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Now that you’ve seen Capote and re-read To Kill a Mockingbird, choose ONE of the following questions to answer with a 40-minute persuasive essay.  You may use the film narrative cheat sheet to help you analyze characteristics of the film that support your argument (lighting, editing, etc.). 

1) What statement do you think Director Bennett Miller was attempting to make about Truman Capote’s relationship with Harper Lee?  Did he make her out to be a saint, less of a writer, naive?  Was there sexism involved?  Consider how she looked in the film, her actions and how the director presented her in comparison with Truman Capote. 

2) Compare and contrast Truman Capote’s “high life” in New York with his work with the prisoners.  In which situation did you think was REALLY him being himself – or was he bipolar?

3) When gathering his research for In Cold Blood, do you think Capote’s ends justified the means?  Do you think he was right to treat the prisoners/people in Kansas the way he did to get the information for the novel to serve the greater good, or do you think he was simply being manipulative?  If he was serving a higher purpose, what could a novel like this contribute to society?

4) Did this film influence your feelings about the death penalty?  If so, how? Give specific examples. 

5) In Spain, Truman tells Harper Lee that he and prisoner Perry grew up in very similar situations, but that he “went out the front door and Perry went out the back.”  What comment is Truman making about class and fate?  (Remember our nature vs. nurture argument).  How does this reflect the themes that Harper Lee expressed in To Kill a Mockingbird?

