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Essential Vocabulary:

Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Words

abolitionist - a person who did not believe in slavery and who worked to free
slaves

auction- a place where slaves were sold
Big Dipper - a group of seven stars that form a bowl with a handle

Conductor- a person who provided shelter for runaways and directed them
where to go next

master- the owner of a plantation was called this by his slaves

North Star - the brightest star in the northern sky

overseer- a person who directed the work of field slaves on a plantation
plantation - a large farm on which crops are grown

Quakers - a religious group, many felt it was their duty to help slaves escape
to freedom

runaway - an escaped slave trying to make his or her way to freedom
safe house - a place where runaway slaves could find food and shelter
slave - a person owned as the property of another person

spirituals - religious songs sung by slaves to lift their spirits and relay
information

station - another name for a safe house

Underground Railroad - a secret network of people who helped runaway
slaves escape to freedom

Source: Hongell, T. (2007).Harriet Tubman vocabulary words.Retrieved July 1, 2009,
from http://www2.lhric.org/POCANTICO/tubman/tubman.html.
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Unit Overview Time Table
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Lesson

Days

Instructional Topic

Instructional Time

Introduction

1 day

Intro to Time
Capsule/ Pre-
Assessment/

40 minutes

Lesson 1

2 days

Discussion on Harriet
Tubman/ video/
guestions

80 minutes

Lesson 2

3 days

Background/ 13
Colonies/ 3 regions

120 minutes

Lesson 3

4 days

People/ lifestyles of
Colonial Times/
WebQuest

160 minutes

Lesson 4

2 days

Escaping/
Determination
What's your
compass?

80 minutes

Lesson 5

5 days

Freedom/
abolitionists/
Photostory 3

200 minutes

Lesson 6

2 to 3 days

Sharing their Time
Capsules with the
class/ Post
Assessment

80 to 120 minutes
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Harriet Tubman’s Time Capsule (PBL Chart) (Appendix A)
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Facts List

Need to Know Learning Issues

Possible Solutions

New Learning Issues

Defendable Solutions

Source: Lambros, A. (2002). Problem-based learning. Thousand Oaks: Corwin Press, Inc.
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Appendix A

Graphic Organizer for video
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Vocabulary Sheet Appendix B

Harriet Tubman Vocabulary Words/ film (day 1)

master -

overseer -

plantation -

slave -

Underground Railroad -

runaway-

Quakers —

passenger-

conductor-
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Appendix C
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Appendix A

#2 Vocabulary word sheet

station —

auction -

Abolitionist-

Other words to discuss: (Can you guess their meaning from the movie?)

Moses-

Promised Land-
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Appendix A

Resources: Georgia Standards. (2009).Colonial regions sheet. Retrieved July1,2009,
from https://www.georgiastandards.org/Frameworks/
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Appendix A

Research Help Sheet for Colonial WebQuest

Type of person —
Name —

Family Background —

Occupation —
Age —

Educational background —

Religion —

Daily Work details? Free time Recipe/Games
routines/schedule activities
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Rubric for Colonial Brochure Name

Great Job! Nice Job Needs Work
Excellent Work Good Work Keep Trying
3 points 2 points 1 point
Picture on the Very creative and Appropriately Does not portray
cover accurately portrays | dressed and the colonial
the colonial persona | portrays the colonial | persona.
persona
Background Includes all 6 of the | Includes no less Includes 4 or less of
information background details | than 5 of the the background

asked for. Very
descriptive and
thorough.

background details
asked for.
Adequate
descriptions.

details that were
asked for.

Journal entries

Entries are very
descriptive and
include the 4
requested details
on the WebQuest.

Entries are written
and include 4 of the
requested details
on the WebQuest.

2 or less entries are
written with 3 or
less of the
requested details
from the WebQuest.

Recipe/game

Entry is explained
thoroughly and is
reflective of the time
period.

Entry is present. Is
not explained in
detail and does
reflect the time
period.

Entry does not
reflect the time
period and/or it
does not have a
thorough
explanation.

Spelling/Grammar

Brochure has
correct grammar
and fewer than 3
misspelled words.

Brochure has 1-2
grammar mistakes
and fewer than 3
misspelled words.

Brochure has more
than 2 grammar
mistakes and/or 3
or more misspelled
words.
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Appendix A Name

Question Guide

=0 What mighty river did the slaves have to cross?

