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Abstract


This CAP entitled A.W.A.R.E, Authors Writing About Real Events, will explore different issues prevalent to the society in which we teach and live. Current topics include internet and social networking awareness, the dangers of texting and driving, bullying, etc. The goal of this course is to create lessons and activities to address the many factors that our students and society are in the midst of dealing with through current news articles, literature, documentaries, etc. Additionally, different methods and programs designed to deal with such issues will also be explored.  As a result of this CAP, teachers have a unified reference including worksheets, lesson plans, etc. available for use.  This CAP also strives to meet the following New York State English Language Arts Standards:

· Standard 1: Students will be able to read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.

· Standard 2: Students will be able to read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

· Standard 3: Students will be able to read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

· Standard 4: Students will be able to read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction (New York State Education Department: Elementary, Middle, Secondary, and Continuing Education).

Rationale


The goal behind the A.W.A.R.E. Authors Writing About Real Events CAP is simply to engage students in reading articles about issues they are currently dealing. The goal is get our students reading, and to also get them more involved in the problems and solutions to relevant issues they are up against. By selecting high interest topics and collecting articles, quizzes, websites, and documentaries, we hope to enable our students to become more “aware” and as a result to get more involved in making our society a better one. As a result of this CAP, teachers have a unified reference including worksheets, lesson plans, etc. available for use.  
Understanding by Design
	Stage One – Desired Results

	Content Standard:

New York State English Language Arts Standards:

· Standard 1: Students will be able to read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.

· Standard 2: Students will be able to read, write, listen, and speak for literary response and expression.

· Standard 3: Students will be able to read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.

· Standard 4: Students will be able to read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction.

	Understanding(s)

Students will understand that

1. Literature can allow us to become more aware and find solutions to the problems and dilemmas we are dealing with.
	Essential Question(s):

1. How can students become more “aware” of the world in which they live?
2. In what ways can literature enable our youth to become more proactive in the issues they will inevitably face?

	Students will know

1. Facts, statistics, and warnings they should be aware of as they navigate the world in which they live.
	Students will be able to

1. Brainstorm and create viable resolutions to the many problems they face and issues that arise.

	Stage 2 – Assessment of Evidence



	Performance Task(s):

1. Students will partake in a variety of activities designed to raise “awareness” about issues we often deal with.
2. Group work, viewing documentaries, reading articles, accessing relevant web sites, etc. will be utilized.
	Other Evidence:

1. Students will be better equipped in creating solutions for problems and risks they face. 

	Stage 3 – Learning Plan



	Learning Activities:

1. Group work, personal reflection, journal writing, reading, annotating, utilizing technology, etc. will all be used through the lessons we have created.


Purpose: Students should know the rules or acceptable behavior on the Internet, understand the danger of the Internet and know there is no privacy on the Internet.

	Aim: What rules should be enforced regarding Internet usage?  Why? 

Do Now:  Copy and explain the following quote. 

The most effective, reliable, Internet Safety Filter is an Involved, Informed, and Aware Parent and an Educated and Ethical Kid.




Procedure:
1. What do you already know about Internet safety?  Why is it a problem?  Do your parents have any rules, regarding Internet usage?

2. Introduce the concepts to be taught.

3. Discuss what they already know. 


4. Show video clip from New York State Division of Criminal Services Internet Safety Resources #12 Future Consequences http://criminaljustice.state.ny.us/missing/i_safety/videos_presentations.htm
5. Discuss the video.


6. Have students complete the worksheet “To Share or Not to Share”  Then discuss the following:

a. What are the dangers of sharing personal information on the internet?

b.  What options do users have to make about privacy settings on sites such as Facebook?

c. Are any social networking sites really safe?

d. Should schools get involved?  When?  Why?

7.  Give students a blank worksheet titled “Internet Usage Policy”.  In pairs, students must create a list of rules in contract form.

Closure:

1. Discuss their “policies”.

2. Research and print out or copy East Meadow’s policy, regarding Internet usage.

To Share or Not to Share?

