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The Color Purple, by Alice Walker

In A Nutshell
The Color Purple was published in 1982 and earned Alice Walker the 1983 Pulitzer Prize for

Fiction and the National Book Award. The story follows an uneducated black woman during

thirty years of life, through her suffering and attempts to find love and happiness in life. It

graphically depicts the violence and sexual subjugation that many black women endured

during the 20th century and, as a result, has been banned multiple times. It ranks high on the

American Library Association’s list of most banned books. Ultimately an uplifting story,

Steven Spielberg directed the 1985 film adaptation, starring Whoopi Goldberg and Oprah

Winfrey.

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• The Color Purple Themes

• The Color Purple Quotes

• The Color Purple Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Women are not treated well in The Color Purple. Is their treatment a gender or an ethnic

identity issue or both?

2 Is Alice Walker sexist because the men in her story are almost universally mean? Should

she have placed more emphasis on race rather than gender?
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3 Is it important that Nettie ’s exile took place in Africa?

Visit Shmoop for many more The Color Purple Study Questions
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