$0 Why did the runaways feel for moss on the trees?

"0 What is the name of a famous anti-slavery newspaper?

,0  What did the candle in John Rankin’s window signify?

E0 What could slaves hide under when traveling on a carriage?

0 What did some of the Northern factories produce?

No What was Harriet's solemn resolution?

Jo Could slaves who escaped to the North be caught and returned to their
master?

48
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Appendix B

Answers to Question Guide

1.

2.

Ohio River

Moss grows on the north side of trees and the slaves were trying to
head north to Canada.

The Liberator

That it was safe to cross the river and stay at his house.

They could hide under hay, crates, or bags

Textiles, cotton fabric, steel and iron

Harriet’'s solemn resolution was to go get her family and bring them to
freedom.

yes
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Appendix A

Finding the North Star
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$ #%

National Geographic Kids. (1996-2009). Star attraction Retrieved July 8, 2009, from
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Activities/FunScience/Star-attractions
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Procedures:

(a) introductory activities (8 min,)
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(b) closing activities (5 min.)

At the end of each day, have the students put up their materials and secure their
notes.

Invite one or two students to share about something new that they have learned
in their research that they thought was interesting and important.

Encourage discussion about how determination played a role in the abolitionist
movement.

Assessment: Daily activities of researching and taking notes will be visually assessed by the
teacher. The final product will be assessed by the teacher rubric.

Differentiation:
Lessen the requirement of at least 5 photos to 3 photos.
Make sure that a special needs student is paired with a stronger student.
Offer a lot of personal one-on-one assistance.
Enrichment:
Allow a student to spend more time on the specific websites.

Student may find a new picture that they feel would be a good addition to the abolitionist
assignment. Let them download picture and continue their research.

Appendices:

Appendix A - Photo page of various pictures relating to the abolitionist movement

Appendix B — Photostory-3 rubric

Appendix C - List of approved websites to research from.
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(c) closing activities ( 5 min.)

) - ) ) )

Assessment:. Assessment is accomplished with a teacher made rubric.

Differentiation:
* ). 0
* > ) 5. 0
A ) # 0
A )

Appendices: None.
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RESOURCE FILE

#1.

Sawyer, K. (1997). The underground railroad. Springfield: Enslow Publishers, inc.
Target Audience — Ages 8+

This book is easy to read and does a great job of introducing young adults to the trials
of slavery and how people joined together to achieve freedom. The book talks of
escape, living in slavery, the flight, fugitives, famous conductors, people on trial for
helping the slaves, and the final Promised Land. This book is peppered with primary
sources that show what some of the “safe” houses looked like, what the “wanted”
posters looked like, how much the reward would be for capturing a runaway slave, and
old historical maps that showed the paths of the Underground Railroad. Students will
enjoy the many portraits of famous people that are associated with this significant
period of time. This book could be used as one of the resources that the students use
to understand the lifestyles of slaves and finding out routes of the Underground
Railroad.
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#2

Weatherford, C. (2006). Moses: when Harriet Tubman led her people to freedom. New
York: Hyperion Books for Children.

Target Audience — Ages 6 - 11

This book is a beautiful resource that takes you into the emotional journey of the
Underground Railroad. It emphasizes her personal struggles of loneliness and
dependence on God. The illustrations are packed with intensity and help students to
engage in the feelings of Harriet Tubman. It takes you along the path of freedom that
was filled with fear, sadness, hope, and determination. It's very inspiring and would
encourage anyone to “press-on” to reach their goals. This book is written poetically,
and is a great example of creative writing. | would read this book aloud to the students
at the beginning of a lesson, probably before they were asked to do some type of
illustrative activity, or poetic activity.

70



Harriet Tubman Unit 71

#3

Martin, M. (2005). Harriet Tubman and the underground railroad. Mankato: Capstone
Press.

Target Audience - Ages 8-10

This book offers a unique perspective on the Underground Railroad through the lens of
a comic strip. The pictures are exciting and easy to read. Children will enjoy learning
through this book because it's disguised as entertainment. The book talks about
growing up as a slave, heading for the Promised Land, the first rescue, and conductor
on the railroad. At the end there is a section that gives more background on the history
of Harriet Tubman. Also, teachers will like that there is a glossary included at the back
so that students can use this book to help them with their vocabulary. Read the story
and find out what the words mean from the context. If they can'’t figure it out, they can
just look in the glossary. Again, because Harriet was a devout follower of Jesus, this
book reflects that as well.
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#4

McGovern, A. (1992). If you lived in colonial times. New York: Scholastic Inc.