Directions: Check off the types of information that you think are potentially damaging – to you and/or others – if posted on a social networking site, such as Facebook or MySpace. On the corresponding lines, write down the types of online “friends” who you may wish didn’t have access to viewing this type of post. Then, on the reverse of this sheet of paper or in your journal (for your eyes only), write whether you have ever been in a situation after posting one of these types of information (or something similar), whether you regretted your action, and if so, why. Alternatively, write about such a post that an online friend created that made you uncomfortable, or a similar situation that you have heard about... 

· Naked pictures of yourself at age two 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· News flash that you’ve broken up with your boyfriend or girlfriend

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· List of all the people who irritate you in class

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· Information about your job and a work project

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· Link to coupon for free pizza

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· Nasty comment about one of your teachers or colleagues

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· Status update in the middle of a family dinner or date

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· Status update while you are in class, at work or studying

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

· Note on your friend’s wall about a party you’re organizing

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.emf]
Purpose: The following lesson plan is designed in regards to the prevention of bullying. 
Aim: What is bullying?  Who is bullied? Why do kids bully? 

Do Now: Define/describe a bully.  Should bullying be against the law?  What can/should schools do?

Procedure:

1. Discuss the do now.  Brainstorm and create a web diagram on the board that helps to explore/define the issue.

2. Pass out “Bullying in Our School Community”.  These should be filled out anonymously.  Give students three to five minutes to complete.  Collect, flip through and discuss.  Create a chart that shows how many students agreed and disagreed with each statement. 
3. Watch short bullying clip at:  http://www.metacafe.com/watch/461604/beat_bullying_words_hurt_commercial/
What are “typical/atypical bullying” behaviors?

4. Continue bullying/bullying behavior discussion as a lead in to The New York Times article, “A Boy the Bullies Love to Beat Up, Repeatedly,” by Dan Barry.  Have students read the article and respond to the following writing prompt that will be provided on the black board.  What is the societal climate for bullying in schools? What, if anything, can be done to make schools safer and more inclusive?  What should punishments be for bullying?
Closure:

1.  Discuss the article, with reading comprehension questions.

2. Ask for volunteers to briefly summarize their opinion as stated in their written response.

March 24, 2008

This Land 

A Boy the Bullies Love to Beat Up, Repeatedly  

By DAN BARRY 

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. 

All lank and bone, the boy stands at the corner with his younger sister, waiting for the yellow bus that takes them to their respective schools. He is Billy Wolfe, high school sophomore, struggling. 

Moments earlier he left the sanctuary that is his home, passing those framed photographs of himself as a carefree child, back when he was 5. And now he is at the bus stop, wearing a baseball cap, vulnerable at 15. 

A car the color of a school bus pulls up with a boy who tells his brother beside him that he’s going to beat up Billy Wolfe. While one records the assault with a cellphone camera, the other walks up to the oblivious Billy and punches him hard enough to leave a fist-size welt on his forehead.  

The video shows Billy staggering, then dropping his book bag to fight back, lanky arms flailing. But the screams of his sister stop things cold.  

The aggressor heads to school, to show friends the video of his Billy moment, while Billy heads home, again. It’s not yet 8 in the morning. 

Bullying is everywhere, including here in Fayetteville, a city of 60,000 with one of the country’s better school systems. A decade ago a Fayetteville student was mercilessly harassed and beaten for being gay. After a complaint was filed with the Office of Civil Rights, the district adopted procedures to promote tolerance and respect — none of which seems to have been of much comfort to Billy Wolfe.  

It remains unclear why Billy became a target at age 12; schoolyard anthropology can be so nuanced. Maybe because he was so tall, or wore glasses then, or has a learning disability that affects his reading comprehension. Or maybe some kids were just bored. Or angry. 

Whatever the reason, addressing the bullying of Billy has become a second job for his parents: Curt, a senior data analyst, and Penney, the owner of an office-supply company. They have binders of school records and police reports, along with photos documenting the bruises and black eyes. They are well known to school officials, perhaps even too well known, but they make no apologies for being vigilant. They also reject any suggestion that they should move out of the district because of this. 

The many incidents seem to blur together into one protracted assault. When Billy attaches a bully’s name to one beating, his mother corrects him. “That was Benny, sweetie,” she says. “That was in the eighth grade.” 

It began years ago when a boy called the house and asked Billy if he wanted to buy a certain sex toy, heh-heh. Billy told his mother, who informed the boy’s mother. The next day the boy showed Billy a list with the names of 20 boys who wanted to beat Billy up.  

