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The goal of this project is to increase understanding of African contributions to global 

cultures (the Diaspora), particularly in Mexico and North America and the Caribbean.  

The African presence in Mexico is a historical fact, but subtly over time the African 

presence has been minimized.   However, there were approximately 250 million 

enslaved Africans, servants that were brought to Mexico during the colonial period and 

their presence was established through intermarriage and other means.  This project is 

to create a greater understanding of the connectedness of all people around the world 

and to create awareness and foster an appreciation for people of color. 

 

Focus: Grades 6—12 and K-12 educators 

The Unit should take approximately 4-6 weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mexico: A Journey through History and Society 

The African Influence in Mexico 

Desired Results 

Established Goals: North Carolina Standard Course of Study Latin American Studies Goal 

Goal 2 The learner will explore the Pre-Columbian civilizations of Latin America and assess the 
impact of European colonization.    

Objectives 

2.01 Locate and describe the early people of Latin America... 

2.03 Explain the effects of contact and conflict between pre-Columbian cultures and Europeans. 

2.04 Assess the impact of colonization of Latin America by Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch, and other 
European powers. 

2.05 Assess the impact of the Atlantic slave trade on Latin America. 

2.06 Analyze the economic, political, social, and cultural impact of European colonization on 
different cultures of Latin America. 

 

NCSCOS Social Studies Objective:   The learner is able to compare and contrast the United States 

with other countries in North America. 

North Carolina Professional Teaching Standards:   

Standard II: The teacher establishes a suportive climate for a diverse population   

Standard III: The teacher knows the content that they teach 

Standard IV:  The teacher facilitates instuction for student learning. 



Understandings: What are the big ideas?  

African culture has influenced other cultures 

around the world due to diaspora and other 

exploration and mingling of peoples.  

What specific understandings about them are 

desired? Understand how ideas and goods are 

disseminated around the world  

 What misunderstandings are predictable? 

 Only Spanish has influenced Mexico and its states.  

Students will understand that the African culture 

has influenced other cultures around the world 

through diaspora and other pre-Colonial 

exploration.   Cultures intermingle and create 

new practices over time.  

Essential Questions: What provocative 

questions will foster inquiry, understanding 

and transfer of learning? 

1.  What evidences of the African presence can 

be found in countries of the world? 

2.  How have these evidences impacted and 

influenced the present world? 

 

Students will know that cultures intermingle and 

merge into new practices over time. 

What key knowledge and skills will students 

acquire as a result of this unit?  Students will 

research, use technology, and gain multicultural 

understanding, self-knowledge and oral 

presentation skills.  

Students will be able to use research to 

uncover historical information; report 

research findings using technology and other 

presentations; describe evidences of African 

influences in Mexico through research  

What should they eventually be able to do as 

a result of such knowledge and skill?  Describe 

the influences of African and other cultures in 

the development of present day Mexico.  

 

Assessment Evidence 

 



 

Performance Tasks: Through what authentic 

performance tasks will students demonstrate the 

desired understandings? By what criteria will 

performance of understanding be judged?  

Students will create a wiki page to describe 

African influences in Mexico ; measured by 

Rubrics and in-class presentations and debates 

Other evidence: Through what other evidence 

(quizzes, tests, academic prompts, 

observations, and journals) will students 

demonstrate achievement of the desired 

results? How will students reflect upon and 

self-assess their learning? 

Students will complete journal entries; mural 

paintings; a family tree diagram.    

Students will complete Exit Tickets to 

summarize their understanding of caste 

paintings & murals. 

Learning Plan 

Learning Activities: What learning experiences and instruction will enable students to achieve the 

desired results? How will the design...help the students know where the unit is going and what is 

expected? Help the teacher know where the students are coming from (prior knowledge, interests)? 

Equip students, help them experience the key ideas and explore the issues? Provide opportunities 

to rethink and revise their understandings and work? Allow students to evaluate their work and its 

implications? Be tailored to the different needs, interests and abilities of learners? Be organized to 

maximize initial and sustained engagement as well as effective learning? 

Introduction--Wallwisher—KWL—to introduce the unit; what do you know about African influences 

in the United States and Mexico?  Lecture Background Notes provided by author 

Lesson 1: The Olmec Culture—background history; students develop a hypothesis and “prove” their 

theory through research; participate in debate about the origins and disappearance of the Olmec 

culture.  