Target Audience — Ages: 8-12

72

| love this book. The illustrations are fun to look at and it is written in a very logical way.

Each page starts with a question that you might have about colonial times, and then it
proceeds to answer that questions with lots of examples and illustrations. The
guestions deal with a wide range of topics concerning colonial life, such as: home life,
school practices, what happens on certain days, food, industry, clothing, children and
their games, how they traveled, ...etc. This book is a great resource for children to find
odd and various facts about colonial life.
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#5

Adler, D. (1992). A picture book of HarrietTubman. New York: Holiday House.
Target Audience — Ages: 7-10

This book is excellent for capturing some very important scenes in Harriet’s life. You
get to follow her through her early childhood all the way to her death. Adler made sure
to include most of the famous moments that you hear about when you discuss Harriet
Tubman. Some of the scenes are as such: Harriet with her family in the fields, stealing
sugar and then getting a whipping, a picture of a slave auction, Harriet’s first marriage,
her personal prayer life, singing in the fields, the Underground Railroad path, Harriet
holding a gun to a slave’s head so that he would not turn back, Harriet as a spy for the
northern army, living in New York, and finally her death. The illustrations convey a
heroic life. There is also a nice time line located at the back of the book. Students
could use this when constructing their own time line with illustrations, or on the
computer with graphics.
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#6

Doak, R. (2004). Life in the thirteen colonies: Georgia. United States of America:
Children's Press.

Target Audience — Ages: 8+

This book is written on a more scholarly level, yet it is still accessible for 3" graders and
up. You will like the maps of the 13 colonies and the accompanying rivers that are
found in them. There is great information on the Indian inhabitants before the colonists,
their culture and customs. There are lots of illustrations to keep the kids interests and
comprehension levels high. This book gives a detailed overview of Georgia’s history
and all the changes that it went through from British rule to joining the U.S.A. You can
learn a great deal about slavery and the hardships they endured. You learn about the
land and more specifics about crops that were harvested and how they were harvested.
It helps to explain Georgia’s economy and how the system of slavery was necessary for
plantation life to be profitable. At the end of the book, there is a glossary and a picture
time line that depicts major events in the history of Georgia. This could be a useful tool
for when the students are constructing their model maps of a colony.
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#7

Blashfield, J. (2008). Maryland. New York: Chidren's Press.
Target Audience — Ages: 9-15

This is a great overview of Maryland’s history. It is not only about history, but also
about its current culture and attractions. You can use this when studying where Harriet
Tubman was born, and what kind of land it was. There are lots of pictures and primary
documents that recorded major historical moments in Maryland. There are sketches of
the slaves escaping through the use of the Underground Railroad. The book contains
pictures of Lincoln, Harriet Tubman, Fredrick Douglass, and many others that were for
the cause of freedom. The maps will also help when constructing a model of a colony.
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#8

The Journey -

Weses & ( Jowiny

“Moses” is coming! You've
heard the stories about her.
She is Harriet Tubman, a
former slave who ran away
from a nearby plantation in
1849 but returns to rescue

others. Guided by her “visions,”
she has never lost a
passenger. Even if Moses can't
fit you into her next group,
she’ll tell you how to follow the
North Star to freedom in
Canada.

Harriet Tubman

5o FOLLOW HER
National Geographic. (1996-2009). Underground railroad. Retrieved June 15, 2009,
from http://www.nationalgeographic.com/features/99/railroad/j2.html

Target Audience — Ages: 8-15

This web site is a wonderful tool to get your students involved in the system of the
Underground Railroad. The students will be led through dynamic visuals, sounds, and
cues as they travel the Railroad themselves. Each stop they have to make a decision if
they will go on or not. With each choice, they then experience the reward or
consequences of their choice. This journey will children some new insights as to what
the Underground Railroad was like, the fears that the escapees faced, the hardships
they endured, the people they depended on, and the onslaught of adversity. This
could be used as a virtual field trip and then have the students respond in their journal
to specific questions about how it made them feel, what questions came to their minds,
and what would they want to ask Harriet about her journeys.
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#9