Ms. Wolfe says she and her husband knew it was coming. She says they tried to warn school officials — and then bam: the prank caller beat up Billy in the bathroom of McNair Middle School. 

Not long after, a boy on the school bus pummeled Billy, but somehow Billy was the one suspended, despite his pleas that the bus’s security camera would prove his innocence. Days later, Ms. Wolfe recalls, the principal summoned her, presented a box of tissues, and played the bus video that clearly showed Billy was telling the truth. 

Things got worse. At Woodland Junior High School, some boys in a wood shop class goaded a bigger boy into believing that Billy had been talking trash about his mother. Billy, busy building a miniature house, didn’t see it coming: the boy hit him so hard in the left cheek that he briefly lost consciousness. 

Ms. Wolfe remembers the family dentist sewing up the inside of Billy’s cheek, and a school official refusing to call the police, saying it looked like Billy got what he deserved. Most of all, she remembers the sight of her son. 

“He kept spitting blood out,” she says, the memory strong enough still to break her voice. 

By now Billy feared school. Sometimes he was doubled over with stress, asking his parents why. But it kept on coming. 

In ninth grade, a couple of the same boys started a Facebook page called “Every One That Hates Billy Wolfe.” It featured a photograph of Billy’s face superimposed over a likeness of Peter Pan, and provided this description of its purpose: “There is no reason anyone should like Billy he’s a little bitch. And a homosexual that NO ONE LIKES.” 

Heh-heh. 

According to Alan Wilbourn, a spokesman for the school district, the principal notified the parents of the students involved after Ms. Wolfe complained, and the parents — whom he described as “horrified” — took steps to have the page taken down. 

Not long afterward, a student in Spanish class punched Billy so hard that when he came to, his braces were caught on the inside of his cheek.  

So who is Billy Wolfe? Now 16, he likes the outdoors, racquetball and girls. For whatever reason — bullying, learning disabilities or lack of interest — his grades are poor. Some teachers think he’s a sweet kid; others think he is easily distracted, occasionally disruptive, even disrespectful. He has received a few suspensions for misbehavior, though none for bullying. 

Judging by school records, at least one official seems to think Billy contributes to the trouble that swirls around him. For example, Billy and the boy who punched him at the bus stop had exchanged words and shoves a few days earlier. 

But Ms. Wolfe scoffs at the notion that her son causes or deserves the beatings he receives. She wonders why Billy is the only one getting beaten up, and why school officials are so reluctant to punish bullies and report assaults to the police. 

Mr. Wilbourn said federal law protected the privacy of students, so parents of a bullied child should not assume that disciplinary action had not been taken. He also said it was left to the discretion of staff members to determine if an incident required police notification. 

The Wolfes are not satisfied. This month they sued one of the bullies “and other John Does,” and are considering another lawsuit against the Fayetteville School District. Their lawyer, D. Westbrook Doss Jr., said there was neither glee nor much monetary reward in suing teenagers, but a point had to be made: schoolchildren deserve to feel safe. 

Billy Wolfe, for example, deserves to open his American history textbook and not find anti-Billy sentiments scrawled across the pages. But there they were, words so hurtful and foul. 

The boy did what he could. “I’d put white-out on them,” he says. “And if the page didn’t have stuff to learn, I’d rip it out.” 

 Bullying in Our School Community

Directions: Please complete this questionnaire anonymously.

Part I: Agree/disagree For each of the statements below, indicate whether you agree or disagree.

1. Bullying/harassment occurs within our school community.

a. Agree

b. Disagree

2. I have personally witnessed, perpetrated or been a target of bullying involving members of our school community.

a. Agree

b. Disagree

3. Students who are, or who are perceived to be, gay are targets of bullying at our school.

a. Agree

b. Disagree

4. I understand what it feels like to be ridiculed, harassed, or hurt because of who I am.

a. Agree

b. Disagree

5. I believe that the student body at this school has the power to do something about bullying.

a. Agree

b. Disagree

6. I believe that adults, including parents, teachers, coaches, counselors and administrators, at this school have the power to do something about bullying.

a. Agree

b. Disagree

Part II: Personal response

Write down your thoughts about bullying/harassment, and the climate of acceptance and tolerance, at our school. What do you think teachers and administrators need to know? What do you think your fellow classmates need to know?

