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A Clockwork Orange, by Anthony Burgess

In A Nutshell
A Clockwork Orange was published in 1962 by Anthony Burgess. Interestingly, the book

contained twenty-one chapters in its British debut, but only twenty chapters in its American

release. Burgess was miffed about the decision by his New York publisher to "abridge" the

book for its American audience, but he couldn't very well object at the time, as he was a

starving writer. In any case, he got even eventually, when the book was re-released in 1986 in

all of its twenty-one-chapter glory.

Unfortunately, Stanley Kubrick's movie bearing the same name was modeled after the slimmer

American book release -- that is, the one without the final chapter. To Burgess's dismay,

Kubrick's movie memorialized an incomplete version of his work. In any case, it turns out that

Burgess actually didn't like his novel A Clockwork Orange, anyway. (Burgess liked it as much

as Beethoven liked his Minuet in G, or Rachmaninoff his Prelude in C Sharp Minor, written

when Rachmaninoff was a mere boy.)
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1 Why is freedom of choice such an important concept in this book? Do you believe

"choice" is a predominantly American ideal? What would people in Communist China (or

anywhere else with much stricter censorship) think about the matter? What would they

think about the book?

2 Would the violent, nadsat-speaking modern youth be better off with RPGs (role-playing

games) or worse off? In what ways could RPGs influence their behavior positively or

negatively?

3 What does moral choice have to do with the concept of good and evil? How would you

define good and of evil? Good and bad? Can a person who doesn't really know how to

commit crime be viewed as a good person, or must she affirmatively decline to commit

crimes to be viewed as such?
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