Exploration Diary Assignment

DUE DATE: One week from today

Overview

Now that you have read some of the writings of the early American explorers, put yourself in their shoes by recording your own observations of a place that is important to you.  For this project, you will keep a diary over the course of one week.  You will record observations from one place you visit frequently.  For example:

· The school cafeteria

· The school bus

· An after school practice

· Dinner at your home

· An after school job

Each day, you are responsible for writing one paragraph about what you observe.  Be as specific as possible.  You are writing for an audience that knows nothing about the place you are describing, and that audience could possibly be in the future. 

Guidelines

1. Choose your location. 

2. Each day at the same time, write at least one paragraph about what you observe in that location.  Note sights, sounds and smells with as many details as possible.  Make sure to date each entry. 

3. Where possible, include artifacts – pictures, ticket stubs, newspaper clippings – anything that will help the reader understand what you are trying to convey. 

4. You may type your entries, as long as they are one paragraph long. 

5. On the final day, re-read your entries and add illustrations or other decorations to enhance your writing.  The more creative, the better!

Grading

· Does your diary have seven entries?

· Are the entries a paragraph long?

· Do your entries include sensory details?

· Do you have artifacts and illustrations?

Your work will be graded on completion and effort.  

