Create your own “What is Success?” poem
Ralph Waldo Emerson defines success as not by having material things or wealth, but by non-materialistic things such as “appreciate beauty” (7) and the “affection of children”(4). 

Emerson uses action verbs to describe his success: 

To laugh, to win, to earn, to appreciate, to find, to leave, and to know.
Task: You are going to create your own “What is Success?” poem. First, you are going to write about what makes you successful. Remember, the point of Emerson’s poem was to show that there are things in life that can make you a success, and they don’t have anything to do with money. 

Poem Choice 1:

Directions: Fill in the blanks below, using the same action verbs that Emerson did in his poem, with the information you have listed about your successes. Like the example given, you might not use everything from your list, and may change some information to adjust it to fit the poem’s structure. Remember to a semi-colon (;) after each line.
What is success?

To laugh ______________________________________;
To win ______________________________________;
To earn ______________________________________;
To appreciate ___________________________________;
To find ______________________________________;
To leave ______________________________________;
To know ______________________________________;
This is to have succeeded.

Poem Choice 2:

 Create a poem using your own action verbs. Fill in the blank lines with action verbs that you feel go along with your meaning of success. You must use 7 different action verbs to begin each line. Use the infinitive form, the most basic verb form of the verb: To _____.

See my example: 

What is success?

· To finish a long novel;
· To put a smile on my friend’s face;
· To listen to my best friend from high school tell me that she misses me;
· To find a big round pumpkin in a pumpkin patch;
· To wrestle with my dog in the backyard;
· To give to charities that help the homeless;
· To make my parents proud of me and my accomplishments;

This is to have succeeded.

Poem Choice 2:

 Create a poem using your own action verbs. Fill in the blank lines with action verbs that you feel go along with your meaning of success. You must use 7 different action verbs to begin each line. Use the infinitive form of the verb: To _____.

____________________________ Success List

This is to have succeeded.
