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The French Indian War

In A Nutshell
In the 1750s, the conflicting ambitions of three great empires—France, Great Britain, and the 

Iroquois League—crashed together in the backcountry of Pennsylvania. In the resulting war, 

fought between 1755 and 1760, the future of the North American continent was largely 

determined. 

 

Superior organization and strategy allowed France and its Indian allies to dominate the first 

two years of the war. But William Pitt, named British secretary of state in 1757, then increased 

Britain's financial commitment to the war, giving British soldiers and their American colonial 

allies the resources they needed to defeat the French in battle by 1760. In the Treaty of Paris, 

signed in 1762, a vanquished France surrendered Canada and all territorial claims east of the 

Mississippi River to Britain. Britain also won control of Florida, ceded by Spain (a French 

ally). 

 

Flush with success, British policymakers came to believe that their control over the North 

American continent was firmly established. But Native Americans who had fought in the war 

in alliance with Britain believed that they had won the right to territories west of the 

Appalachians, while American colonists soon objected to British postwar policies aimed at 

consolidating their hold on North America. 

 

As a result, while the French and Indian War removed one great power from the contest over

http://www.shmoop.com/intro/history/us/the-french-indian-war.html
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/teachers/
http://www.shmoop.com/literature/
http://www.shmoop.com/history/
http://www.shmoop.com/poetry/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/us/
http://www.shmoop.com
http://www.shmoop.com/intro/history/us/the-french-indian-war.html


Visit Shmoop for full coverage of The French & Indian War

Shmoop: study guides and teaching resources for literature, US history, and poetry

Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 3.0
This document may be modified and republished for noncommercial use only. 
You must attribute Shmoop and link to http://www.shmoop.com. 2

America, it did not truly end the dispute over control of the Pennsylvania backcountry, nor did

it guarantee Britain's control over the continent. In fact, tensions between Britain and its

American colonists that grew out of the war and its aftermath led, in just a few short years, to

the American Revolution.
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Brain Snacks - Trivia
George Washington was only 21 years old when he was selected to travel 500 miles through

wilderness to warn the French out of the Ohio Valley in 1753. He was only 22, and he

possessed no military training or experience, when he was given a regiment to lead into the

Ohio Valley to drive the French out by force the following year. At the Battle of the

Wilderness (1755), George Washington emerged uninjured, but his coat was pierced by four

bullets and two horses were shot from beneath him.
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