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Unit Overview
Unit Title:  The Waving Symbol

Content Area:  Social Studies and Science
Targeted Grade Level:  Fourth Grade

Unit Length:  Six Days with five instructional lessons.  (Lessons range in time frame from 45 minutes to 1 and a half hours)

The Waving Symbol is a thematic unit designed to teach students the importance and meaning of one American symbol; the flag.  Students will engage in hands on activities that will take them through the changes that have occurred to the American Flag.  Students will learn the history and creation of the Flag by researching Betsy Ross.  Students will understand the definition of etiquette by taking part in a class skit followed by learning how the flag demands proper etiquette.  Students watch a video on the Star Spangled Banner and learn the history and importance of their national anthem.  In the end, students will create their own class anthem and flag using homemade dyes.  

Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) addressed:

Social Studies: 

SS4CG4 -The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 

Elements:

a. Explain the necessity of respecting the rights of others and promoting the common good.

b. Explain the necessity of obeying reasonable laws/rules voluntarily, and explain why it is important for citizens in a democratic society to participate in public (civic) life (staying informed, voting, volunteering, and communicating with public officials).
SS4CG5- The student will name positive character traits of key historic figures and government leaders (honesty, patriotism, courage, trustworthiness). 

SS4H4 -The student will explain the causes, events, and results of the American Revolution.

Elements: 


d. Describe key individuals in the American Revolution

Science: 

S4CS3- Students will use tools and instruments for observing, measuring, and manipulating objects in scientific activities utilizing safe laboratory procedures. 

Elements: 

a. Choose appropriate common materials for making simple mechanical constructions and repairing things.
b. Measure and mix dry and liquid materials in prescribed amounts, exercising reasonable safety.

d. Identify and practice accepted safety procedures in manipulating science materials and equipment.
Unit Goals: 

The student should:

· understand the meaning of symbolism

· know how to properly measure liquids

· know who Betsy Ross is

· know who Francis Scott Key is

· understand the importance of the American flag

· know how to properly care for a flag

· know the meaning of the words to the Pledge of Allegiance

Unit Objectives: 

The student will:

· create a timeline of the changes to the American flag

· explain the symbolism of the colors used in the American flag

· describe why and how Francis Scott Key wrote the Star Spangled Banner  

· analyze what it means to have their own class flag and anthem

· explain what the Pledge of Allegiance is saying

Enduring Understandings:  

The students will understand that:

· the flag is a symbol of America.

· the flag has proper rules for its care.

· symbolism exists in many forms.

Essential Questions:

· What is symbolism?

· What is the meaning of etiquette and how does it apply to the flag?

· Who created the first flag and why? What did the flag look like?

· What does the Pledge of Allegiance symbolize and actually mean?

· Who created the Star Spangled Banner and why?

· How do you make dyes from berries?

Essential Vocabulary:

Purity- The quality or condition of being pure. A quantitative assessment of 



homogeneity or uniformity. Freedom from sin or guilt; innocence; chastity.

Valor- Courage and boldness, as in battle; bravery.

Vigilance- Alert watchfulness.

Perseverance- Steady persistence in adhering to a course of action, a belief, or a

 purpose; steadfastness.

Justice- The quality of being just; fairness. The principle of moral rightness; 

  equity. Conformity to moral rightness in action or attitude; righteousness. 

Pledge- A solemn binding promise to do, give, or refrain from doing something  

Indivisible-  Incapable of undergoing division. Incapable of being divided

Liberty- The condition of being free from restriction or control. The right and 

power to act, believe, or express oneself in a manner of one's own choosing. The condition of being physically and legally free

Republic- A political order whose head of state is not a monarch and in modern

times is usually a president. A political order in which the supreme   power lies in a body of citizens

Allegiance- Loyalty or the obligation of loyalty, as to a nation, sovereign, or 

cause. 

Etiquette- practices and forms prescribed by social convention or by authority.

Patriotism- love of and devotion to one's country.

Ramparts- A fortification consisting of an embankment, often with a parapet

 built on top. A means of protection or defense; a bulwark.

Gallantly- Unflinching in battle or action; valiant. Nobly or selflessly. 

Gleaming- A brief beam or flash of light. A steady but subdued shining; a glow. 

                               A brief or dim indication; a trace

Perilous- Full of or involving peril; dangerous.
Source:  

Dictionary Search - Yahoo! Kids. (n.d.). Retrieved July 17, 2009, from http://kids.yahoo.com/reference/dictionary/english/search?query=patriotism
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Calendar

	Day
	Date
	Lesson
	Time

	One
	September 14, 2009
	Introduction

What is Symbolism?
	1 hour, 10 minutes

	Two
	September 15, 2009
	Betsy Ross

How she created the flag.

Introduction of Timeline
	1 hour

	Three
	September 16, 2009
	The Pledge of Allegiance

What does it really mean?
	1 hour

	Four
	September 17, 2009
	Etiquette of the Flag

What does it mean to have etiquette of the flag?
	1 hour

	Five
	September 18-19, 2009
	The Star Spangled Banner

Includes creation of class flag and anthem.
	2 days


Lesson One

Symbolism 

Name: Katie Thompson




Grade Level: Fourth Grade

Subject:  Social Studies


Time Frame: 1 hour, 10 min.
Georgia Performance Standards (GPS):

SS4CG4 -The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 

Elements:

a. Explain the necessity of respecting the rights of others and promoting the common good.