Would you be willing to have what you wrote shared with the class? No names or identifying details will be associated with anything that is shared, and nothing will be shared with the class without your consent.

a. Yes, you may share what I wrote with the class.

 b. No, you may not share what I wrote with the class.

September 20, 2008

As Text Messages Fly, Danger Lurks 

By JENNIFER STEINHAUER and LAURA M. HOLSON
LOS ANGELES — Senator Barack Obama used one to announce to the world his choice of a running mate. Thousands of Americans have used them to vote for their favorite “American Idol” contestants. Many teenagers prefer them to actually talking. Almost overnight, text messages have become the preferred form of communication for millions.

But even as industry calculations show that Americans are now using mobile phones to send or receive more text messages than phone calls, those messages are coming under increasing fire because of the danger they can pose by distracting users. Though there are no official casualty statistics, there is much anecdotal evidence that the number of fatal accidents stemming from texting while driving, crossing the street or engaging in other activities is on the rise.

“The act of texting automatically removes 10 I.Q. points,” said Paul Saffo, a technology trend forecaster in Silicon Valley. “The truth of the matter is there are hobbies that are incompatible. You don’t want to do mushroom-hunting and bird-watching at the same time, and it is the same with texting and other activities. We have all seen people walk into parking meters or walk into traffic and seem startled by oncoming cars.” 

In the latest backlash against text-messaging, the California Public Utilities Commission announced an emergency measure on Thursday temporarily banning the use of all mobile devices by anyone at the controls of a moving train. 

The ban was adopted after federal investigators announced that they were looking at the role that a train engineer’s text-messaging might have played here last week in the country’s most deadly commuter rail accident in four decades.

A California lawmaker is also seeking to ban text-messaging by drivers, a step already taken by a handful of other states. “We have had far too many tragic incidents around the country that are painful proof that this is a terrible problem,” said the legislator, State Senator Joe Simitian, who wrote the California law requiring drivers who are talking on a cellphone to use hands-free devices.

The fight against text messages is also reaching beyond the realm of public safety. The National Collegiate Athletic Association’s board recently upheld a 2007 ban on all text-messaging by coaches to student recruits.

“The student athlete advisory committee believed that it was unprofessional, intrusive and expensive,” said Erik Christianson, a spokesman for the N.C.A.A.

Theaters, too, long accustomed to chiding cellphone users as well as people who crumple their cough drop wrappers, have taken on texting. And, assisted by cellphone service providers, parents have moved to limit the hours in which their children can get and send text messages. 

Text-messaging, also known as S.M.S. messaging (the abbreviation stands for short message service), first took off in Japan, cellphone technology experts say, in part because the cost of texting there was less than that of making cellphone calls. 

In the United States, the practice has accelerated greatly in the last few years, as the technology has improved with the introduction of products like the Apple iPhone. In June, 75 billion text messages were sent in the United States, compared with 7.2 billion in June 2005, according to CTIA — the Wireless Association, the leading industry trade group. 

The consumer research company Nielsen Mobile, which tracked 50,000 individual customer accounts in the second quarter of this year, found that Americans each sent or received 357 text messages a month then, compared with 204 phone calls. That was the second consecutive quarter in which mobile texting significantly surpassed the number of voice calls.

The lure of texting is self-evident. It is fast and direct, screening out the pleasantries that even standard e-mail messages call for, like “how are you.” It is used to blast information among co-workers and inform parents of their children’s whereabouts, and, as Kwame M. Kilpatrick demonstrated en route to his downfall as mayor of Detroit, is useful in expressing feelings of romantic desire. (Object lesson No. 2: text messages are also subject to subpoena.) 

“It is just a super useful tool,” said Caitlin Williams, a San Francisco bakery owner whose outgoing cellphone message encourages people to send her a text.

“You can kind of cut to the chase,” Ms. Williams said. “Sometimes you just want your questions answered without having to answer a lot of questions about how your day is.” 

For all her love of texting, Ms. Williams says she has seen the underbelly as well.