Lesson 2:  African slave trade; colonialism—caste paintings; background history; mural paintings; 

other notes & photos from author; students complete a family tree graphic organizer and a  class 

mural painting depicting the diversity in their classroom. 



 

Introduction: 

 

Teacher will introduce the unit by showing power-point of Mexico for background 

information & to generate interest. Teacher will go to www.wallwisher.com; 

establish account and have students post notes about what they know about 

Mexico and what they would like to know about Mexico.   

Lesson One. The Mother Culture 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson 3: Modern Day Cities and Towns—Guerrero, Veracruz , Morelos (notes and photos from 

author); students will complete a travel brochure highlighting features of historic towns 

Lesson 4: Dance, Food, Music (introductory notes and photos from author)—marimba, coffee, 

ballet folklórico; students conduct research to find recipes, other musical instruments, etc. to 

present to class through performance or demonstration. 

Final Project: Students develop wiki page entitled, “African influences in Mexico—Past, Present, 

Future”, according to rubric with student and teacher input.  

 



 

 

The Olmec civilization has continued to be a “mystery” to investigators and 

researchers since the finding of the “heads” in the 1930s.  This lesson uses 

background knowledge of the Olmecs to engage students in research, discussion 

and “speculation” about the origins and disappearance of this culture.   

Established Goal:  2.01 Locate and describe the early people of Latin America. 

Understandings: Students will understand that scientists/ historians/ 

archaeologists continue to research and find data to support hypotheses about 

ancient cultures. 

Essential Questions: Where did the Olmecs originate and where did they go? 

Assessment Evidences:  classroom debate with supporting information by student 

teams 

Learning Plan:   After reviewing the introductory slides from the PowerPoint 

presentation, student teams will research the origins and disappearance of the 

Olmec culture and people.    The teams will gather data to develop and defend a 

hypothesis.   Students will argue their positions in a classroom debate.   

CLASSROOM DEBATE RUBRIC 

   Levels of Performance 

Criteria 1 2 3 4 

1. Organization and 
Clarity:  

viewpoints and responses are 
outlined both clearly and 
orderly. 

Unclear in most 
parts 

Clear in some 
parts but not over 
all 

Most clear and 
orderly in all 
parts 

Completely clear 
and orderly 
presentation 

2. Use of Arguments:  

Reasons are given to support 

Few or no 
relevant reasons 
given 

Some relevant 
reasons given 

Most reasons 
given: most 
relevant 

Most relevant 
reasons given in 
support 



viewpoint. 

3. Use of Examples and 
Facts:  

Examples and facts are 
given to support reasons. 

Few or no 
relevant 
supporting 
examples/facts 

Some relevant 
examples/facts 
given 

Many 
examples/facts 
given: most 
relevant 

Many relevant 
supporting 
examples and 
facts given 

4. Use of Rebuttal:  

Arguments made by the 
other teams are responded to 
and dealt with effectively. 

No effective 
counter-
arguments made 

Few effective 
counter-
arguments made 

Some effective 
counter-
arguments made 

Many effective 
counter-
arguments made 

5. Presentation Style:  

Tone of voice, use of 
gestures, and level of 
enthusiasm are convincing to 
audience. 

Few style 
features were 
used; not 
convincingly 

Few style 
features were 
used 
convincingly 

All style features 
were used, most 
convincingly 

All style features 
were used 
convincingly 

   

   

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson Two. The Colonial Period 

 

 

In order to understand others, it’s important to understand and examine one’s 
own background and thinking processes.  We are all unique and our 
experiences and background have an impact on the way we engage with 
others.  Consciously or unconsciously, our own beliefs, values and 
motivations influence our interactions.  This week, we will have some fun and 
present our own family tree! 

Established Goal:   The learner is able to compare and contrast the United States 

with other countries in North America. 

2.05 Assess the impact of the Atlantic slave trade on Latin America. 

Understandings: 

 Students can explain the process of slave deportation in the New World. 

Students can understand the impact of slavery in Mexico and the United States. 

Students can understand that one’s family background is important to one’s 

personal identity.  

 Students can trace individual family histories through at least four generations. 

Students can demonstrate a collective understanding of family histories.  



Essential Questions:   What were the routes of the Atlantic Slave Trade and what 

countries were involved?  How did Africans assimilate into the new land?  

How does family background impact an individual’s choices in life? 

What is my family background?  Who are my ancestors? 

Assessment Evidences: 

Exit Tickets to summarize the role of caste paintings and murals in the history of 

Mexico. 