Prerequisites:

· Students should be familiar with certain symbols and what they stand for.

· Students should understand what a symbol is.

· Students should be familiar with the American flag.

Goals:

· Students will understand the meaning of symbolism

· Students will learn how the flag is an American symbol

· Students will learn what some American symbols are.

Objectives:


Students will be able to:

· recognize American symbols.

· explain details about what the American flag looks like.

· analyze the meaning of symbolism.

Materials/Equipment:

· Ryan, P. M. (0). The Flag We Love. Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge Publishing.

· School flag on the flag pole

· Powerpoint of examples

· Computer attached to overhead

· Pre-assessment

· Guided worksheet

· Class set of clipboards

Procedures:

Introductory/hook: (15 minutes)
1. Students will begin class by taking a short pre-assessment.

2. Students will each receive a pre-assessment and will review for clarification of directions.

3. Students will be reassured that this is not a graded test, but that they should answer to the best of their ability.  

4. Once they have finished the pre-assessment and reviewed their answers, they may submit their assessment. 

5. Students who finish early will have the chance to look at any of the books from the display board. (The books on display will include all the books throughout this unit dealing with the flag) 

Development:  (15 minutes)
1. After all assessments have been completed and submitted, students will gather around the front of the board. 

2. Students may sit on the floor or in a desk, as long as they can see the board and are paying attention.

3. On the board, students will view a small slide show.  

4. During the slide show, they must call out what they think of when they see these pictures.

5. After the slide show, students will be asked what they think they are going to be learning about based on the slide show they just watched. 

6. Students may need some probing questions to get the desired answer:

· What do all these pictures have in common?

· Do they all represent something?

· What does it mean to represent something?

· What is a symbol?

· Can anyone name a symbol of America?

· Is the flag a symbol of America?

Application:  (20 minutes)
1. After discussing the slide show of examples and talking about symbolism the students will return to their desks.

2. Students will be directed to take out a sheet of notebook paper and a pencil.

3. Each student will receive a clipboard.  

4. Students will learn that they are going to take a little field trip today.  They are going to travel to the front of the school and observe the flag at the top of the pole.

5. Once students get outside, they will be asked to write down, on their sheet of paper, what they see.  Students will observe the flag and describe what they see.  

6. The class will have the opportunity to touch the flag, by it being lowered by the students who take care of the flag each week. 

7. Once students have had a chance to write down their own thoughts, they will turn in the paper with their name on it. 

8. Students will then receive a guided worksheet to complete.  (This worksheet will help those who may be struggling with observing and writing what they see)

Closure:    (20 minutes)
1. Once all students have finished, the class will return to the classroom and engage in a small discussion about the flag:

· Can someone guess how big the flag was?

· Did the flag seem bigger once it was lowered?

· What were the colors on the flag?

· What did the flag look like, what did it feel like?

2. Students will keep the guided worksheet page. 

3. After discussion, the class will read aloud the book The Flag We Love.

Assessment:

The pre-assessment will be used to see what the children may already know about the flag and what they may know about symbols.  Through class discussion, students will be assessed on being able to recognize American symbols.  Students will learn the meaning of symbolism and be assessed on their ability to analyze what symbolism means through class discussion. 

The notebook paper of students’ observations of the flags will be collected.  Through this activity students will be assessed on being able to explain details about the American flag.  The notebook paper will be used to see if students understand how to observe an object and what they were able to see and recall without help or guided instructions. 

Differentiation:

Students struggling with the pre-assessment will have the chance to review questions for further understanding. The guided worksheet will be handed to all students, but is meant to help those who may be struggling with the concept of observing and recording information.   

Students who finish the assessment early will be allowed to look through books on display which will be the books used throughout this unit to further understand the American Flag.  

Appendices:  
Appendix A- Guided observation worksheet

Appendix B- Pre-assessment

Appendix C- Slide show of examples

Appendix A

Name ______________________________


Date____________________

The American Flag Pre-Assessment

Directions:  Circle the correct answer.

1. The stars on the flag symbolize:

A.  The stars in the sky

B.  The states

C.  The American people

2. Who created the first American flag?

A.  George Washington

B. Francis Scott Key

C. Betsy Ross

3. When was the first flag designed?

A.  During the American Revolutionary War

B.  During the First World War.

C.  When Columbus discovered America.

Directions: Fill in the blank.

4. The flag should ________________ touch the ground.

5. People face the ___________________ when saying the 

_________________ of Allegiance. 

6. Liberty means______________________________.

7. America’s national anthem is titled 

___________________________________________________________.

Directions:  Write True/False by number.

 ______________ 8.  The original flag only had 13 stars.

______________  9.  The Star-Spangled Banner was written 




      after watching fireworks. 

_______________ 10.  A Person should never burn a flag.  

Appendix B

Name _________________________                                Date________________

Observing the American Flag

What colors on used to make the flag?

How many stripes are on the flag?

How many stars are on the flag?

What does the flag feel like?

Is the flag dirty or clean?

When looking at the flag, what do you feel?

When looking at the flag, what stands out to you?  What catches your eye?

Compare the flag’s size to something else?  How big does the flag seem to be?

Do you have any questions about the flag? 

Appendix C

By clicking on the image, the slide show will begin.  

