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	Unit 3

	Stage I – Desired Results

	Content Standard(s) and Desired Goals: 

Learning Standards for English/Language Arts

     #1 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding

     #2 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response

     #3 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation

     #4 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction

Learning Standards for Technology

      Information Systems 

     #2 Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.


	“The Big Idea”
· Static and dynamic characters
· Mood and tone
· Making choices
	Essential Questions:

“How can an environment change people?”


	New York State Core Performance Indicators

Reading

   ∙Identify a purpose for reading

   ∙Use knowledge of punctuation to assist

     in comprehension

   ∙Maintain a personal reading list to reflect

     reading accomplishments

Writing

∙Understand the purpose for writing; the 

 purpose may be to explain, describe, 

 narrate, persuade, or express feelings

∙Observe rules of punctuation and 

 capitalization

Listening

∙Listen respectively and responsively

∙Identify own purpose for listening

∙Recognize content-specific vocabulary or

 terminology

Speaking

∙Respond respectively

∙Initiate communication with peers and 

 adults in the school and local community

∙Use language and grammar appropriate to

  the purpose for speaking


	NYS 8th Grade Specific Performance Indicators 

Reading Standards

∙ Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant  

  information

∙Use of knowledge of structure, content, 

 and vocabulary to understand  

 informational text

∙ Compare and contrast information from a 

  variety of different resources

Writing Standards

∙Read silently and aloud from a variety of

 genres, authors, and themes

∙Present clear analyses, using examples, details and reasons from text

∙Share the process of writing with peers and adults

Listening Standards

∙Listen with comprehension, for an extended period of time, to texts read aloud

Speaking Standards

∙Use precise vocabulary to communicate ideas

∙Provide feedback by asking questions designed to encourage further conversation


	Unit Vocabulary/Key Words:
homelessness    fitting in                       imagery
circumstances    identity                        figurative language

friendship            building confidence



	Stage II – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks: Summative

Characterization essay
Compare and Contrast Essay
Reader’s Response journals
Literature Circle Role Sheets
Tests

Quizzes


	Performance Task(s):  Formative 

Journaling

Worksheets

ELA practice
Exit cards

Story Cube

	Stage III – Learning Plan

	1. Students will read the following novels, short stories and poems:

· Skate Freak by Lesley Choyce (ORCA) OR
· Chat Room by Kristin Butcher (ORCA)
i. Students will complete literature circle assignments at teacher’s discretion
ii. Resources available in appendix
· “The Treasure of Lemon Brown” by Walter Dean Myers (McDougal Littell)
i. Students will view video clips about homelessness (SMART activity available in shared file)

ii. Students will compare and contrast story to song Mr. Wendel by Arrested Development

iii. Students will complete a characterization assignment about static and dynamic characters

iv. Students will complete 1 of the following essays:

1. Characterization Essay
2. Compare or Contrast Essay

· “The Street” by Richard Wright (Adventures for Readers) supplemental
·  “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” by Robert Frost

i. Students will evaluate the use of figurative language to create the mood of poem. 

2. Students will identify and use conjunctions and interjections in sentences

3. Students will define selected grade level vocabulary, vocabulary from literature and personal vocabulary lists from self selected reading.



	Technology to be utilized:
· QUIA
· SMART activities
· Youtube video clips

	Assessment Preparation:
Completion of ELA Task 3
· Reading Comprehension
· Essay Writing


	Differentiation

· SMART Board Word Match Game
· Plot Diagram graphic organizer
· Cause and Effect graphic organizer
· Sense Chart graphic organizer
· Reading List requirements differentiated (number of pages read, reading level)




