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Lessons at a Glance 
The unit offers six weeks of instruction and is suitable for a wide range of middle school classrooms. 

Step 1: Select Your Topic 

This beginning step supports students in developing ideas for their own writing.  After exploring the 
persuasive nature of editorials, students brainstorm ideas for their own writing. By the end of this 
step, students commit to editorial topics that they believe are controversial and about which they feel 
passionately.       

Lesson 1.1: Define an Editorial 
 

After being introduced to Writing Editorials by watching the animated program, students learn 
some of the reasons why editorials are written. They read two editorials and identify and 
describe the characteristics of this genre, with an emphasis on how editorials persuade readers 
to change their actions, thoughts or feelings. 
 
Lesson 1.2: Identify Your Passions 
 
Students learn about the first step in the writing process, generating ideas. They generate five 
or six possible editorial topics, focusing on issues they encounter in their daily lives that they 
feel should be changed. Students narrow this list of topics to the single one about which they 
feel most passionate. 

 
Lesson 1.3: Focus Your Topic 
 
Students continue to work with the editorial topics about which they feel most passionate. As a 
strategy to focus their topics even further, students develop and respond to a series of “should” 
questions that help them identify whether or not their topics are sufficiently controversial to be 
appropriate for an editorial. 

 
Step 2: Gather Your Evidence 
 

While students are writing about topics with which they are familiar, editorials are only persuasive if 
they include solid evidence supporting the writer’s opinion.  With this in mind, students begin to 
develop strong arguments by gathering facts, quotations, statistics and examples related to their 
topics. Students use web searches, books and other print materials to gather material that will 
ultimately be incorporated into their written pieces.  

 
Lesson 2.1 Evaluate Internet Sources  
 
Students use the Internet to search for relevant evidence to include in their editorials. After 
learning how to use search engines to find websites on their topics, students evaluate the 
websites for trustworthiness. 
 
Lesson 2.2: Search for Persuasive Evidence 
 
Students learn that including different types of evidence such as facts, quotations, statistics 
and examples helps make an editorial more persuasive. Students then identify potential 
sources of evidence for their editorials. 
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Lesson 2.3: Take Notes 
 
Students learn strategies for taking effective notes and apply them to websites and/or articles 
relevant to their editorial topics. They record key information about what they find, using their 
own words.  
 
Lesson 2.4: Clarify Your Opinion and Supporting Arguments 
 
Students use their research findings to clarify the opinions they will state in their editorials. 
Based on their revised opinion statements, students develop two or three specific supporting 
arguments. 

 
Step 3: Plan Your Editorial 

During Step 3, students organize the information they gathered to make it meaningful and persuasive 
to readers. After selecting their most powerful evidence to deepen their arguments, they identify the 
“other side” of the argument and the best approach to countering it. By the end of this step, students 
should have outlined the body of a convincing editorial. 

Lesson 3.1: Back Up Your Supporting Arguments   
 

Students analyze a mentor text to see the structure of an editorial. They then begin to organize 
their own editorials, by matching evidence to their supporting arguments. 

 
Lesson 3.2: Use Evidence to Persuade Your Audience  

 
Students learn the importance of selecting evidence that will be persuasive to their audience 
and apply this knowledge to their own pieces of writing.  As part of this process, students add 
to their arguments, as appropriate, and eliminate evidence that does not help them make a 
convincing case.  
 
Lesson 3.3: Counter the Other Side 
 
Students review their classmates’ responses to Share Your Opinion (from Step 1) as a starting 
point in determining the “other side’s” position on their topic. Using these data, students 
identify one argument from the other side that is likely to sway their audience and develop a 
counterargument supported with evidence. 
 
Lesson 3.4: Use the Computer (Supplementary) 
 
This supplemental lesson is targeted to classrooms in which students are inexperienced in using 
word processing software. Students learn about good file saving practices in preparation for 
typing their first drafts. Students learn to upload their typed documents to the Online 
Classroom. 
 

Step 4: Write Your First Draft 

Students draw on both the research they completed and the outlines constructed earlier in order to 
draft their editorials.  Students are encouraged to stay focused on their arguments and 
counterarguments while crafting paragraphs that convince their readers of their opinions on their 
topic. At the end of the week, all students should have complete drafts of their editorials.   
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Lesson 4.1: Draft Your Supporting Arguments 
 

Students draft the supporting argument portion of their editorials, using their completed 
Editorial Organizers (Handout 3.1a) as a guide. They incorporate their source information into 
the body of their editorials.  
 
Lesson 4.2:  Draft Your Counterargument 
 
Guided by the completed Editorial Organizer (Handout 3.1a), students draft a paragraph that 
explains one argument used by the other side. They also generate a counterargument 
supported by relevant evidence. Students use connecting phrases to link one idea to the next. 
 
Lesson 4.3: Draft Your Introduction 
 
Students learn the role of an engaging opening and introduction in a successful editorial. Using 
the teacher model and mentor text for guidance, students plan and draft their own opening 
sentence and powerful introductory paragraph for their pieces of writing.  
 
Lesson 4.4: Draft Your Conclusion 
 
Students plan and draft a concluding paragraph that restates their opinion, issues a call to 
action for the reader and provides a powerful closing message. 
 

Step 5: Revise 

During the fifth step of the Writing Editorials unit, students add details and revise their texts for 
persuasiveness, clarity of meaning and point of view.  They collaborate with peers to ensure that their 
written work conveys meaningful ideas and inspires readers to take action and/or agree with the 
author’s opinion.   

Lesson 5.1: Revise for Clarity of Meaning  
 
Students learn how to revise their writing for clarity of meaning. They craft transitions between 
the paragraphs of their editorials that rephrase their opinion statements and clearly delineate 
their supporting arguments. 
 
Lesson 5.2: Revise for Persuasion 
 
Students work with a peer to sharpen the persuasiveness of their editorials by incorporating 
authoritative language into their writing.  
 
Lesson 5.3: Revise for Point of View 
 
After learning to distinguish between first, second and third-person points of view, students 
revise their editorial drafts to use point of view effectively. 
 
Lesson 5.4: Use Hyperlinks (Supplementary) 
 
Students learn how hyperlinks can make their editorials more informative and persuasive by 
giving readers access to additional evidence. Students add the relevant URLs to appropriate 
places in their drafts.  
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Step 6: Edit & Publish 

During this final step of the unit, students edit their written work for grammar and spelling errors.  
After evaluating their editorials with the rubric, they celebrate their accomplishments by publishing 
their completed editorials online. At the end of the step, students respond to each other’s editorials by 
writing thoughtful reactions to their classmates’ work.  

Lesson 6.1: Edit Your Writing  
 
Students edit their editorials using the Editing Checklist. Students work on computers to correct 
their writing.  
 
Lesson 6.2: Evaluate with the Rubric 
 
Teacher and students use a rubric to evaluate and improve their editorials. The rubric will serve 
as a guide as students prepare their editorials for publication. 
 
Lesson 6.3: Title and Publish 
 
Students create appealing titles for their editorials. Then they publish their finished pieces on 
their Writing Matters class ezine. 
 
Lesson 6.4: Respond to Others’ Writing  
 
Students read one another’s work and post their comments on the class ezine. The process is 
scaffolded by a series of “sentence starters” that keep the remarks focused and thoughtful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