Lesson Two

Betsy Ross

Name:  Katie Thompson




Grade Level:  Fourth Grade

Subject:  Social Studies




Time Frame:  1 hour
Georgia Performance Standards (GPS):

SS4CG5- The student will name positive character traits of key historic figures and government leaders (honesty, patriotism, courage, trustworthiness). 

SS4H4 -The student will explain the causes, events, and results of the American Revolution.

Elements: 


d. Describe key individuals in the American Revolution

Prerequisites:

· Students should be familiar with the American Flag

· Students should be familiar with the colors in the American Flag

· Students should be aware of the name Betsy Ross

Goals:

· Students will know about Betsy Ross’s life and significance in the war

· Students will learn when and how the flag was created due to the war. 

· Students will know the meanings of the colors in the flag.

· Students will understand a timeline.

Objectives:  

Students will be able to:

· explain the meaning of the colors of the flag. 

· create a time line and continue to add information throughout the unit.

· state who Betsy Ross is and how she contributed to America after the war.

· explain what the original American flag looked liked, including what the stars and stripes represented.  

Materials/Equipment:

· Herman, J. (1998). Red, white, and blue (All Aboard Reading , Level 2). New York:

   Grosset & Dunlap, 

· Betsy Ross and the American Flag. (n.d.). Retrieved June 26, 2009, from 

  http://www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagtale.html
· Steufert, D. (2005, March 12). History of the Flag of the United States of America. 

Retrieved June 26, 2009, from http://www.usflag.org/history.html
· Five computers with internet access

· Oversized copy paper 

· Pencils

· Rulers

· Overhead projector

· Transparencies with timeline examples

· tape

Essential Vocabulary Words:  

Purity- The quality or condition of being pure. A quantitative assessment of 



homogeneity or uniformity. Freedom from sin or guilt; innocence; chastity

Valor- Courage and boldness, as in battle; bravery


Vigilance- Alert watchfulness


Perseverance- Steady persistence in adhering to a course of action, a belief, or a

 purpose; steadfastness

Source:

Dictionary Search - Yahoo! Kids. (n.d.). Retrieved July 17, 2009, from http://kids.yahoo.com/reference/dictionary/english/search?query=patriotism

Procedure:

Introductory/hook:    (10 minutes)
1. Class will begin with a reading from the book Red, White, and Blue.
2. Students will gather on the floor, positioned so that everyone can see the book and pictures. 

3. After reading the book, students will discuss some of the information in the book by answering questions:

· Is there something in the book that you already know?

· What was something you didn’t know?

· Would you like to do more research on that?

· Is our flag a symbol for our country?

· Can someone explain what that means, to have a symbol for our country?

Development:  (15 minutes)
1. Students will be divided into heterogeneous groups of four. They will assign roles to each member; a recorder, a speaker, and two researchers.  

2. Students will work in groups, using the internet to research information about a specific topic.  Each group will have one topic:

· Who was Betsy Ross?

· Why was she picked to make the first flag?

· What did the original flag look like and what did it symbolize?

· What do the colors symbolize?

· Who wanted to make a flag and why?

3. Students will be directed to record information on notebook paper using their own words.

4. Students will have two websites to choose from in order to save time and trouble in looking for information.  These websites will be posted on the board for students to copy. The URL to both websites will also be posted at each computer station.  

5. Students will be reminded to copy the website and URL where the information was found. 

Application:  (15 minutes)
1. Once students have gathered information, they will present what they have found to the class.

2. Each group (5 groups) will be given a few minutes to tell the rest of the class what they discovered. 

3. After all the groups have presented, the will class discuss the information together again to summarize. 

Closure:   (20 minutes)  
1. Once presentations are over, students will discuss a timeline.

· How a timeline works

· What a timeline looks like

· Why to use a timeline.

Note to Teacher:  At this point in the lesson, students will view timelines on the over head projector.  There will be 3 timelines for students to view to get an understanding of what one would look like.  

2. After discussing how to make a timeline, students will receive one long sheet of copier paper and a ruler.

3. Students will draw a line in the center of the paper, going from one end to the other.  Students will be encouraged to use their rulers to create a straight line. 

4. After drawing a line, students will label the information they have already learned about the flag.  They must include the date and a brief description.

5. Students will then place their timeline, with their names on them, on the back counter.  

6. Students will be told that each day, they will have a chance to fill in more information on the timeline as they learn more about the flag.  

Assessments:

Students will be assessed on the timelines they create at the end of the unit but will be monitored each day to make sure they are filling in correct information.  While working in groups, students will be assessed to make sure that everyone is participating and doing their job.  Students will also be closely monitored to make sure they are staying on the two websites allowed.  

During presentation and class discussion, students will receive a formative assessment to make sure they are able to explain what the original flag looked like, including what the colors symbolized and what the stars and stripes represented.  The students will also be assessed on being able to state who Betsy Ross was and how she contributed to the American flag. 

Differentiation:  

Students will work in heterogeneous groups with each person taking part in the activity.  Students will be allowed to sit or stand during any part of the lesson to allow for focus and concentration to take place.  Students will work together during research, therefore, lending a hand to everyone who may need help.  For those students who are struggling with creating timelines, they may have the option to work with the teacher or another student.  They may also tape down their paper to allow them an easier time in drawing their lines. 

