.
■■ Listen to and commu-

nicate effectively with
diverse people, using
appropriate verbal and
nonverbal behavior, languages, and strategies.
■■ Select and use appro-

priate technology and
media to communicate
with diverse audiences.
■■ Reflect on how effec-

tive communication
affects understanding
and collaboration in an
interdependent world.

opportunities for personal or collaborative
action to address situations, events, issues,
or phenomena in ways
that improve conditions.
■■ Assess options and plan

actions based on evidence and the potential for impact, taking
into account previous
approaches, varied perspectives, and potential
consequences.
■■ Act, personally or col-

laboratively, in creative
and ethical ways to contribute to improvement
locally, regionally, or
globally and assess the
impact of the actions
taken.
■■ Reflect on their capac-

ity to advocate for and
contribute to improvement locally, regionally,
or globally.

The Global Competence Matrix was created as part of the Council of Chief State School Officers’ EdSteps Project
in partnership with the Asia Society Partnership for Global Learning.
© 2010 by the Council of Chief State School Officers, Washington, DC All rights reserved.
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Global Competence Matrix for social studies
Investigate the World

Recognize Perspectives

Communicate Ideas

Take Action

Students investigate the
world beyond their immediate
environment.

Students recognize and
understand their own and
others’ perspectives.

Students communicate their
ideas effectively with diverse
audiences.

Students translate their ideas
and findings into appropriate
actions to improve conditions.

Students:

Students:

Students:

Students:

■■ Identify issues and frame

■■ Recognize and express

■■ Recognize and express

■■ Identify and create

researchable questions of
local, regional, or global
significance that call for
or emerge from investigations in the social sciences,
■■ Identify and weigh

relevant evidence from
primary and secondary
documents, using a variety
of domestic and international sources, media, and
languages, to address
globally significant
researchable questions.
■■ Analyze, integrate, and

synthesize evidence using
knowledge, methods, and
critical skills in the social
sciences to deepen their
understanding of and construct coherent responses
to globally significant
issues.
■■ Produce an account based

on compelling social
scientific evidence and
multiple perspectives that
exhibits understanding
of a global issue and that
raises new questions and/
or advocates for action.

their own perspective on
situations, events, issues,
or phenomena, and
identify the cultural, social,
economical, political, geographical, and historical
influences that inform that
perspective.
■■ Examine the role of place,

time, culture, society, and
resources in the perspectives held by people,
groups, and/or schools of
thought.
■■ Explain how individuals,

societies, events, and the
development of knowledge are influenced by the
movement and interaction
of ideas, goods, capital,
and people.
■■ Explore and describe

how geopolitical differences, as well as access
to knowledge, resources,
and technology, affect the
options, choices, and quality of life of people around
the world.

how diverse audiences
may interpret and use the
same information in different ways and for different
purposes and how that
affects communication
and collaboration.
■■ Use the language of social

scientists and adapt their
modes of communication
and behavior to interact
effectively with diverse
audiences.
■■ Select and use technol-

ogy and media strategically to create products,
express views, and communicate and collaborate
with people of diverse
backgrounds.
■■ Reflect on how commu-

nication contributes to or
impedes understanding,
collaboration, negotiation, and diplomacy in an
interdependent world.

opportunities for personal
and collaborative action
and civic engagement to
contribute to sustainable
improvements and quality
of life.
■■ Assess options, plan

actions, and engage in
civil discourse, considering previous approaches,
varied perspectives, political viability, and potential
consequences.
■■ Act, personally and

collaboratively, in ways
that are creative, ethical, and informed by the
knowledge and methods
of the social sciences to
contribute to sustainable
improvement, and assess
the impact of the action.
■■ Reflect on their capacity

to draw on the social sciences to advocate for and
contribute to improvement locally, regionally, or
globally.

Global Competence is the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to understand
and act creatively and innovatively on issues of global significance. The global
competence matrices help explain Global Competence and how to apply it.
They were created as part of the Council of Chief State School Officers’ EdSteps
Project, in partnership with the Asia Society Partnership for Global Learning.
© 2010 by the Council of Chief State School Officers, Washington, DC All rights reserved.
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