“Of course there is the dangerous driving while texting,” she said, “and the obnoxious person in front of you texting instead of ordering their coffee, which happened to me yesterday. We are not at a point where there are a whole lot of rules for proper etiquette for texting. I think as it becomes a more acceptable form of communication, people will regulate themselves a little more.”

Teenagers and young adults have adopted text-messaging as a second language. Americans 13 to 17 years of age sent or received an average of 1,742 text messages a month in the second quarter, according to Nielsen. And according to one survey commissioned by CTIA, 4 of 10 teenagers said they could text blindfolded.

Kyle Monaco, a 21-year-old student in Chester, Pa, estimates that he sends 500 text messages a month, compared with 50 phone calls. “It’s not that I don’t like to talk on the phone,” Mr. Monaco said. “Sometimes I just want to see what’s going on, as opposed to having a conversation. So it is easier to send a text.”

Parents are often torn between their love of instant access to their children and their loathing of others’ having the same. In August, Verizon began offering a service that blocks texting during certain times of the day. 

“Usage controls were developed at the request of customers,” said Jack McArtney, associate director of advertising and content standards for Verizon. “We know of some people who want to keep the kid’s phone from buzzing all night. They want them to get some sleep.”

And texting at the wrong time can be extremely dangerous. Over the last two years, news accounts across the country have chronicled the death or serious injury of people who walk into traffic while texting or who drive while doing so. Police officials said last year that a crash that killed five cheerleaders in upstate New York might have been linked to texting. A recent Nationwide Insurance survey of 1,503 drivers found that almost 40 percent of those respondents from 16 to 30 years old said they text while driving.

On Wednesday, the National Transportation Safety Board said its investigators had determined from phone records that the commuter-train engineer in last week’s disaster had sent and received text messages during the run in which the train ultimately collided with a freight locomotive. Twenty-five people were killed in the crash, and more than 130 injured.

Further, a group representing emergency room doctors issued a warning in July against texting while doing other activities, citing a rise in injuries and deaths seen in emergency rooms around the country stemming from texting. 

As policy makers consider their options, use of the technology shows no sign of ebbing.

Joanne Kent, 62, found herself flummoxed when her two granddaughters sent her text messages she did not know how to retrieve. So Ms. Kent, a retired physician’s assistant, attended a class held by AT&T at a senior’s center in Wallingford, Conn., hoping someone there could show her how.

“They’d send me a text saying, ‘Have papa come pick me up,’ and I couldn’t open it,” she said of her granddaughters. “They finally told me I had to learn.”

May 26, 2009

Texting May Be Taking a Toll 

By KATIE HAFNER
They do it late at night when their parents are asleep. They do it in restaurants and while crossing busy streets. They do it in the classroom with their hands behind their back. They do it so much their thumbs hurt. 

Spurred by the unlimited texting plans offered by carriers like AT&T Mobility and Verizon Wireless, American teenagers sent and received an average of 2,272 text messages per month in the fourth quarter of 2008, according to the Nielsen Company — almost 80 messages a day, more than double the average of a year earlier. 

The phenomenon is beginning to worry physicians and psychologists, who say it is leading to anxiety, distraction in school, falling grades, repetitive stress injury and sleep deprivation. 

Dr. Martin Joffe, a pediatrician in Greenbrae, Calif., recently surveyed students at two local high schools and said he found that many were routinely sending hundreds of texts every day.

“That’s one every few minutes,” he said. “Then you hear that these kids are responding to texts late at night. That’s going to cause sleep issues in an age group that’s already plagued with sleep issues.”

The rise in texting is too recent to have produced any conclusive data on health effects. But Sherry Turkle, a psychologist who is director of the Initiative on Technology and Self at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and who has studied texting among teenagers in the Boston area for three years, said it might be causing a shift in the way adolescents develop. 

“Among the jobs of adolescence are to separate from your parents, and to find the peace and quiet to become the person you decide you want to be,” she said. “Texting hits directly at both those jobs.”

Psychologists expect to see teenagers break free from their parents as they grow into autonomous adults, Professor Turkle went on, “but if technology makes something like staying in touch very, very easy, that’s harder to do; now you have adolescents who are texting their mothers 15 times a day, asking things like, ‘Should I get the red shoes or the blue shoes?’ ” 

As for peace and quiet, she said, “If something next to you is vibrating every couple of minutes, it makes it very difficult to be in that state of mind.

