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Hiram Johnson Biography

Politics and Public Service, 1866-1945

Hiram Warren Johnson's first job was as a shorthand reporter and stenographer in a law firm, which sparked his interest in the subject. In 1888, Johnson was admitted to and attended the University of California at Berkeley, where he earned his law degree. In 1902, he moved to San Francisco, where he served as an assistant district attorney. In the midst of his legal practice, Johnson became increasingly active in reform politics, taking on an anti-corruption mantle. 

In 1910, he became part of the Lincoln-Roosevelt Party and then founded the United States Progressive Party in 1912. He served as governor of California between 1911 and 1917, when he led successful fights for institution of initiative, referendum and recall laws, the direct primary election, the eight-hour work day for women and children, the Workers Compensation Act, pensions for retired teachers, and more government control of the railroads and utilities.

It was not until 1919 that Johnson became the presumptive leader of the Progressives, due to the death of Theodore Roosevelt. As a U.S. Senator, Johnson proved to be popular and was re-elected four times. After serving for nearly 30 years in government, he died on August 6, 1945, the same day the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

Source: http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1984.html
Vocabulary





Progressive Party: a political party that formed in 1912 to combat social ills by calling for tariff reform, regulation of the railroads, women’s suffrage, prohibition, and worker’s rights 





Initiative: a process where voters can propose laws directly by bypassing the legislature 





Referendum: a process where voters approve laws





Recall: the process of removing a governor from office





Theodore Roosevelt: a progressive President  who earned a reputation for trust-busting and regulating railroads 








