The Secret Life of Bees Novel Unit


Week Four (Readings 14 - 18) - Classroom Materials

Quick Quiz Questions

1. What happened to May?

2. What advice does the policeman give Lily?

3. What is “manna”?

4. What does May’s suicide note tell them to do?

5. What does August tell June to do?

6. How long do the sisters spend in mourning?

7. What day do the sister’s celebrate?

8. What does June agree to?

9. Where will Mary spend the night?

10. What do Lily and Zach share at the end of the chapter?

11. Where does Lily wait for August?

12. How did August meet Lily’s mother, Deborah?

Plot Events

· May kills herself in the river.

· Lily lies to the investigating policeman.

· The sisters hold a vigil for May 

· Zach is released from jail and August, Liliy and Zach drape the hives in black material.

· August finds may’s suicide note and tells June to marry Neil.

· May is buried.

· The sisters spend a week in mourning.

· The sisters prepare for Mary’s day and June accepts Neil’s proposal.

· Lily and Zach realize their relationship can never happen, but they kiss anyway. 

· After the first day of the Mary Day celebrations, Lily tell August the truth about her mother, father and coming to Tiburon.

Important Passages

“May lay in the river, just beneath the surface, Her eyes wide open and unblinking, and the skirt of her dress fanned out and swayed in the current.” (p. 192)

“She will get up now. August will roll away the stone, and May will come up for air, and we will go back to the house and get her dry…She couldn’t have died out here in the river. That would be impossible.” (p. 192)

““I’m just saying it’s not natural, that you shouldn’t be…well lowering yourself.”” (p. 198)

“Just blurt it out. I’m not Lily Williams I’m Lily Owens, and it was my mother who stayed here. May told me.” (p. 201)

““I’m fine now,” Zach said. But something I couldn’t put my finger on had evaporated from his face.” (p. 203)

“Up until then I’d thought that white people and colored people getting along was the big aim, but after that I decided everybody being colorless together was a better plan.” (p. 209)

“It’s my time to die, and it’s your time to live. Don’t mess it up.” (p. 210)

“You are one third friend, one third brother, one third be partner and one third boyfriend,” I told him. He explained I had one too many thirds in the equation, which of course, I knew, as I am bad at math but not that bad.” (p. 216)

“Then she lifted her voice. “What is bound will be unbound. What is cast down will be lifted up. This is the promise of our lady.” (p. 228)

“Those boys that made me wear the fish – they were angry like that, too. Angry at the world, and it made them mean. You have to promise me, Zach, you won’t be like them.” (p. 230)

“We can’t be together now, Lily, but one day, after I’ve gone away and become somebody, I’m gonna find you, and we’ll be together.” (p. 231)

“I wanted to know about my mother. I didn’t care about anything else.” (p. 233)

“I had the desire to bolt past her through the door, dive out of the window. You don’t have to do this, I told myself, but the wanting rose up. I had to know.” (p. 235)

“I heard it plainly. It said, You are unlovable Lily Owens. Unlovable. Who could love you? Who in his world could ever love you?” (p. 242)

Vocabulary Set

	Mute
	“I was afraid she was going to give us away…but she sat drawn into herself, completely mute.” (p. 197)

	Vigil
	“We sit with her so we can tell her goodbye. It’s called a vigil. Sometimes people have a hard time letting death sink in, they can’t say goodbye. A vigil helps us do that.” (p.200)

	Sacrifice
	“The gods told him to sacrifice a bull to say he was sorry and then return to the carcass in nine days and look inside it.” (p. 206)

	hysterics
	“They all broke out with hysterics, and I could not help laughing, too, partly with relief…partly because you could not help laughing at the sight of all of the daughters laughing,” (p. 208)

	Mourn
	“(August) would smile and say not today, that she was still doing her mourning. Sometimes she would stay out in the woods past lunch.” (p. 214)

	Betrayal
	“You knew she was my mother all along,” I said, uncertain whether I felt anger, or betrayal, or just plain surprise.” (p. 235)


