
Activity: 22 

Re: 9/13/2009 
A. Williams 

 
 

Math N06: Essential Mathematics 
Hands-On Activity 

 
 

Title My Math Grade 
Topic Solving percentage problems (Section 5.2) 
Introduction This activity is an opportunity to discuss both percents and the process 

of calculating their grade.  
 

Materials A worksheet detailing the assignments and tests up to this point in the 
semester.  

Time Required 15 minutes 
Set Up You have a couple options in how to prepare them for this: 

 
• One way is to tell them to hang on to all their papers at the start 

of the semester and remind them of this every time you hand 
something back. This will help re-enforce the idea that they 
should hang on to their papers. If you do this method, be ready 
with a completed grade sheet to inform them of the items they 
are missing. 

• A second way is to get them to log on to Blackboard (or some 
other grading online system) and have them to record it off of 
there. This will give some of them exposure to how to check 
their grades online. 
 

It is a good idea to give them the worksheet the class period before 
they are doing the activity and have them fill in all the graded items in 
order to save class time. 

Directions 
For the next class I want you to fill out your score for all the 
assignments, tests, and quizzes. In class next time we will calculate 
your current grade in the class and compare your percent to my 
percent in order to see if you’ve done it correctly. (It is your decision if 
you want to actually tell them their percent or just inform them if their 
percent is different from yours.) 

The class before:  

 

After you lecture on solving percent problems, have them pull out their 
sheet and start working on calculating their grade. Ask them as a class 
what the process is and list those steps on the board. Something like: 

The actual class: 

• Add up all of your scores (you may want to let them use a 
calculator on this part.) 
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• Add up what they assignments are worth (again you may want 
to let them use a calculator on this part.) 

• The amount is your total score and the base is the total points 
possible, use the following formula to calculate your percent: 
                     AmountBasePercent =•  

• You need to show your work on the actual calculation of the 
percent. 

Have them check their work with you. 
Follow Up/Discussion 
Questions 

I like to ask them to evaluate how they are doing so far. This got some 
surprisingly honest answers. Many people realized they weren’t 
passing, or that their grade wasn’t as good as it could have been if they 
hadn’t missed some work. I then ask them what they will do to improve 
or maintain their grade. It’s a reminder for them to step it up a bit before 
it’s too late. 

Notes/Observations There will be students who don’t have all their work so be ready to help 
them fill in the blanks. Also, if you want to do this activity as an at home 
project, you may want to consider expanding it till the end of the 
semester and have them periodically check their calculations with 
yours. 

 
 