Students will be allowed, during discussion, to add information they may have found during research or may already know about the flag.  While drawing lines and creating timelines, those students that may finish first will be asked to help others who may be having trouble.  
Appendix:

Appendix D- Examples of timelines
Appendix D

Example 1:   


Source:  

http://www.vertex42.com/ExcelArticles/Images/timeline/Timeline-for-Benjamin-Franklin.gif
Example 2:  

Source: http://cache.gizmodo.com/assets/resources/2008/02/Cellphones-Timeline3.jpg
Example 3:  


Source:  http://www.microsoft.com/library/media/1033/business/images/education/screenshotimages/timeline1.gif
Lesson Three

The Pledge of Allegiance
Name: Katie Thompson




Grade Level: Fourth Grade

Subject: Social Studies




Time Frame: 
1 hour

Georgia Performance Standards:
SS4CG4- The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 

b. Explain the necessity of obeying reasonable laws/rules voluntarily, and explain why it is important for citizens in a democratic society to participate in public (civic) life (staying informed, voting, volunteering, and communicating with public officials).
Prerequisite: 
· Students should know the Pledge of Allegiance.

· Students should be familiar with the flag and have an understanding of what it represents.

Goals: 
· Students will learn the meaning of the words in the Pledge of Allegiance.

· Students will gain an understanding of the creation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

· Students will know the changes the Pledge of Allegiance has gone through.

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

· explain the meaning of the words: pledge, allegiance, indivisible, justice, and liberty after watching the video and completing handout.

· name the two changes the pledge has gone through and their dates, after watching the video.

· show the meaning and importance of the Pledge of Allegiance by writing their own pledge.

Materials/Equipment:

· An American Flag

· Smartboard with computer access attached

· Fata, H. (2003). The pledge of allegiance (Primary Source Library of American
 Citizenship). New York: Powerkids Press.

· Martin, B. J., & Sampson, M. (2004). I pledge allegiance. Cambridge

Candlewick.
· Discovery Education (1999). Celebrating America: Symbols and Ceremonies of

the United States. Retrieved July 1, 2009, from Discovery Education:  http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
· Construction paper

· Colored pencils

· CD player with patriotic CD

· Class handout

· Timeline of flag

Essential vocabulary words:
Justice- The quality of being just; fairness. The principle of moral rightness; 

  equity. Conformity to moral rightness in action or attitude; righteousness 


Pledge- A solemn binding promise to do, give, or refrain from doing something  


Indivisible-  Incapable of undergoing division. Incapable of being divided


Liberty- The condition of being free from restriction or control. The right and 

power to act, believe, or express oneself in a manner of one's own choosing. The condition of being physically and legally free

Republic- A political order whose head of state is not a monarch and in modern

times, is usually a president. A political order in which the supreme   power lies in a body of citizens

Allegiance- Loyalty or the obligation of loyalty, as to a nation, sovereign, or 

 cause 

Source: 
Dictionary Search - Yahoo! Kids. (n.d.). Retrieved July 17, 2009, from http://kids.yahoo.com/reference/dictionary/english/search?query=patriotism

 Procedures:

Introductory/hook:  (10 minutes)
1. As students come into the classroom, they will put away all material and clear their desks as instructed. 

2. Students will push in their chairs and stand behind their chair with their hand on their heart until everyone is ready.

3. Students must do this without talking to show that they are ready for the lesson to begin. 

4. As a class, the students will say the Pledge of Allegiance. 

(Note to teacher: even if the students have already said the pledge for the day they will say it again)

5. After they say the pledge, students will be seated and begin short discussion.

6. Students will be probed to answer questions such as:

· Why did you just do that?

· Why do you do this every morning?

· What does it mean/represent?

· Can someone tell me what the words mean?

7. Students will ponder these questions to engage their minds in thinking about the pledge.  This will be used to create curiosity and wonder why they do this act everyday. 

Development:  (10 minutes)
1. After discussion, students will take out a pencil and receive a handout to be completed during the video.  

2. Students will have the opportunity to move closer to the smartboard and move onto the floor or to a closer table to watch the video.

3. While students are watching the video, they will be filling in the handout.

(Note: the video may need to be paused during viewing to allow time for           students to fill in answers; this will also allow time for short clarification on parts of the video.)

4. After the video is over, students will return to their desks with the handout.

5. As a class, students will go over the handout to make sure everyone was able to get the correct answers. 

6. Students will brainstorm with their table about other pledges and have a chance to share their thoughts and ideas with the class.  

7. The class will discuss the meaning of a pledge in general and what it means to pledge to something.

· What does a pledge symbolize?

· Why do we pledge to the flag, what does it mean?

· Can you make a pledge to anything?

Application:     (20 minutes)
1. Students will learn about the symbolism the Pledge of Allegiance has by an open class discussion. 

· Does the pledge symbolize something about the flag?

· Do you know if other country’s have a pledge to their flag?

· Now that you have learned the meaning of the pledge, does it symbolize more to you?

· Do you think that saying the pledge shows patriotism? 

(Through a class discussion students are able to see that they do understand symbolism and by thinking aloud together they are able to create a clear understanding of how the pledge is a symbol to Americans.)

2. Students will be directed on their activity of creating a pledge.

3. Students will create a pledge to something or someone using their imaginations and creativity. 

4. Students will be reminded that they must be able to show that they understand what a pledge means through this activity.