Discovery Education United Streaming. (1998). Colonial life. Retrieved June 15, 2009,
from http://player.discoveryeducation.com

Target Audience : Ages — 7-10

This video is a good introduction to colonial lifestyles. It is a short segment of a longer
video. The students will see the clothing, the chores and how certain jobs were
performed by different social levels within the colonial life system. It talks a little of
slavery and shows them working in the fields, and it also mentions indentured servants.
This would be a great way to start their assignment on studying the lifestyles of the
colonists. You could probably get some interesting discussion with the class about how
culture has changed and maybe how it hasn’t in some ways.

#10

Barnes, J. & McKivigan. American abolitionism. Retrieved June 27, 2009, from

http://americanabolitionist.liberalarts.iupui.edu/middle passage.htm.

Target Audience: Ages 9+

This is a great website that really helps you to grasp the concept of the slave trade and
how horrific it was. Obviously, it has a plethora of information on the abolitionist
movement , specifically, key figures that helped to lead others in their quests for
freedom. A student can use this website to gain more knowledge about the slavery life
cycle which entails: Middle passage, auction block, plantation life, oppression and
coercion and resistance. Each link contains primary documents that help to make

history come alive. There is also a link that has a map showing the geography of
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American Abolition, as well as a map depicting the routes of the Underground Railroad.
Students can get a good view of how slavery and abolitionism occupied the United
States. These maps can help students when they create their own for the time capsule

assignment.

#11

Indentured Servitude in Colonial America
By Deanna Barker, Frontier Resources

Barker, D. (2004, March 10). Indentured servitude in colonial America. Retrieved June

20, 2009, from http://www.qgeocities.com/nai cilh/servitude.html.

Target Audience: 9+

This website will help students to gain more knowledge about who indentured servants
were and what was their lifestyle. It gives some great statistics and specifics as to what
percentage of servants were indentured versus slaves. This article also expounds on
the horrors of their social status and how the “Masters” treated the indentured servants.
It was interesting to learn more about why the indentured servants came to the
Americas. Students could use this when searching for information about the lifestyles of
a person who lived in colonial times. This site also mentions Virginia as one of the first
colonies to hire indentured servants to cultivate the tobacco crops.
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#12

MW history petectives

History Detectives . Investigations . Archive | PBS. (n.d.). Retrieved June 23, 2009, from

http://www.pbs.org/opb/historydetectives/investigations/archive.html

Target Audience: Ages 9+

Again, this website should be used when students want to gain more knowledge about
the background and/or history of indentured servants. This site provides helpful dates
for the purposes of timelines. There are no pictures, and no extra links to go to
concerning this topic. Basically, this needs to be used as part of an assignment that
requires reading text and getting certain facts.
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#13
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Harriet Tubman
Deliverer of Slaves

http://gardenofpraise.com/leaders.htm

Target Audience : Ages 9+

This website is full of information about various Social Studies topics. You can
navigate to the section of “Woman who made a difference” and click on the Harriet
Tubman icon. There is a detailed description of her history and her contributions to the
cause of freedom. This website could be great for just acquiring facts about her life,
viewing the Underground Railroad, and providing extra enrichment activities that would
be focused on supporting deeper understanding of Harriet Tubman’s history.
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#14

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground railroad/plantation.htm

Target Audience: Ages 8+

This is an incredible website. It offers a wide variety of modalities for the students to
learn from. There are pictures of scenes of the journey of the Underground. On each
picture, there are symbols that lead to more information about whatever they are “on” in
the picture. For instance: If the symbol “+” is on the night sky, when you click on it, it
opens up another page that explains about how the slaves depended on the North Star
to guide them to Canada. There are many symbols to click on to learn more about
different aspects of the journey. There is a symbol that you can click on which will let
you hear the explanation of the picture. This is a great way to diversify the strategies of
how information is translated to the students. There are also various slide shows that
are available that expound on specific subjects. You could spend lots of time on this
website. Each picture has activities that the students could participate in. The activities
are usually online and then they are able to print out their product at the end. | definitely
plan on using this in my lesson plans when the students are to study about the
Underground Railroad. The hard part is figuring out what not to do. Another great
addition to this website is that there is a section that contains interviews from people
who were slaves. You can get a feel for their dialect, terminology...etc. It's very
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interesting. There is one interview where the ex-slave talks about his escape and his
hopes of meeting Harriet Tubman. It's powerful and demonstrates the power of
determination.

