Persuasive Essay
A persuasive essay is an essay in which the writer argues on a topic he/she feels strongly about.

Directions: Read each of the following issues below. Choose the issue that you have the strongest feelings about. Use the “Persuasion Map” (www.readwritethink.org) handout to organize your essay. You may also refer to the Persuasive Essay graphic organizer. Agree or disagree with:
1. Massapequa Public School District is considering extending the school year through the end of July. They believe students will receive a better education through an extended school year.

2. Berner Middle School is considering a ban on all cell phones and other electronic devices from entering the building.

3. A new rule is being considered that would allow only students who maintain an A average in all of their classes to play a school sport or club.

4. Massapequa Public School District is considering implementing uniforms in an effort to improve the education of their students.

5. Berner Middle School is considering stocking its vending machines with water and healthy foods only.
Model Persuasive Essay
Scrap the Uniforms!


At the end of August, students look forward to back-to-school shopping. It looks like the students of Massapequa Public School District will be very disappointed at the end of their summer vacations. The Board of Education is considering implementing a new uniform policy. Forcing students to wear uniforms will not help them learn, but will put obstacles in the way of their education.

There are many reasons why students should not have to wear uniforms. First, the uniforms are hot and uncomfortable. Usually outfits are made of wool or polyester. Wool can be itchy to the skin, and polyester is a fabric that makes one hot during warm weather. These materials will make the students feel uncomfortable and they will not be able to concentrate in the classroom. Uniforms will have a negative impact on the education of our students.


Most importantly, if students are forced to wear the same clothes they will not be able to express their personalities. Part of being a teenager is trying to find out who you are, and expressing creativity. Students are encouraged to express creativity in their classwork. Being forced to look like everyone else will have a negative effect on kids being able to think for themselves.

There are many important issues that Massapequa Public School District must think about, but student comfort and creativity is also very important. Forcing students to wear uniforms will create discomfort and unhappiness. Students will pay less attention to school and receive worse grades.

Persuasive Essay
	Intro: Clearly explains the issue & shows whether you are for or against the rule/idea.




	Body 2: First main reason for your position with specific examples.

“ There are several reasons ……… First, ……..”


	Body 3: Second main reason (the best one) for your position with specific examples.

“Most importantly……”


	Conc. Sums up the essay & explains why the issue is important without being repetitive.




Remember!

· Do not use “I” in the essay.

· Indent each paragraph.

· Use transitions in your paragraphs, especially at the start of them.

· Use more sophisticated vocabulary (thesaurus, old vocab. units).