(Note to Teacher: Music will be softly played during this time to help those students who may need music to help with creativity. Students who do not like the music will be allowed to move to another seat away from sound)

5. First, students will write a rough draft of their pledge on notebook paper.

6. Once they have finished their rough draft, they will revise and check for mistakes and spelling.

7. Students will then copy their pledge to a sheet of construction paper, students may decorate their papers using colored pencils. 

8. Once the class has completed their pledges, 3 to 4 students may present and read their pledges. 

 (Note: depending on amount of time left in class will determine how many students can present.)

9. While students are finishing up their pledges and listening to their peers, they will fill in parts of their timeline from what they have learned today.

10. The pledges will be collected at the end. 

Closure:  (20 minutes)
1. Students will gather on the floor to listen and view reading from the book I pledge Allegiance by Heather Fata.

2. The class will pause during reading for clarification of the book and to view photos. 

Assessments: 

The handout that students completed during the video will be used as a formative assessment.  While the handouts will not be collected, students will be monitored during the video to make sure everyone is filling in answers and not copying from each other.   Discussions will be used as a formative assessment as well to show that students are following along and understanding content. Probing questions will be used to show that students can explain the meaning of the words discussed in the video and on the handout; liberty, justice, pledge, indivisible, and allegiance. Students will also be asked to name the two changes that the pledge went through and the dates they occurred.

The students will create a pledge of their own which will count as their summative assessment.  This activity will be used by the students to show they understand the meaning and importance of the pledge by writing their own pledge.  The pledges will be collected and reviewed.  The students will receive them at a later date. 

Differentiation:  

Students who may be struggling to create their pledge will sit at a separate table for help.  They may be probed by asking more detailed questions about pledges and may need to brainstorm some ideas before creating their pledge. Suggestions may be offered to them for guidance and directions. Students will have the opportunity to read through and look at the book I Pledge Allegiance by B. J., & Sampson, M. This book breaks down the pledge by using easier words and pictures for some students to understand.  Using this book may help students further comprehend the meaning of the pledge.  By reviewing this book, struggling students may have a better understanding of how to create their own pledge. Those students which need to move will have the option to stand at their desk or sit near the front of the room during the video.  Students will be allowed to sit where they would like while creating and writing their pledges.  

The teacher will allow students who finish early the opportunity to create another pledge to the teacher.  These students will also have the option to help other students who may have difficulty in creating their own pledge or getting started.  

Appendix:  
Appendix E- handout for video

Appendix E

Name ___________                                                     Date ______________

The Pledge of Allegiance

1. The Pledge first appeared in ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________ (date).

2. What was the title of the magazine called?  

___________________________________________.

3. The pledge was written to celebrate ____________ anniversary 

of Christopher Columbus’s voyage to America. 

4. Two Changes:

· _____________ (date) The words “my flag” to “the flag of the United States of America”.

· ______________(date) “Under God” was added.

5. How many words are in the pledge? ______________.

6. Pledge means _________________.

7. Allegiance means ___________________.

8. Indivisible means __________________.

9.  Liberty means_____________________.

10.  Justice means ___________________.

11.  The flag was officially adopted in _________________ (date).

Lesson Four

Etiquette of the Flag

Name: Katie Thompson




Grade Level: Fourth Grade

Subject: Social Studies




 Time Frame:  1 hour
Georgia Performance Standards:

SS4CG4 - The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 

Elements: 
a. Explain the necessity of respecting the rights of others and promoting the common good.

b. Explain the necessity of obeying reasonable laws/rules voluntarily, and explain why it is important for citizens in a democratic society to participate in public (civic) life (staying informed, voting, volunteering, and communicating with public officials).
Prerequisite: 
· Students should be able recognize the American flag.

· Students should know the importance of the flag.

· Students should be aware of what the flag represents.

Goals: 

· Students will know how to properly fold a flag

· Students will know how to properly retire flag and when to do so.

· Students will understand the meaning of etiquette

· Students will learn the proper rules for displaying a flag.

Objectives:


Students will be able to:

· explain the meaning of the word etiquette after participating in skit.
· correctly fold an American flag after viewing the video.
· state the proper rules and procedures for handling a flag.
· explain why it is important to follow these rules. 
Material/Equipment:

· Smartboard

· Computer with internet access

· Power point presentation

· Five 4X6 American Flags

· Paper with role-playing job 

· Handout of power point presentation

· Time-line of flag

· Post-it notes (enough for the whole class to have 2) 

· Veoh Networks, Inc. (n.d.). Searching Videos for "folding a 4 by 6 american flag" |
 Veoh. Retrieved July 1, 2009, from  



http://www.veoh.com/search/videos/q/folding+a+4+by+6+american+flag
Essential Vocabulary Words:


Etiquette- practices and forms prescribed by social convention or by authority.


Patriotism- love of and devotion to one's country

 Source: 

Dictionary Search - Yahoo! Kids. (n.d.). Retrieved July 17, 2009, from http://kids.yahoo.com/reference/dictionary/english/search?query=patriotism

Procedures:

(Note to Teacher:  Before students arrive, strips of paper with role playing jobs should be prepared for students.)
Introductory/hook:  (20 minutes) 
1. Students will take their seats and be directed to look at the strip of paper on their desk.  Students are not to talk to others about the paper or let anyone know what the paper says.    

2. The role playing activity will be grouped together by tables.  Each student (4 in 5 groups) will have a skit to perform. Students will be told that they must work together with their group to conduct a short skit.  The students must play the part that was on their table.  

