Rational
The mission of the English self contained special class is to provide an enriched learning environment for all students with abilities that vary greatly along the learning spectrum.  Being placed in a self contained classroom should not preclude students from the same learning experience as students in mainstreamed classes. Therefore, this curriculum was aligned with the reading and writing requirements of Regents classes. Since the curriculum is parallel, it allows for a seamless transition between the self contained and Regents classes, providing more opportunity for mainstreaming. 

Following the 7R and 8R English curriculum, the reading and writing assignments are presented as units guided by essential questions approved by the district. The reading selections expose students to fiction and non-fictional texts as well as poetry; while the writing assignments allow students to use the writing process to produce creative and expository pieces to be showcased in a portfolio. The units provide concrete titles and topics, but also allow for differentiation of activities and supplemental materials so the needs of the students can be met. 
