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1. What is your main idea?

a. There is one main idea and it must be clear to your reader. Does it exactly say what you want to express in your paragraph? It needs to be reworked on until it does.

2. What should your topic sentence say? 

a. State the main idea clearly. Tell exactly what the paragraph is about.  Not too general, not too specific

i. What is the topic sentence? 

The topic sentence is the first sentence in a paragraph.

ii. What does it do?  It introduces the main idea of the paragraph.

iii. How do I write one?  Summarize the main idea of your paragraph. Indicate to the reader what your paragraph will be about.

Example:

There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent health care system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live.

3. How will you develop your main idea?

a. Find and use details that help tell about your main idea (supporting details): 

i. Facts

ii. Examples

iii. Reasons

iv. Description

v. Events

vi. Steps (next) 

4. Do your details stick to the topic?

Each detail must support your main idea. In the opening paragraph, every sentence develops one specific topic.

i. What are supporting sentences

They come after the topic sentence, making up the body of a paragraph.

ii. What do they do?  They give details to develop and support the main idea of the paragraph.

iii. How do I write them?  You should give supporting facts, details, and examples.

Example:

b. There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent health care system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live.

5. Who is your audience? What is your purpose?

a. Always consider your audience (for an individual or a group, a friend or a stranger) and purpose (to inform, to persuade, to entertain or to express yourself) when your write. 

6. How will you organize your details?

a. Decide the organization of your paragraph, what makes sense for you. 

i. Start with the big idea and support it (topic first then the supporting details)

ii. Build up to the big idea (supporting details then topic sentence)

7. Where should you put your topic sentence?

a. The topic sentence can be at last or at the beginning

8. How will you begin?

a. Beginning with your topic sentence and making it interesting and appropriate is the best way to start a good paragraph.

9. How will it end?

a. Write a concluding sentence that ties up the paragraph neatly.

i. Restate the main idea in different words

ii. Pick up key words or details and summarize

iii. Add a new detail or understanding

a. What is the closing sentence? 

The closing sentence is the last sentence in a  paragraph.

b. What does it do?  It restates the main idea of your paragraph.

c. How do I write one?  Restate the main idea of the paragraph using different words.

Example:

There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent health care system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a desirable place to live.

Kinds of Paragraphs

Narrative Paragraph

Purpose:  The narrative paragraph tells about one main incident or happening. The author brings the incident to life so the reader shares the experience. It should be written in logical order. It describes what a person does over a period of time.

How to Write the Narrative Paragraph:

- Have a topic sentence that arouses the reader's interest. You can describe a scene or introduce characters.

- Build your paragraph around one main incident. Here is where your action takes place.

- Write the event in the order that it occurred. Do not skip around.

- Your ending should satisfy your reader's expectations. Bring your paragraph to a close.

Signal Words and Phrases: 

next, then, while, after, first ,after while, a little later, at the same time, during the morning, later that night

Example of Narrative Paragraph:

    Yesterday evening I got home from school around 4 o'clock.  My mother had dinner prepared which we ate as soon as Dad came home from work. After eating, I helped mother clear the table and do the dishes. After we got the kitchen cleaned, I had to sit and do my homework. Mother always says, "No television until your homework is done".  I finally got my math finished, so I went into the family room and turned on the television. I was watching American Idol, when the phone rang. It was my best friend, Amy. I talked to her for awhile then it was time for bed. I put on my pajamas and turned on my favorite cd. I finally started to get sleepy around 9:30. The next thing I knew, mother was calling me to get ready for school.

You must write your narrative paragraph with interesting events that will catch the reader's attention. It is important to start your narrative with a suspense. There must be dialogs that will help the reader to understand the character and the personality of the character. The events must be arranged one by one in a chronological order. The narrative must have a climax. You can also end your narrative with a conclusion or leave it to the imagination of the reader.
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