3. Students will perform skits in groups with volunteers going first.  

4. After each skit, the class will discuss what happened in the skit and how they may have felt about the actions performed. 

· How did it make you feel to see some of your peers being rude or mean to others?

· What would have been the proper way to handle that situation?

5. Once all skits are complete, students will return to their desk.

6. As a class, students will discuss what the skits as a whole may have represented or symbolized. Probing questions may be asked to get students thinking in the right direction:

· Did all of the skits have something in common?

· Did all of the skits show something?

· What do you think was the point in doing the skits?

· By doing the skits what do you think you will learn about today?

7. Students should have concluded that each skit involved the use of either having or not having respect and manners for each other.  Students will talk about respect and manners toward each other.  

· How to respect one another

· The right thing to say, for example: please, thank you, yes ma’am, I’m sorry. 

8. Students will be told that respect, manners, and doing the right thing is often called etiquette.  

9. Students will be asked if they have heard of that word before.  Students will then be asked to think of how etiquette can be applied to other things.

10. Students will be asked if it can be applied to the American flag.

Development:  (15 minutes)
1. Once students have had a chance to ponder these questions, they will have 2 minutes to name as much etiquette they know about the flag. Students will be told to not raise their hand but instead voluntarily say what they know so the ideas can be written on the board in a timely manner. 

(This activity is to show students the importance of how etiquette applies to everything, students will learn to wait their turn and allow others to give their ideas too) 

2. The class will then review ideas they have brainstormed. 

3. Students will view a power point presentation to explain the proper etiquette for the American Flag. 

Application:  (15 minutes)
1. After the power point presentation, students will view a short video on folding an American Flag. 

2. Students will be allowed to move closer to view video.  They may wish to take paper and pencil to record directions from the video.  Students will be instructed to pay careful attention to the video.  

3. After the video is shown, students will divide into five groups of four.  Students will be told that they are going to practice folding an American flag properly as shown in the video. 

4. The groups will have the choice to use all four members or divide into pairs and take turns folding the flag. 

5. Each group will receive a 4X6 American flag. Students will be reminded of some of the proper rules for a handling a flag, such as not letting the flag touch the ground.

6. Students will practice folding the flag several times.  The video will be shown again for students who may need to visually practice folding.  

7. Students will practice folding the flag until each student has had a chance to participate.

Closure:   (5 minutes)
1. Students will return to seats once activity is completed and write 1 to 2 NEW rules they have learned about the etiquette of the flag on a post-it note. 

2. Students will fill in their time-line of the flag. 

3. On the way out the door, students will post their notes on the wall beside the door while giving an explanation as to why it is important to follow these rules. 
Assessment:
 
Students will be formatively assessed during the folding of the flag activity.  Students should be working together in groups and taking part in folding the flag.  Each student should be able to correctly fold an American flag after watching the video and practicing.  From the skit activity, students will be assessed during discussion on understanding of the word etiquette by being able to explain the meaning. 

Students will be assessed with the post-it notes.  Students must be able to state some of the proper rules and procedures for handling a flag on their post-it note.  Students will also explain why it is important to follow these rules and procedures.

Differentiation: 


The opening activity of engaging the students in a skit is a way to get everyone involved in understanding the meaning of the word etiquette.   Groups will be formed in heterogeneous abilities so that everyone is able to work together during activity. 

Enrichment:

 Students will have the opportunity during the flag folding activity to do additional research of etiquette.  They can either further research the etiquette of the flag or look up other ways etiquette is used in their lives (such as at the dinner table). 

Special Needs: 


Students will have the opportunity to sit or stand during any part of the lesson.  Students may watch the video several times to understand the proper way of folding the flag.  Students will also receive a print out of the power-point presentation before it begins so they may actually hold the material being discussed. (Note: There will be extra copies of the power point print out for any student who would like one) 
Appendices:: 
Appendix F- Power point presentation

Appendix F

By clicking of the image, the power point presentation will open up.
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Lesson Five

The Star Spangled Banner

Name:  Katie Thompson




Grade Level:  Fourth Grade

Subject: Social Studies/Science



Time Frame: 2 days
Note to Teacher:  This lesson will be a two day lesson, some supplies will not be determined until students have voted on colors. 
Georgia Performance Standards (GPS):

Social Studies:

SS4CG4- The student will explain the importance of Americans sharing certain central democratic beliefs and principles, both personal and civic. 

Elements: 

a. Explain the necessity of respecting the rights of others and promoting the common good.
b. Explain the necessity of obeying reasonable laws/rules voluntarily, and explain why it is important for citizens in a democratic society to participate in public (civic) life (staying informed, voting, volunteering, communicating with public officials).

Science:

S4CS3- Students will use tools and instruments for observing, measuring, and manipulating objects in scientific activities utilizing safe laboratory procedures. 

Elements: 

a. Choose appropriate common materials for making simple mechanical constructions and repairing things.
b. Measure and mix dry and liquid materials in prescribed amounts, exercising reasonable safety.

d. Identify and practice accepted safety procedures in manipulating science materials and equipment.
Prerequisites: 

· Students should be familiar with the American flag.
· Students should understand the meaning of symbolism
· Students should know that the flag is a symbol of America
Goals:  

· Students will learn who Francis Scott Key is.
· Students will understand the history and creation of the national anthem
· Students will understand the importance of knowing the national anthem
· Students will learn how to make dye using food
Objectives:

Students will be able to:

· recognize the Star Spangled Banner

· explain the symbolism of the song as our national anthem

· explain who Francis Scott Key is

· create their own class anthem and flag

· measure appropriate materials and use safety during dying activity.