“If you’re being deluged by constant communication, the pressure to answer immediately is quite high,” she added. “So if you’re in the middle of a thought, forget it.”

Michael Hausauer, a psychotherapist in Oakland, Calif., said teenagers had a “terrific interest in knowing what’s going on in the lives of their peers, coupled with a terrific anxiety about being out of the loop.” For that reason, he said, the rapid rise in texting has potential for great benefit and great harm. 

“Texting can be an enormous tool,” he said. “It offers companionship and the promise of connectedness. At the same time, texting can make a youngster feel frightened and overly exposed.”

Texting may also be taking a toll on teenagers’ thumbs. Annie Wagner, 15, a ninth-grade honor student in Bethesda, Md., used to text on her tiny LG phone as fast as she typed on a regular keyboard. A few months ago, she noticed a painful cramping in her thumbs. (Lately, she has been using the iPhone she got for her 15th birthday, and she says texting is slower and less painful.) 

Peter W. Johnson, an associate professor of environmental and occupational health sciences at the University of Washington, said it was too early to tell whether this kind of stress is damaging. But he added, 

“Based on our experiences with computer users, we know intensive repetitive use of the upper extremities can lead to musculoskeletal disorders, so we have some reason to be concerned that too much texting could lead to temporary or permanent damage to the thumbs.”

Annie said that although her school, like most, forbids cellphone use in class, with the LG phone she could text by putting it under her coat or desk. 

Her classmate Ari Kapner said, “You pretend you’re getting something out of your backpack.” 

Teachers are often oblivious. “It’s a huge issue, and it’s rampant,” said Deborah Yager, a high school chemistry teacher in Castro Valley, Calif. Ms. Yager recently gave an anonymous survey to 50 of her students; most said they texted during class.

“I can’t tell when it’s happening, and there’s nothing we can do about it,” she said. “And I’m not going to take the time every day to try to police it.”

Dr. Joffe says parents tend to be far less aware of texting than of, say, video game playing or general computer use, and the unlimited plans often mean that parents stop paying attention to billing details. “I talk to parents in the office now,” he said. “I’m quizzing them, and no one is thinking about this.”

Still, some parents are starting to take measures. Greg Hardesty, a reporter in Lake Forest, Calif., said that late last year his 13-year-old daughter, Reina, racked up 14,528 texts in one month. She would keep the phone on after going to bed, switching it to vibrate and waiting for it to light up and signal an incoming message. 

Mr. Hardesty wrote a column about Reina’s texting in his newspaper, The Orange County Register, and in the flurry of attention that followed, her volume soared to about 24,000 messages. Finally, when her grades fell precipitously, her parents confiscated the phone. 

Reina’s grades have since improved, and the phone is back in her hands, but her text messages are limited to 5,000 per month — and none between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m. on weekdays.

Yet she said there was an element of hypocrisy in all this: her mother, too, is hooked on the cellphone she carries in her purse. 

“She should understand a little better, because she’s always on her iPhone,” Reina said. “But she’s all like, ‘Oh well, I don’t want you texting.’ ” (Her mother, Manako Ihaya, said she saw Reina’s point.) Professor Turkle can sympathize. “Teens feel they are being punished for behavior in which their parents indulge,” she said. And in what she calls a poignant twist, teenagers still need their parents’ undivided attention. 

“Even though they text 3,500 messages a week, when they walk out of their ballet lesson, they’re upset to see their dad in the car on the BlackBerry,” she said. “The fantasy of every adolescent is that the parent is there, waiting, expectant, completely there for them.”

Word to youth: Texting, driving don't mix
March 8th 2010

By Larry Copeland, USA TODAY
Mariah West was a devoted texter.

At 18, she could hold dinner conversations with her family while surreptitiously texting with friends, hiding her cellphone under the table.

Everyone in the Rogers, Ark., high school senior's circle had warned her about texting while driving; they'd see her car swerve and know what she was doing. It cost her her life.

Last May, on the day before graduation, Mariah was driving to a Minor League Baseball game in 
Springfield, Mo., texting with the player who'd invited her. As she was sending him a text, she lost 
control of the car, which clipped a bridge, skidded on its roof along the edge of the bridge and flipped 
back into oncoming traffic.