Class bulletin board mural 

Diagram of slave trade routes on a map 

Rubric points: Family Tree Presentation 

 4 3 2 1 

Research Tree includes 

at least 4 

generations 

Tree includes 

at least 3 

generations 

Tree includes 

at least 2 

generations 

Tree is 

incomplete 

Graphics Includes 3 or 

more photos 

Includes 2 

photos 

Includes 1 

photo 

No photos 

Features Includes 

background 

music & sound 

Includes 

background 

music or 

sound 

Includes one 

element of 

music 

No additional 

features 

Readability Easy flow, 

easy to read 

No errors in 

grammar 

Okay flow, 

okay  to read, 

few errors in 

grammar 

Flows, can be 

read, errors in 

grammar 

Errors in 

grammar, 

difficult to 

follow 

 



Journal entry ---Students will use an e-diary or interactive notebook to describe 

the experiences of completing a family tree and a class mural.   Students will 

respond to at least one classmate posting.  

Learning Plan:  

Power-point of colonial period slides; explanation of slave trade routes to the 

New World 

With a partner, students summarize the role of caste paintings and murals 

depicting history of Mexican states; complete a map of slave trade routes 

Students create Family Trees presented through an online graphic of students’ 

choice.  For example, Windows Movie Maker; Voice thread, or Geni.com                

could be utilized to present/ display the information.    (1 week) 

Class Mural:   Students will create a bulletin board mural by painting, collage or 

drawing a collaboration of family histories based on the family trees of individual 

students. The bulletin board could be located within or outside the classroom or 

other location within the school environment. (1 week) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson Three:  The Modern Day Mexico: Cities and Towns 

 

A fascinating aspect of the African Diaspora, the dispersion of African 

cultures around the world,   is that if one searches closely or deeply enough, the 

presence is evident in many areas that otherwise go unnoticed today.   The 

languages of Africa can be found in the names of cities and towns in Mexico.  The 

state of Guerrero is one example.  This lesson explores other cities and towns 

remaining from African influences.   

Established Goal: 2.05 Assess the impact of the Atlantic slave trade on Latin 
America. 

Understandings: Students will understand that African settlements are still 

thriving in today’s Mexico.  

Essential Questions:  What cities and towns are named by Africans in Mexico? 

How were these cities and towns established?  How are they functioning today? 

 

Assessment Evidences: 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
Travel Brochure Rubric  

 4  3 2 

Organization  The brochure 

has excellent 

formatting and 

very well 

organized 

information.  

The brochure 

has 

appropriate 

formatting 

and well-

organized 

information.  

The brochure 

has some 

organized 

information 

with random 

formatting.  

The brochure's 

format and 

organization of 

material are 

confusing to 

the reader.  

Ideas  
The brochure 

communicates 

relevant 

information 

appropriately 

and effectively 

to the 

intended 
audience.  

The brochure 

communicates 

relevant 

information 

appropriately 

to the 

intended 
audience.  

The brochure 

communicates 

irrelevant 

information, or 

communicates 

inappropriately 

to the intended 
audience.  

The brochure 

communicates 

irrelevant 

information, 

and 

communicates 

inappropriately 

to the intended 
audience.  

Conventions  All of the 

writing is done 

in complete 

sentences.  

Capitalization 

and 

punctuation 

are correct 

throughout 

the brochure.  

Most of the 

writing is done 

in complete 

sentences.  

Most of the 

capitalization 

and 

punctuation 

are correct 

throughout 

the brochure.  

Some of the 

writing is done 

in complete 

sentences.  

Some of the 

capitalization 

and 

punctuation 

are correct 

throughout the 

brochure.  

Most of the 

writing is not 

done in 

complete 

sentences.  

Most of the 

capitalization 

and 

punctuation 

are not correct 

throughout the 

brochure.  

Graphics  The graphics 

go well with 

the text, and 

there is a 

good mix of 

text and 

graphics.  

The graphics 

go well with 

the text, but 

there are so 

many that 

they distract 

from the text.  

The graphics 

go well with 

the text, but 

there are too 

few.  

The graphics 

do not go with 

the 

accompanying 

text or appear 

to be randomly 

chosen.  

