Social Progress Simulation

CA History/SS Standards

11.2.9 Understand the effect of political programs and activities of the Progressives (e.g., federal regulation of railroad transport, Children's Bureau, the Sixteenth Amendment, Theodore Roosevelt).

Historical Problem 

The United States is currently going under an economic recession.  Unemployment in 2010 was measured at 9.5 percent.  People are losing their jobs and losing their homes.  Under the Obama Administration, Congress passed a stimulus bill that poured $787 billion into revamping the economy.  The money was spent on tax cuts, building infrastructure and helping businesses get back on their feet.  If you had the money, how would you spend it?  How would your plan stimulate social, economic and civic progress?    
Essential Question: How should the government spend the stimulus money? 
Reading(s) 

· Stimulus Package article 
· Character biographies   
Simulation Characters 

Students will be split up into groups of four to research and role-play the following characters.  Each group member will be responsible for reading the biographies of the characters and writing a separate testimony, illustrating a character analysis, performing a walk and talk, writing questions and answers for the simulation and participating in the simulation.    

· Congress: this governing panel will read through all biographies and facilitate the simulation.  They must come up with a list of five questions for each character and be prepared to ask follow up questions.  At the end of the simulation, based on the arguments, they will vote on which group deserves to get funding  

· John Muir 
· Jane Addams 
· William Jennings Bryan 
· John D. Rockefeller 

· Samuel Gompers 
Use these websites to help you find information about your character 
· Quotes: Thinkexist, Brainy Quotes 
· Pictures: Library of Congress, U.S. Government Photos and Images 
· Note: All works published before 1923 are in the public domain, otherwise, remember to cite your sources.  
By the end of this simulation, you will need to complete the following assignments.  

Put a check next to the item when it is complete.  
· ____Testimony

· ____Character Analysis 

· ____Walk and Talk 

· ____Questions and Answers 
Guided Lessons 

	Day
	Activity
	Materials
	Time
	Grouping

	1
	Students conduct Internet research
Write testimony 
	· Simulation Instructions 
· Internet Connection 

· Computers 

· Simulation Assignments: testimony
	One hour
	Groups of 4

	2
	Illustrate character analysis and make a poster for the group   
	· Simulation Assignments: Character Analysis
· Poster paper

· Markers 
	One hour 
	Groups of 4

	3
	Perform walk and talk.  Allow students to meet other characters from the simulation and take notes on their philosophies 

Students process information by writing questions and answers for other characters 
	· Simulation Assignments: Walk and talk 
	One hour
	Groups of 4

	4
	Simulation Day 

Discuss Procedures 

· Speak loudly and clearly 

· Pay attention to discussion 

· Criticize ideas, not people 

Perform Simulation 

· Each group delivers testimony

· Congress facilitates questions and answer session 

· Congress delivers decision 

· Students react to decision 


	
	One hour 
	Whole Class

(Students should face each other in a big circle) 