· work together cooperatively

Materials/Equipment: 

· computer with internet access

· smart-board

· Discovery Education (2002). The Star Spangled Banner. Weston Woods. Retrieved July 1, 2009, from    

                Discovery Education: http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/
· Spier, P. (1992). The Star-Spangled Banner (Reading Rainbow Book). New York, New York: Dragonfly Books.

· Time-line of flag

· One large sheet of white butcher paper

· Paint brushes

· Paint

· Plastic bowls

· Paint brushes

· Hand wipes

· Newspaper

· CD player with CD of patriotic songs

· Assorted foods; blueberries, beets, spinach, coffee, carrots, onion skins. (These will depend on what colors the students determine)

· Alum

· 4 sieves

· 4 stainless steel pans

· 4 glass bowls

· one large fabric of cotton material cut into a 4X6 rectangle

· traveling cart

· strainer

· clothes line

· clothes pins

· fabric glue

· kitchen stove

· sink

Essential Vocabulary Words:  
Ramparts- A fortification consisting of an embankment, often with a parapet

                   built on top. A means of protection or defense; a bulwark.


Gallantly- Unflinching in battle or action; valiant. Nobly or selflessly. 


Gleaming- A brief beam or flash of light. A steady but subdued shining; a glow. 

                               A brief or dim indication; a trace


Perilous- Full of or involving peril; dangerous.
Source: 

Dictionary Search - Yahoo! Kids. (n.d.). Retrieved July 17, 2009, from http://kids.yahoo.com/reference/dictionary/english/search?query=patriotism

Procedures:

(First Day)
Introduction/hook: (15 minutes)

1. The class will begin by the students watching a video on the Star-Spangled Banner. 

2. Students will not have a worksheet to complete, but instead will be asked to closely watch the video. 

3. Once the video is complete, the class will discuss what they learned and enjoyed about the video. Questions will be asked:

· So who wrote the Star Spangled Banner and why?

· What did he write the first part of the song about?

· Where was he when he wrote the song?

· Did you like the pictures in the video?

· Can someone explain what they have learned from this video?

· Do you see the importance in the song?

· Would you consider this song to be an American symbol?

· What does it symbolize?

· What else did you find enjoyable about this video?

Development:  (20 minutes)
1. After discussing the meaning and symbolism of the Star- Spangled Banner the class will take part in an activity together with the whole class.  

2. The students will be informed that, as a class, they are going to create a song to symbolize the class. The song will become the anthem for the classroom. 

3. First, students will take part in a brainstorm to come up with meaningful words about the class.  Students will work with their peers at their table to think of words that symbolize their class. 

4. The words will be written on the board for the students to see as they come up with ideas. 

5. As a class, they will create a song with instructional help and guided direction.

Application:  (20 minutes)
1. Once students have created a class song, they will then create a class flag. 

2. Students will brainstorm and come to an agreement of one symbol used to represent their class. 

3. Students will choose two people to draw the symbol that will go onto the flag.  Students will first draw onto a sheet of paper as a rough draft for the class to view. 

4. The class will then vote on colors they would like to use to represent their flag. 

5. The students will then create a rough draft of what their flag will look.  

6. Students will move their desks so that the fabric for the flag can be placed in the center of the room. 

7. Students will lightly sketch, using a pencil, the design of the flag onto the fabric.
Closure:  (10 minutes)
1. Once students have completed the sketch onto the flag, they will move their desks back to their proper place.

2. Students will volunteer to bring in objects tomorrow needed for class activity.

· Glass bowls (4 students)

· Stainless steel pans (4 students)

· Sieves (students will be asked to bring one in if their parents have one and do not mind)

3. Students will fill in information of their timelines. 

4. If time allows, students will begin to read and discuss the book The Star Spangled Banner. 
(Note to Teacher: This book will be used for summarizing the lesson for the day, students may look through book during their own time and discuss among themselves.)  
(Second Day)

(Note to Teacher:  The following activities will be divided amongst students.  Students will have the opportunity to volunteer for which activities they would like.  This will be done to save on time as well as avoid over crowding in areas. Adult volunteers will be needed for the second day to help with activities)

Source:  The following lesson on making dye comes from the book- 

(1999). Science projects & activities. Illinois: Publications International.

Procedures:

Development/Application:  (1 hour and 30 minutes)

(Note to Teacher:  Foods will need to be prepared before class begins.  Foods will need to be washed and cut and soaked over night in water.)

1. The bowls with the food soaking in water will be placed on the table for students to pour into pans. 

2. Students will go into the kitchen where the pans will be put on the stove to bring to a boil.

3. Students will watch and observe the contents in the pans as it boils for an hour. Students will add water when needed. 

4. Once it has boiled for an hour, students will drain the dye into glass bowls using sieves.  The glass bowls will be carried back to class where they will cool.  

5. Students will use measuring cups to pour a quart of dye into bowls, and then add ½ an ounce of alum to the dye. 

6. During this process, students will be cutting the fabric of the flag using the sketch of on the flag. 

7. Students will wet the fabric and place it in the pan of dye. 

8. Students will then go back to the kitchen and place the pan on the stove.  The pan will simmer on the stove slowly until the fabric has reached the desired colors. 

