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Subtracting negative numbers

Aim:  How do we subtract negative numbers?

Do Now:  Calculate

1. 9 ÷ (8 – 5)2 – 5 + 4

1 – 5 + 4 = 0

2. – 6 + (-2) = - 8

3. – 23 + 9 = - 14
Mini Lesson:

What did we do yesterday?  Someone explain to the class.  We added negative numbers.

Today, I want to talk about subtracting negative numbers.  This is one area that a lot of people did not get correct on the assessment, so I want to really talk about it.  

What is the opposite of 12?  -12.  What is the opposite of – 2, 2.  When we subtract a negative number, for example 5 – (-2) = 7.  Think of the subtraction symbol as the opposite of.  What is the opposite of -2, 2.  So we get 5 + 2 = 7.

3 – (-1) = 3 + the opposite of (-1) = 3 + 1 = 4.   We can also look at this on the number line.                                                             We can think of subtracting, as going in the opposite direction.   Say we have 4 – (-2).  We are at 4, and we are subtracting, so we are going in the opposite direction, left, but now we have another negative, so now we go right 2.  

On the number line, how much greater than – 7 is 4.  4 – (-7) = 11.  or 4 + 7 = 11.  
***The key here:  When you see 2 negatives in a row, put a line through both so that they become positive.

Again, like on Friday, it is useful to rewrite the problems so they look like something you know how to solve.

3 types of problems:

1.  -4 – 8 = - 12

2.  -6 – (-5) = - 1

- 6 + 5 

3.  13 – (-10) = 23

13 + 10 

A few more examples:

1. -2 – (-1) =   - 1 
2. 3 – (-5) =   8
3. 0 – (-11) =  11
4. -21 – 5 =    - 26 
5. -14 – (- 6) = - 8

Class work:  Handout, students work together in pairs