Mariah, who had been getting directions to the Springfield Cardinals' stadium, was partially ejected, 
her skull crushed, says her mother, Merry Dye, 45. The last message Mariah got: "Where U At."

Now, Dye is working to spare other teens and their parents from a similar loss. She is part of a campaign against texting and driving that AT&T is launching today. The effort uses television, radio, print, the Internet, shopping malls, even the protective "clings" over the front of new cellphones, to target young drivers.

"I know there are a lot of laws being passed, but that isn't what's going to stop it," says Dye, assistant 
program coordinator for a television station in Springdale, Ark. "The hope is to reach the hearts of 
these kids and their parents, to help them understand that nobody is immune."

In focus groups and exchanges on its popular  Facebook site, the company has heard from many 
teens, says Daryl Evans, AT&T's vice president of consumer advertising. "In our focus groups, 
everybody acknowledged the dangers of texting while driving," he says. "But it was amazing how 
many people said, 'I know it's dangerous, but I've figured out how to do it safely' or 'I can put the 
phone on top of the steering wheel and do it.' "

AT&T's "Txtng & Drivng ... It Can Wait" campaign features parents of young texting-and-driving 
victims and the final text messages the young drivers received just before they died. The 
campaign's theme: "No text is worth dying over."

It's difficult to know how successful such a campaign can be, says Peter Kissinger, president 
and CEO of the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. "The great majority of traditional public awareness 
campaigns on traffic safety have, unfortunately, not been terribly successful," he says.

The successful model, he says, is the national Click It or Ticket seat belt campaign, which works because it has a law generally accepted by the public, a visible enforcement component and a big public awareness effort.

In 2008, 5,870 people died and more than a half-million were hurt in crashes involving a distracted or inattentive driver, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Young, inexperienced drivers are disproportionately represented among these drivers.

Not worth dying for 
The theme for AT&T's campaign grew out of one of its focus groups, Evans says. "The group leader 
said, 'Everybody pull out your phone. Pull up the very last text you had before you came in here.' He said, 'Are any of those texts worth dying for?' The air came out of the room. It went absolutely silent. And every time we did it after that, the same thing happened. We knew we had our aha! moment," he says.

The campaign, which will include advertising in 72 shopping malls, also features an online resource 
center, att.com/txtngcanwait, where educators, parents and teens can download information about texting while driving and sign a pledge not to do it. AT&T also has launched a Facebook application, at  facebook.com/att.

Dallas-based AT&T, which serves about 85 million wireless customers, is the second communications company to enter the fray against texting while driving. Verizon Wireless launched its national "Don't Text and Drive" campaign last year.

The campaign comes as the movement against texting while driving nears critical mass. At least 23 states this year have considered bans on texting while driving; 10 of them restrict texting by novice drivers. Nineteen states and the District of Columbia prohibit texting while driving for all drivers, the Governors Highway Safety Association says.

In January, the federal government banned texting on handheld devices while driving for bus drivers and commercial truckers. Allstate Insurance launched an anti-texting effort last year. Talk show host Oprah Winfrey devoted shows to the topic.

'He knew better' 
A year ago, John Bradley Breen, known as "JB" to his friends in St. Francisville, Ill., was a young Marine, 
23, who had a young daughter. He was home on leave preparing to deploy to Afghanistan.

He was an avowed texter: The day before he died, Breen was helping to bury the family dog — and busily texting while digging, says his mother, Teresa Breen, 47. "My husband said, 'JB, put that phone down. You're obsessed with that thing. It's taking over your life.' "

The next day, while driving and texting with a young woman, Breen lost control of his pickup. The truck veered off the road. He was ejected and thrown 150-200 feet, his mother says.

"He knew better," says Breen, a customer service representative at a seed company. "He couldn't do it on the base. He just came home and got lax."

Her son had been discussing a date with the young woman, Breen says. They had planned to get together soon. His last text message, which he never got to send: "Yeah T-." "The girl wondered why she never received a text message back," Breen says. "She never knew anything had happened until 
she got to work the next day."

Purpose: Students will be aware of the dangers involved in texting and driving as well as the other dangers associated with text messaging.

	Aim: Can text messaging REALLY be hazardous to our health? 

