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	Unit 1

	Stage I – Desired Results

	Content Standard(s) and Desired Goals: 

Learning Standards for English/Language Arts

     #1 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for information and understanding

     #2 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for literary response

     #3 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation

     #4 Students will read, write, listen, and speak for social interaction

Learning Standards for Technology

      Information Systems 

     #2 Students will access, generate, process, and transfer information using appropriate technologies.


	“The Big Idea”
· Materialism 
· Values

· Overcoming Adversity

· Understanding Diversity
	Essential Questions:

“How far will a person go to protect himself or his beliefs?”


	New York State Core Performance Indicators

Reading

   ∙Identify a purpose for reading

   ∙Use knowledge of punctuation to assist

     in comprehension

   ∙Maintain a personal reading list to reflect

     reading accomplishments

Writing

∙Understand the purpose for writing; the 

 purpose may be to explain, describe, 

 narrate, persuade, or express feelings

∙Observe rules of punctuation and 

 capitalization

Listening

∙Listen respectively and responsively

∙Identify own purpose for listening

∙Recognize content-specific vocabulary or

 terminology

Speaking

∙Respond respectively

∙Initiate communication with peers and 

 adults in the school and local community

∙Use language and grammar appropriate to

  the purpose for speaking


	NYS 8th Grade Specific Performance Indicators 

Reading Standards

∙ Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant  

  information

∙Use of knowledge of structure, content, 

 and vocabulary to understand  

 informational text

∙ Compare and contrast information from a 

  variety of different resources

Writing Standards

∙Read silently and aloud from a variety of

 genres, authors, and themes

∙Present clear analyses, using examples, details and reasons from text

∙Share the process of writing with peers and adults

Listening Standards

∙Listen with comprehension, for an extended period of time, to texts read aloud

Speaking Standards

∙Use precise vocabulary to communicate ideas

∙Provide feedback by asking questions designed to encourage further conversation


	Unit Vocabulary/Key Words:
characterization     obstacles       contrast

character traits       beliefs           adverbs

materialism            compare 

	Stage II – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks: Summative

Book talk

List poem

Literary Letter

Tests

Quizzes


	Performance Task(s):  Formative 

Journaling

Worksheets

ELA practice using Edusoft

Exit cards



	Stage III – Learning Plan

	1. Students will review Pigboy by Vicki Grant and present a book talk in class.

· Literary Letter will be completed in class

i. scaffolded writing instruction packet attached

2. Students will read the following novels, short stories and poems:

· Watch Me by Norah McClintock (ORCA)

i. character comparison graphic organizer attached 

· “Charles” by Shirley Jackson (McDougal Littell)

i. summarizing activity and comprehension questions attached

· “Still Me” by Christopher Reeve (McDougal Littell)

· “I’m Making a List” by Shel Silverstein

· “What is Success” by Ralph Waldo Emerson

i. poem activity attached 

3. Students will identify and use adverbs in sentences

4. Students will define selected grade level vocabulary, vocabulary from literature and personal vocabulary lists from self selected reading.



	Technology to be utilized:
· QUIA
· SMART activities
· Youtube video clips
· IPTV video

	Assessment Preparation:
Completion of ELA Task 1
· Reading Comprehension (completed on Edusoft)


	Differentiation

· Frayer: Vocabulary and Novels 

· Venn Diagram

· Setting the Stage graphic organizer

· Character Comparison

· Reading List requirements differentiated (number of pages read, reading level)