Read Write ThinK (2006) 

Learning Plan: 



View background power-point slides for Lesson Three 

Students research modern day cities and towns of Mexico to develop a travel 

brochure highlighting main points of interest in the towns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson Four:   Food, Music & Dance 

 

 The everyday life and times of a people are expressed through the love of 

food, music and dancing.  Celebrating life through traditions is very evident in 

Mexico.  Though aspects of traditions change over time, the influences and 

blending of peoples continue to be present in celebrations and family traditions.  

Established Goal:  2.05 Assess the impact of the Atlantic slave trade on Latin 
America. 

Understandings:  Students can identify several foods, musical styles and /or forms 

of dance influenced by Africans in Mexico.  

Essential Questions: What are lasting or blended influences of Africa on the foods, 

music and dance styles of Mexico? 

How have African influences impacted the culture of Mexico today? 

Assessment Evidences: 

All students demonstrate, perform or present information researched concerning 

a food, music style or instrument or a dance of Mexico having an African 

influence.  

Learning Plan: 

View power-point slides of Music & Dance 



View DVD of Ballet Folklórico or female Mexican singers (Hasta el último trago—

Corazón, Beto Gomez, producer, 2005) 

Students research art, music, dance, food or other aspects of Mexican culture that 

have African influences.   Students will present this information. 

(Examples: dance, poetry, drawings, demonstration, musical performance, 

singing, etc.) 

Final Project:   Web or Wiki Page 

“African Influences in Mexico—Past, Present & Future” 

The students will design and present a wiki page highlighting contributions of 

Africans to Mexican culture:  Past, Present & Future. 

The students will work to summarize the information learned from this unit.  

Cooperative groups will work together; chosen by lottery (three to four students 

in a group) to develop this project.   

Working together, students will have approximately one week to complete this 

project.   Students will present their wiki to the class and provide feedback 

through the wiki to other groups.   

Final Project Wiki Rubric 

      

Teacher Name:      

      

      

Group Name:     ________________________________________   

      

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1  

Sequencing of 

Information 

Information is 

organized in a 

clear, logical 

way. It is easy to 

anticipate the 

type of material 

that might be on 

the next card. 

Most 

information is 

organized in a 

clear, logical 

way. One card or 

item of 

information 

seems out of 

Some 

information is 

logically 

sequenced. An 

occasional card 

or item of 

information 

seems out of 

There is no clear 

plan for the 

organization of 

information. 

 



place. place. 

Text - Font 

Choice & 

Formatting 

Font formats 

(e.g., color, bold, 

italic) have been 

carefully planned 

to enhance 

readability and 

content. 

Font formats 

have been 

carefully planned 

to enhance 

readability. 

Font formatting 

has been 

carefully planned 

to complement 

the content. It 

may be a little 

hard to read. 

Font formatting 

makes it very 

difficult to read 

the material. 

 

Use of Graphics All graphics are 

attractive (size 

and colors) and 

support the 

theme/content 

of the 

presentation. 

A few graphics 

are not attractive 

but all support 

the 

theme/content 

of the 

presentation. 

All graphics are 

attractive but a 

few do not seem 

to support the 

theme/content 

of the 

presentation. 

Several graphics 

are unattractive 

AND detract 

from the content 

of the 

presentation. 

 

Effectiveness Project includes 

all material 

needed to gain a 

comfortable 

understanding of 

the topic. It is a 

highly effective 

study guide. 

Project includes 

most material 

needed to gain a 

comfortable 

understanding of 

the material but 

is lacking one or 

two key 

elements. It is an 

adequate study 

guide. 

Project is missing 

more than two 

key elements. It 

would make an 

incomplete study 

guide. 

Project is lacking 

several key 

elements and 

has inaccuracies 

that make it a 

poor study 

guide. 

 

Originality Presentation 

shows 

considerable 

originality and 

inventiveness. 

The content and 

ideas are 

presented in a 

unique and 

interesting way. 

Presentation 

shows some 

originality and 

inventiveness. 

The content and 

ideas are 

presented in an 

interesting way. 

Presentation 

shows an 

attempt at 

originality and 

inventiveness on 

1-2 cards. 

Presentation is a 

rehash of other 

people's ideas 

and/or graphics 

and shows very 

little attempt at 

original thought. 

 

      

Date Created: Jan 09, 2010 11:57 pm 

(UTC)     

      

      

      

      

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mexico Presentation Powerpoint—Background information 

Powerpoint concerning African Influences is attached. 

Mexico: A Journey through 

History and Society

July, 2010

Brenda H. Hargrove, Ed.D. 

 

 


