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As I Lay Dying, by William Faulkner

In A Nutshell
William Faulkner wrote his fifth novel, As I Lay Dying, in only six weeks in 1929. It was

published after very little editing in 1930. The novel tells the story of the Bundren family

traveling to bury their dead mother. The novel is famous for its experimental narrative

technique, which Faulkner began in his earlier novel The Sound and the Fury: fifteen

characters take turns narrating the story in streams of consciousness over the course of

fifty-nine, sometimes overlapping sections. At the time, Faulkner’s novel contributed

substantially to the growing Modernist movement. He was no doubt influenced by the work of

Sigmund Freud, whose theories about the subconscious were made increasingly popular in the

1920s. Faulkner’s novel regards subconscious thought as more important than conscious

action or speech; long passages of italicized text within the novel would seem to reflect these

inner workings of the mind. Faulkner’s prolific career in writing is marked by his 1949 Nobel

Prize in Literature and two Pulitzer Prizes, one in 1955 and the other in 1962.
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1 What is more important in As I Lay Dying – form or content? That is, is the concept of

multiple narratives more important than the story of the Bundrens?

2 Which character is the reader meant to relate to in this novel? Does the answer to this

question change as the novel progresses?

3 What is the effect of hearing narrative perspectives from outside the Bundren family, in

addition to those from the members of it?
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