Do Now:  Students will complete the Distracted Driving Safety Quiz



Procedure:
1. Students will “Think-pair-share” to review their quiz results

2. Results will be discussed with the class and the correct answers revealed

3. Students will be assigned a phone type, either Blackberry, Cell Phone, or iTouch

4. Each student will be assigned to read one article and select 4-5 meaningful excerpts highlighting the overall meaning of the article.
a. The “Blackberry” students will be assigned to read the article “As Text Messages Fly, Danger Lurks” and create 5 discussion questions. 

b. The “Cell Phone” students will be assigned to read the article “Texting May be Taking a Toll” and create 5 discussion questions. 

c. The “iTouch” students will be assigned to read the article and create 5 discussion questions “Word to youth: Texting, driving don't mix”. 
5. Once students have had ample time to read their articles and complete their questions, students will move into groups of three (or more as needed) made up of at least 1 student per article.

6. Students will give a brief synopsis of their article to the group, sharing the excerpts selected with their group members. 

7. Once each student has had a chance to share their article info, the group will brainstorm collectively to create a list of 3-5 solutions for the problems associated with text messaging.


Closure: 
The class will create a list of possible solutions and ways to implement. Students will be encouraged to log onto the following link to take Oprah’s “No Text” pledge.



http://www.oprah.com/questionaire/ipledge.html?id=4 

Are you a distracted driver?

By Lauren Shenfeld

1. It's Friday night and you and your friends are going to the movies. Only you and one other friend drive and have your own a car with you. To get everyone to the theater on time, you're most likely to:

a. Pile everyone into your car, even if you need to double-buckle. You think the drive will be much more fun if you’re all together!

b. Let as many people into your car as fit safely – 4 girls, 4 seats and 4 seatbelts! You’re good to hit the road!

c. Drive your best friend and one other girl, and let the other driver take everyone else.

2. You're still an hour away from home, but you haven’t had anything but a latte from your fave coffee shop all day, so you’re starving! To end the conversation your stomach is trying to have with you, you:

a. Program your GPS to find the nearest restaurant, park your car, eat inside, and get yourself back on the road once you’re done.

b. Head to the first fast-food place you see and get your food to eat in the car. It’ll only set you off course for a few minutes, plus maybe there’s a cute guy at the drive-through window!

c. Go through a drive-through but only eat the food you can grab from the bag without taking your eyes off the road.

3. While driving, your cell phone sits:

a. On silent, but on the seat next to you so you can check it quickly at a red light. You probably won’t have time to respond though.

b. In your lap so you can be sure to reach it if someone important calls!

c. Turned off, in your purse on the floor in the backseat.

4. Your besties know that when they’re driving with you, the song on the radio will always be:

a. Their choice! While you're driving you like to stay focused on the road – you know your friends will pick the perfect jams to blast and rock out to as you drive!

b. Radio? You're an iTunes playlist kinda girl! No commercials and no need to take your focus off the road or your hands off the steering wheel.

c. Playing loudly and changing every minute! You always fiddle with the radio while driving. A girl needs the perfect song to cruise to!

5. You believe that DWT (driving while texting) is okay if:

a. The message you’re sending is under 140 characters. You feel like it’s important to always be communicating.

b. No matter what, it’s never okay to DWT. If it’s an emergency, you pull over to the side of the road or a nearby shopping center to make the necessary phone call.

c. You are stopped at a red light or stop sign and you put your phone down once it turns green again.

6. When your friend is DWT, you:

a. Say something like, “Hey, can I borrow your phone to make a call? My cell service is spotty.” It’s important to take the phone out of her hands and get her attention back on driving!

b. Take the phone and text for her if she’s texting the hot new guy in your math class, but let her respond if it’s one of her parents.

c. Let her text. It’s her phone! Plus, she was nice enough to drive you to the mall so you shouldn’t bug her about her driving habits.

7. You're meeting your BF for dinner at a new restaurant by his house. You’re running late though, and didn’t have time to put on your makeup before you had to leave. You:

a. Stay at home an extra few minutes to put on your makeup and plan a quicker route to the restaurant.

b. Put on your foundation at home (since that takes two hands), but save your mascara and lip gloss for red lights.

c. Decide to put everything on in the car. You’re an in-car makeover pro!

Bottom of Form
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