Immigration Case Study
Directions: Read through each case study.  Determine the limits to immigration.  Make an argument explaining whether the law is an example of progress or not.  

Case Study NO 1.  

The California Gold Rush inspired many people to move to California to mine for gold.  Chinese immigrants provided cheap labor to build railroads and work in the mining business.  As gold was become scarce, low-wage workers complained that Chinese workers were taking away jobs and driving the wage down.  Cities like Los Angles started to turn violent towards Chinese immigrants.  Should Congress restrict immigration?  Why?/Why not?  If so, how?    

Case Study NO 2.  

The United States was experiencing an influx of immigrants from Southeast Europe.  The Public Health Service argued that immigrants were costing taxpayers money because they were using up the state’s social services, which include schools and hospitals.  Should Congress restrict immigration?  Why/Why not?  If so, how?  
Case Study NO 3.  

It is 1948, three years after World War II.  People from Germany, Austria and Italy petitioned to enter the United States claiming they were being persecuted by the Nazi government for their race, religion or political identification.  Should Congress open immigration?  Why/ Why not?  If so, what are the limits? 
Case Study NO 4.  

In the context of the Civil Rights Era, President Lyndon Johnson criticized the quota system of the 1920s, calling it “un-American” and discriminatory to deny people entry into the United States based on race.  Should Congress open immigration?  Why/ Why not?  If so, what are the limits? 

