
One might also say that history 
is not about the past. If you 

think about it, no one ever lived 
in the past. Washington, 

Jefferson, John Adams, and their 
contemporaries didn't walk 

about saying, "Isn't this 
fascinating living in the past! 
Aren't we picturesque in our 

funny clothes!" They lived in the 
present. The difference is it was 

their present, not ours. They 
were caught up in the living 

moment exactly as we are, and 
with no more certainty of how 
things would turn out than we 

have.


