TheKillers, by Ernest Hemingway

In A Nutshdll

Ernest Hemingway wrote the short story "The Killers' one morning in a hotel room in Madrid,
Spain. His editor didn’t change aword of it before it was published, that same year, in
Scribner’s Magazine. Since that first publication, it’s been included in many of Hemingway’s
short story anthologies, including Men Without Women in 1927, The Show of Kilimanjaro in
1936, and The Nick Adams Storiesin 1972. "The Killers" is considered one of Hemingway’s
best works, so it’s not surprising that literally thousands of pages of literary criticism have
been written about these 3000 words. (We even read an essay by Quentin E. Martin arguing
that "The Killers' represents Albert Einstein’ s theory of relativity and the Heisenberg
uncertainty principle.) On top of that, three movie versions were made, two starting with

Hemingway’s story and running off in derivative film noir glory.

Main character (although this description is subject to debate) Nick Adams has been the
protagonist of many other of Hemingway’ s short stories (hence the collection The Nick Adams
Sories, which you would imagine might require quite a bit of Nick Adams). In these works,
Hemingway basically explores Nick’s coming of age, from adolescence to adulthood, and all
the stuff that goes with that. "The Killers' is par for the Nick Adams course, and in thistale

we do hit alot of these themes.
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Big Picture Study Questions

1 Author and critic Robert Penn Warren raised this question: "To whom does ‘ The Killers’
belong?' and concluded that the answer was "Nick Adams." Is he right? Who and what is
this story really about?

2 Which character does the reader most identify with?

3 Dowebelieve Nick s claim at the end of the story that he ’s going to get out of town? Does
this seem like an extreme reaction on his part? Does George ' s fina comment that he 'd
"better not think about it" seem likely to change Nick *sresolve to |eave?

Visit Shmoop for many more The Killers Study Questions

Visit Shmoop for full coverage of The Killers
Shmoop: study guides and teaching resources for literature, US history, and poetry

Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 3.0

_ - This document may be modified and republished for noncommercial use only.
LIRSS ¥ ou must attribute Shmoop and link to http://www.shmoop.com.



http://www.shmoop.com/intro/literature/ernest-hemingway/the-killers.html
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/teachers/
http://www.shmoop.com/literature/
http://www.shmoop.com/history/
http://www.shmoop.com/poetry/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/events/literature/ernest-hemingway/the-killers.html
http://www.shmoop.com/study-questions/literature/ernest-hemingway/the-killers.html

