	UNIT 1
Essential Question: How far will a person go to protect himself or his beliefs?                                                                    10 weeks

	LITERATURE-Full Length Works

Pigboy by Vicki Grant (ORCA) (Summer Reading)
Watch Me by Norah McClintock (ORCA)

	LITERATURE- Non-Fiction

“Still Me” by Christopher Reeve

	LITERATURE- Short Stories

“Charles” by Shirley Jackson (see attached)

	LITERATURE- Poetry

“I’m Making a List” by Shel Silverstein
“What is Success?” by Ralph Waldo Emerson (see attached)


	GRAMMAR and USAGE

Chapter 7 – Using Adverbs in Sentences

	SPELLING and VOCABULARY
Suggested Spelling:

· Building Spelling Skills Grade 5, Evan-Moor

· Commonly misspelled words

· Homophones

Suggested Vocabulary:

· Vocabulary from literature

· Up to ten words from Units 1 & 2 (Eighth Grade Inter-Disciplinary – Adapted) (see attached)

	COMPOSITION

“List poems” based on poetry selections (see attached)
Literary Letter (see attached)
	PROJECTS, RELATED ACTIVITIES

Compare/Contrast poster board for Pigboy and Watch Me characters
Journal on overcoming students’ individual obstacles

Re-write ending/ write sequel for “Charles”

	ASSESSMENT

Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Activities, Compositions

	TECHNOLOGY

QUIA - www.quia.com
SMART Board – www.smarttech.com
You Tube video on Christopher Reeve
www.webenglishteacher.com

	DIFFERENTIATION 
(see attached)
Frayer for vocabulary
Venn Diagram

Setting the Stage graphic organizer for literature

Character Traits graphic organizer for literature

Character Comparison graphic organizer for literature

	STATE ASSESSMENT PREPARATION
ELA Task 1
www.nysed.gov



	UNIT 2
Essential Question:  What happens when a person’s beliefs are different from society’s beliefs?                                    10 weeks                                

	LITERATURE-Full Length Works

The Black Pearl by Scott O’Dell
	LITERATURE- Non-Fiction

“Puppies for Sale” from Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul (see attached)
“Puppy Love” (supplemental)

	LITERATURE- Short Stories

“The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs
	LITERATURE- Poetry

“Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes
“Fog” by Carl Sandburg (Supplemental)

	GRAMMAR and USAGE

Chapter 8 – Using Prepositional Phrases

	SPELLING and VOCABULARY
Suggested Spelling:

· Building Spelling Skills Grade 5, Evan-Moor

· Commonly misspelled words

· Homophones

Suggested Vocabulary:

· Vocabulary from literature

· Up to ten words from Units 3 & 4 (Eighth Grade Inter-Disciplinary – Adapted) (see attached)

	COMPOSITION

Extended Metaphor poem based on “Mother to Son” 

(see attached)
Mini-Metaphor poem (supplemental) (see attached)
	PROJECTS, RELATED ACTIVITIES

Presentations on classic fables/parables
Story Cube (see attached)

Research Manta Rays

	ASSESSMENT

Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Compositions

	TECHNOLOGY

QUIA - www.quia.com
SMART Board – www.smarttech.com
Video  - “The Monkey’s Paw”
The Black Pearl - www.webenglishteacher.com
You Tube video on Manta Rays, Finding pearls
Pearl Diver puzzle- http://jigsawplanet.com/?m=p&id=2e916224b290d922

	DIFFERENTIATION
(see attached)
Use of art (Clip Art) for vocabulary
Who, What , Why, Where, When graphic organizer for literature

Statement (Agree/Disagree) graphic organizer for literature
Literary Letter graphic organizer
	STATE ASSESSMENT PREPARATION
ELA Task 2
www.nysed.gov



	UNIT 3
Essential Question: How can an environment change people?                                                                                                10 weeks

	LITERATURE-Full Length Works

Literature Circles (see attached):
Skate Freak by Lesley Choyce (ORCA)  
Chat Room by Kristin Butcher (ORCA)
	LITERATURE- Non-Fiction

“The Street” by Richard Wright (Supplemental) [Adventures in Literature] 

	LITERATURE- Short Stories

“The Treasure of Lemon Brown” by Walter Dean Myers

	LITERATURE- Poetry

“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost

	GRAMMAR and USAGE

Chapter 9 – Using Conjunctions and Interjections

	SPELLING and VOCABULARY
Suggested Spelling:

· Building Spelling Skills Grade 5, Evan-Moor

· Commonly misspelled words

· Homophones

Suggested Vocabulary:

· Vocabulary from literature

· Up to ten words from Units 5 & 6 (Eighth Grade Inter-Disciplinary – Adapted) (see attached)

	COMPOSITION

Characterization Essay (How does the character change?)
Compare/Contrast essay (supplemental)

	PROJECTS, RELATED ACTIVITIES

Compare/Contrast “The Treasure of Lemon Brown” to song, 

“Mr. Wendel” by Arrested Development
Create own Sense Chart to play guessing game on either a setting/character

Literature Circle handouts (see attached)

	ASSESSMENT

Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Compositions

	TECHNOLOGY

QUIA - www.quia.com
SMART Board – www.smarttech.com
You Tube video on homeless
www.webenglishteacher.com

	DIFFERENTIATION
(see attached)
SMART Board Word Match game for vocabulary

Plot Diagram graphic organizer for literature
Sense Chart graphic organizer for literature
Cause and Effect graphic organizer for literature

	STATE ASSESSMENT PREPARATION
ELA Task 3

www.nysed.gov



	UNIT 4
Essential Question: What happens when people do not stand up for each other?                                                                 10 weeks

	LITERATURE-Full Length Works

The Diary of Anne Frank by Frances Goodrich and 

Albert Hackett

	LITERATURE- Non-Fiction

“A Diary from Another World” by Gerda Weismann Klein

	LITERATURE- Short Stories

The Sneetches by Dr. Suess (see attached)
Yertle the Turtle by Dr. Suess (see attached)
	LITERATURE- Poetry

“First They Came for the Jews” by Martin Niemoller (poem attached)

	GRAMMAR and USAGE

Chapter 11 – Writing Compound and Complex Sentences

	SPELLING and VOCABULARY
Suggested Spelling:

· Building Spelling Skills Grade 5, Evan-Moor

· Commonly misspelled words

· Homophones
Suggested Vocabulary:

· Vocabulary from literature

· Up to ten words from Units 7 & 8 (Eighth Grade Inter-Disciplinary – Adapted) (see attached)

	COMPOSITION

Persuasive Essay (see attached)

	PROJECTS, RELATED ACTIVITIES

Dramatization of play
Scavenger hunt on the Virtual Tour of Anne Frank House

Visit/field trip with Holocaust survivor

	ASSESSMENT

Tests, Quizzes, Projects, Compositions

	TECHNOLOGY

QUIA - www.quia.com
SMART Board – www.smarttech.com
Anne Frank Museum - www.annefrank.org
Virtual Tour of Anne Frank House CD Rom (Computer Lab)

Film - The Diary of Anne Frank
www.webenglishteacher.com
Persuasive Essay printouts & interactive game-

www.readwritethink.org


	DIFFERENTIATION
(see attached)
SMART Board Word Match game for spelling

KWL graphic organizer for literature
Anticipation Guide graphic organizer for literature
	STATE ASSESSMENT PREPARATION
Review of Tasks 1 – 3
www.nysed.gov




