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Spring and All, by William Carlos Williams

In A Nutshell
In a lot of ways, "Spring and All" is a classic William Carlos Williams poem: short, beautiful,

and filled with simple images. It focuses on making each moment as clear and sharp as

possible. You might have heard of a couple other Williams poems (maybe the one about the

wheelbarrow, or the plums?) – same idea here. He’s discovering poetry in the world around

him, in daily experience. He’s inventing a style that doesn’t need fancy words or references to

history in order to make its point or to amaze you with its beauty.

But, before you start thinking that he’s all about plants and fruit and simple pretty words, we

should tell you where this poem comes from. It’s part of a much longer book called Spring

and All, which is CRAZY. It’s a mix of poems, prose, and all kinds of ideas about the

imagination, writing, history, and so on. The chapters are out of order, and the sentences stop

midway. In a lot of ways, it sounds like a rant.

Eventually, the book makes a kind of weird sense (and you should check it out if you like

Williams), but it takes a lot of work to get there. Luckily, Williams’s genius also comes in

bite-sized pieces, like this poem. The bottom line? Don’t let this poem fool you. It’s easy to

read – and that’s how it’s supposed to be – but there’s a lot behind it, and a lot going on under

the surface.
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• Spring and All Quotes

• Spring and All Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 The first line (about the contagious hospital) is really different from everything that comes

after it. What would this poem be like if Williams had just left it out? How would it

change the meaning and the mood?

2 Do you get a sense of who ’s talking here? Does this description of the landscape sound

like a voice-over in a movie, or do you imagine an actual person looking out at this scene

from the side of the road?

3 The poem is broken up into lots of small sections. What effect does that create? Do you

like that effect? If you could scrunch these lines together into a couple of paragraphs,

would you? How would that change the poem?
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