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Native Son, by Richard Wright

In A Nutshell
Published in 1940, Richard Wright’s Native Son was an instant success, even though it met

with some controversy and chagrin among middle and upper middle class black Americans,

who wished he had published a novel celebrating black people’s ability to transcend

oppression. On the other hand, as a contemporaneous Time magazine article noted, Wright had

written an even more difficult novel – one about a black man justly accused of murder whose

actions were nevertheless shaped by American cultural, social, and economic forces that he

couldn’t control. The sales of Native Son made Wright a wealthy writer and one of the most

acclaimed black writers of all time. He is often called the "father" of black American

literature.
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Big Picture Study Questions

1 Do you think social conditions and cultural climates are more important factors in

determining our lives than the choices we make?

2 What role do you think culture and society play in the choices we make? What role do you
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think race plays in the choices we make? What roles do culture, society, and race play in

the choices Bigger makes?

3 Think about the prejudice against Communism and the prejudice against black people in

this story. In what ways are the two prejudices similar and in what ways are they different?
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