Discovery Education United Streaming. (1998). Animated Hero Classics: Harriet
Tubman. Retrieved July 6, 2009, from http://player.discoveryeducation.com

The Animated Hero Classics: Harriet Tubman video is a great resource for this age
group. They will enjoy the “cartoon” affect yet not feel like they are being talked down
to. This video was made with a lot of care and detail concerning the psychological
aspects of Harriet’s journey to freedom. Unfortunately, it does not depict her as a child,
but only as an adult. Still, the visuals will stimulate the student’s thoughts and
engagement. This video really focuses on the bravery and heroism of Harriet. Her
determination to rescue her family and friends, and to put herself in danger for the sake
of others. | would like to show this as enrichment and reinforcement of the unit as a
whole. It could also be a good catalyst for getting a written response in their journals;
reflection on how the study of Harriet Tubman has affected their lives. Will they think
about their live any differently because of Harriet’s example?

#15

White,D. (n.d.). The thirteen American colonies. Retrieved June 18", 2009, from
www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/13colonies2.htm

Target Audience : Ages 8+

This website has a lot of information on the 13 colonies. Students can goto a 13
colonies clickable map that will tell them specific information about that one colony.
They will learn about the colonies industry, their produce, their religion, and other
aspects of colonial life. The students will use this site when needing to acquire
information about the various regions of the colonies. They can get the names of the
colonies that are in the specific regions. There are many different links that will help
students to gain deeper knowledge of the 13 colonies as well as the United States.
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Warren,M. (2009). Journey back in time to Colonial days. Retrieved July 1, 2009, from
http://www.bristolvaschools.org/mwarren/JourneytoColonialTimes.htm#Resources

Target Audience : 9 yrs. — 12 yrs.

This website is perfect for 4" grade students. Melissa Warren created this colonial
WebQuest called “Journey Back in Time to Colonial Days.” The webquest is a fabulous
tool for getting the students immersed into the colonial time period. There are 4 tasks to
be completed. The overall problem is that the students are to pick a character out of the
colonial times and then create a brochure that reflects that persons’ lifestyle, everyday
schedule, family background, recipes, games, education...etc. She has included a long
list of websites for the students to safely go to when conducting their research. The
project is fun for the students because they get to participate in a wide range of
activities. They get to dress up as a character and get their picture taken for the front
cover. It culminates by having a special Colonial day complete with costumes, food,
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and games. | will use this when my students are learning about people and lifestyle of
the colonial period in lesson 3.
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“The large woodcut image of a slave in chains was originally adopted as the seal of the Society
for the Abolition of Slavery in England in the 1780s and appeared on medallions made by
Josiah Wedgwood as early as 1787. A popular image, it often appeared in anti-slavery
publications. On this broadside of 1837, the image is coupled with "Our Countrymen in Chains,"
a famous poem by Quaker author John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892). Among his many anti-
slavery publications was an entire volume, Poems Written During the Progress of the Abolition
Cause in the United States (1837). In 1833 Whittier acted as secretary of the Anti- Slavery
Convention at Philadelphia and was one of the committee that drafted its declaration of
principles.”

"Our Countrymen in Chains" John Greenleaf Whittier, Author New York: Anti-Slavery Office,
1837 Broadside Rare Book and Special Collections Division
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Idealized Portrayal of John

“John Brown (1800-1859) was an abolitionist who took

Brown

direct action to free slaves by force. Following his raid on
the arsenal at Harpers Ferry, in mid-October 1859, he was
convicted of treason, conspiracy, and murder. One of the
most controversial abolitionists, Brown was regarded by
some as a martyr and by others as a common assassin.
Brown's dignified bearing in prison and at his trial moved
many spectators. Ralph Waldo Emerson said that Brown's
death would "make the gallows as glorious as the cross."
This image shows a heroic Brown being adored by a slave
mother and child as he walks to his execution on December
2, 1859.”

Bureau of International Program. (n.d.) Idealized

Portrayal of John Brown. Retrieved July 10, 2009, from,
http://usinfo.org/enusl/life/people/afrhist/afam006.htm
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