A “Graph”-ic Reminder

Zero goes for both axes

Label lines, not spaces

Even spacing all the way on an axis

// means “interrupted axis” – you can use this once

· Neatness, neatness, neatness (A ruler might be helpful….)

· Title

· Key (when necessary)

· Labels on x- (horizontal) and y- (vertical) axis.  (For bar and line graphs.)

· Include units when necessary.  Ex:  Time (in days) or Temperature (in degrees C)

· Make sure your graph fits on the graph paper, taking up as much space as it comfortably can.  If your results go higher than the grid, go back and re-number your axis.  The graph still will show the SAME information.  

Ex:






 


 



DEPENDENT VARIABLE – (along y-axis) – Depends on the independent variable and can change depending on what is going on in the experiment (ex: height of plants)

INDEPENDENT VARIABLE -  (along x-axis) – Is independent of what you are measuring/observing (ex: time)  Often the scientist “sets” this


When do I use a line graph? (when the y-axis is related to the x-axis, ex:  “plant growth over time.”)


When do I use a bar graph?  (when the y-axis is not really related to the x-axis, ex:  “number of students that have a birthday in a particular month.”)


* these are only guidelines, you must always pick the best graph for the situation *








(every line equals 2 units)


(values of 18 and 10)








(every line equals 1 unit)


(values of 18 and 10)








(every line equals 5 units)


(values of about 18 and 10)








This graph is too scrunched….	      This graph is too spread out…         This graph is JUST right….








