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The Stranger, by Albert Camus

In A Nutshell
The Stranger was published in 1942 by Albert Camus, in French, as L'Étranger. The story

revolves around a man named Meursault who, in a heated moment, shoots and kills another

man on a beach. The events leading up to the shooting, and Meursault’s subsequent legal trial

and incarceration, are a platform for Camus to explore issues of meaning and meaninglessness

in life. Along with the author’s other work (such as The Fall or The Myth of Sisyphus), The

Stranger is a medium in which Camus explores his own pet philosophy: "the absurd." More

about this later, but in short, "Absurdism" says the world is devoid of rational meaning. The

Nobel Prize Committee quite rationally thought Camus should win some money, so they gave

him the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1957, not for The Stranger per se, but for his generally

"important literary production."

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• The Stranger Themes

• The Stranger Quotes

• The Stranger Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 How does the weather, and in particular, the sun, affect Meursault ’s mood and behavior?

Why do you suppose it has any effect at all? Can Meursault truly believe that the scorching

sun is a valid excuse for murdering the Arab?
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2 The Stranger is divided into two parts – what is the effect of such a structure? Do you see

any structure created – outside of the two parts – that is marked by the three deaths of the

text?

3 Camus was a self-proclaimed "absurdist." Based on The Stranger and Meursault ’s beliefs

in The Stranger, how would you define "the absurd"? What role do concepts like

"detachment," "alienation," "acceptance," and "society" play? How is absurdity reflected

in (a) the events in Meursault ’s life, (b) the relationships Meursault finds himself in, and

(c) the attitudes with which Meursault faces, and subsequently rejects, the world?

Visit Shmoop for many more The Stranger Study Questions
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