9. Pour everything through the strainer and then run cold water over the fabric.

10. Students will place fabric outdoors to dry. 

11. While students are working on dying the fabric, others will be painting the large white paper with the class anthem.

12. Students will place newspaper on the floor with white paper on top.

13. Paint will be poured into bowls for students to use. 

14. Students will clean up their area once completed.  

15.  The paper will be hung in the room to dry.  

Closure:  (10 minutes)
1. Once fabric has dried and cooled, students will gather fabric and lay it on the floor in the center of the room.

2. Students will arrange the flag design the way they would like. Afterwards, students will use fabric glue to glue the pieces together to make a flag. 

3. Once everything is dry, students will hang their flag in the room and sing their class anthem together.  
Assessment:

Students will be assessed through class discussion by explaining who Francis Scott Key is and what he did.  Students will work together during activity to show they understand the meaning of symbolism and can recognize symbols.  After viewing the video and listening to it during the activity students will be able to recognize the Star Spangled banner.  

During the class activity, students will be assessed on their understanding of America’s national anthem by creating their own.  Students will be able to explain the symbolism of America’s national anthem by creating their own song and showing the symbolism it has on the classroom. Students will demonstrate their ability to measure materials properly during the dye activity. Through this two day process, students will be assessed on how well they cooperatively work together to create dye, the flag, and the anthem.

The class’s creation of the flag and anthem will be used as their post-assessment.  Student will take the pre-assessment again as a post-assessment to see what more they have learned through out lessons.  After grading, students will have a chance to view both their pre- and post-assessments together.  

Differentiation:  
Students who may be struggling with comprehending the meaning of symbolism will receive extra help through more examples during the class activities.  All students will partake in the activity, but certain responsibilities will be assigned to avoid misbehavior and attention span issues.  Students will read the book together in groups or discuss some of the ideas in the book.  The book will be used as a summary of the lesson.  

Some students will have the opportunity to work with others in reading the book or explaining symbolism.  This lesson requires all students working together at their own pace without falling behind.  However, it will be available for the students to receive extra help understanding any part of the lesson during the class activities.

Appendix:

Appendix G- Post-Assessment

Appendix H- Rubric for flag, anthem, and timeline 

Appendix G

Name ______________________________


Date____________________

The American Flag Post-Assessment

Directions:  Circle the correct answer.

8. The stars on the flag symbolize:

D.  The stars in the sky

E.  The states

F.  The American people

9. Who created the first American flag?

D.  George Washington

E. Francis Scott Key

F. Betsy Ross

10. When was the first flag designed?

D.  During the American Revolutionary War

E.  During the First World War.

F.  When Columbus discovered America.

Directions: Fill in the blank.

11. The flag should ________________ touch the ground.

12. People face the ___________________ when saying 

the _________________ of Allegiance. 

13. Liberty means______________________________.

14. America’s national anthem is titled 

___________________________________________________________.

Directions:  Write True/False by number.

 ______________ 8.  The original flag only had 13 stars.

______________  9.  The Star-Spangled Banner was written 




      after watching fireworks. 

_______________ 10.  A Person should never burn a flag.  

Appendix H

Rubric for Final Project

	
	Unsatisfactory
1 point
	Basis
3 points
	Proficient
5 points
	Comments

	1. Students participated and worked cooperatively in groups. 
	Student did not get along with others or participate in activities. 
	Student either did not participate in activities or did not work cooperatively with others. 
	Student successfully worked well with others and participated in group activities. 
	

	2.  Students were able to demonstrate importance of symbolism in the national anthem through activities.  
	Student did not understand the meaning of symbolism in the national anthem and failed to demonstrate understanding during activities. 
	Student did not show importance of national anthem but was able to explain symbolism
	Students successfully showed how the national anthem is an important American symbol through activities. 
	

	3.  Students were able to complete and submit on time, a timeline of the American Flag
	Student did not submit timeline of American flag on time and did not display full information discussed in class. 
	Student either did not submit timeline on time or did not fully complete timeline with information. 
	Student correctly completed all information on the timeline and submitted it on time. 
	

	4.   Students demonstrated an understanding of symbolism through both creating the flag and the national anthem
	Student did not demonstrate an understanding of symbolism through either activity.
	Student was only able to understand how symbolism applied to one activity but not both. 
	Student showed a clear demonstration of symbolism through both activities.
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Etiquette of the American Flag

The Proper rules and Guide lines for Handling the American Flag







Displaying the flag 

		Flag is displayed from sunrise to sunset

		The flag should be displayed daily

		It should never be dipped in the direction of a person or object

		The flag should be clean and without tears or rips.

		If displaying from a home or roof, the flag should be hung vertically. 

		The flag should never be flown upside down unless when calling for distress. 









Care and Maintenance



		Always keep the flag clean

		Keep the flag away from people who do not respect it or do not know enough to understand (such as children)

		When a flag becomes to old to be used it should be properly destroyed or retired.









How to retire a flag

		Once a flag becomes too old to fly it should be properly destroyed.

		There are two ways:



			By folding and burning

			By cutting and burning

		Once the flag has been folded or cut it should be burned until it is completely gone. 









Handling the Flag

		Never let the flag touch the ground

		The flag should never be used as drapery or clothing

		The flag should never have anything placed on it or attached to it

		The flag should never be used for advertising purposes. 
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