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Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, by Robert Louis Stevenson

In A Nutshell
The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde was published in 1886 and was instrumental in

launching the author, Robert Louis Stevenson, to literary fame. The novel, a mystery thriller

about a respectable man who takes a potion to occasionally become a dark and evil character,

was written as a "shilling shocker." Popular during the Victorian era (the mid-1800s to about

1900), shilling shockers were short, graphic, and inexpensive books eagerly consumed by the

masses –like those cheap romance novels you find in the supermarket. Dr. Jekyll and Mr.

Hyde has been in continual publication for over 120 years.

Visit Shmoop for much more analysis:

• Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Themes

• Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Quotes

• Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Summary

• Also: literary devices, characters, trivia, audio, photos, links, and more

Big Picture Study Questions

1 Part of the implication of "Dr. Jekyll ’s Account" is that Man Cannot Always Be Good. No

matter how hard Dr. Jekyll tries to live a good, upstanding, sober life, he can ’t resist the

temptation of transforming into Mr. Hyde. Is this true of mankind? Can we never build a

good society?

2 Having read Dr. Jekyll's version of events (and assuming we believe him), how much
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blame can we assign him? Should we blame his oppressive society or his lack of moral

character? Another way of asking this: is Dr. Jekyll a sympathetic character?

3 Does the novel suffer due to its lack of female characters? How would it have been

different with, say, a female narrator?
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