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The War of 1812

In A Nutshell
In 1812, the United States declared war against Great Britain. For the previous twenty years,

Britain had claimed the right to intercept American ships on the high seas, seize their cargoes,

and search their crews for British navy deserters. At war with France since 1793, Britain

defended these actions as necessary wartime measures; indignant Americans called them

violations of their rights as a neutral and sovereign nation.

Fought between 1812 and 1815, the War of 1812 was defined largely by military

incompetence and internal dissent. It ended with a treaty that was little more than a cease-fire;

none of the substantive issues that had caused the war were addressed. Nevertheless, the war

had profound effects on American politics and national identity. And it generated a cast of

new American heroes, including two future presidents.
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James Madison, who stood less than 5'5" tall, was short even by the standards of his

contemporaries. Some accounts suggest he weighed as little as 100 pounds. Among Dolley

Madison's many improvements to the White House was the installation of its first bathtub.
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