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Classroom Lesson (Guided reading for a cause and an effect) 
Lesson Title: Wretched Cause & Effect
Team: C&E Think-Tank
Lesson Summary 

This is an interdisciplinary lesson (art, language arts, and social studies) for grades 6 – 8, though it can certainly be used for older learners as well. The class will read and discuss The Wretched Stone written and illustrated by Chris Van Allsburg. Ideally, the lesson will occur when Language Arts is doing persuasive writing, Social Studies is looking at the influence of technological innovations, and Art is covering illustration and/or representational painting. It can be used as an introduction or as a culminating experience for all of these. It should take an entire 50-minute period to two periods.    

Objective

At the end of the lesson, the learners will be able to 1) debate the cause and effect, pros and cons for watching television, 2) discuss the influence of TV on modern society, 3) discuss the log or diary writing form, 4) make connections between the author’s illustrations and writing style, and 5) define several identified vocabulary terms.   

Key Understandings

Learners will better understand the social, political, and economic implications of technological innovations. They will also better understand cause and effect relations and the art of persuasion. (Driving question: Is the stone really “wretched’?)  

National Standards

English: 2.8 Students will read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They describe and connect the essential ideas, arguments, and perspectives of text, and they relate text structure, organization, and purpose.

History. (2.8.b Analyze text which uses proposition-and-support patterns.)  

Social Studies: 31.12 Students will understand political, economic, social, and cultural developments in contemporary United States. (History.31.12.f Contemporary American culture, including the effects of desegregation efforts, the increasing influence of the media, and tensions between individual and group rights.)

Art: 14.8 Students will effectively use visual arts media, techniques, and processes, with an understanding of how the creation of visual art is influenced by the artist's purpose. (14.8.c Integrate subject matter with visual and spatial effects, including those intended to create a different period in time, to communicate intended meaning in their artworks.)
English (Follow up): 4.8 Students will write clear, coherent, and focused essays. Writing exhibits awareness of audience and purpose. Essays contain formal introductions, bodies of supporting evidence, and conclusions. Students successfully use the stages of the writing process, as needed.
Teaching Procedure (Demonstration, Guided practice, and Sharing Ideas)

This is a guided reading activity with questions before, during, and after the reading. It is being used to show that any strategy in just about any discipline can be used to address cause & effect relations. 

Cause & Effect TFT Disclaimer: C&E is not a teaching strategy, but rater a universal concept. It is relevant to all disciplines, all grade levels, all year. It can be addressed using any instructional strategy. The following lesson is a case in point.  

Intro Hook: C&E Examples – In an animated and energetic way, give simple, but relevant examples from the following 4 categories:
1) Personal

2) Current Events

3) Subject Specific

4) From the Audience

The following is a suggested line on questioning for the book:

Have the students gather on the floor with their reading response journals. The teacher can sit in the designated “storytelling chair” or stand.

· Have any of you ever read a book by Chris Van Allsburg? Jumanji? The Polar Express? Ben’s Dream?  

· What’s your favorite and why?

· What are some of the characteristics of his writing? What makes his books uniquely his?

· Are they children’s books, adult books, or both? Explain.

· Has anyone ever read The Wretched Stone (Most children haven’t, but if there are some, ask them to not give away the plot twist.)?

Take out the book and say something like, “One of my favorites is The Wretched Stone. We’re going to read and discuss it today. We’re also going to try and figure out how it relates to some of the things we’re talking about in your Humanities courses.” 

· From the title, what do you think the book is about? What does the word “wretched” mean? Can you think of examples of wretched things today?

· Looking at the cover, when and where do you think the book takes place? Why? Is there any way you could find out exactly when and where it occurred? 

· How would you describe the cover illustration? Is there a name for this type of artwork? 

Read the jacket within the cover: “Excerpts From the Log of the Rita Anne, Randall Ethan Hope, Captain” 

· What is an Excerpt? A Log? (If they don’t know the meaning, have them include them in their vocabulary journal.)

· Have you ever read a book written in log form? What about a diary? 

· Why would a captain keep a log? Who else keeps logs? Why?

· Why would someone be interested in reading a ship’s log?

· Any thoughts on the name of the captain or the ship?

Begin reading the book with the children (Big Book style, having the children share the responsibility, dressed up like a captain – whichever way suits your teaching style).

· May 8: What is an omen? Where do you think they are going? What type of work would ships like this do?

· May 9: What type of skills would sailors need? What are some “other” ways they might be “accomplished”? Why would these skills be valuable on a ship? 

· May 17: When and where do you do things like this? (Road trips for example) Why do you do them?

· June 5: How long have they been traveling? Why do you think they didn’t include any log entrees between then and now? Are there uncharted islands today? Does this give you another clue as to when this took place? What do you think they might find on the island?

· June 6: Have you ever experienced a place like this? Where might it be? What do you think there response to the island was and why? What do you think they found? What do you think they should do with it? Why? 

· June 10: How does the artist use light and color to establish the mood of the story? Why do you think they stopped telling stories and singing songs? Do you think the sailor’s interest will wane?

· June 13: Can you think of something like this happening today? What about diseases that spread from one place to another? What do you think is happening to the sailors? Why isn’t the stone affecting the captain?

· June 14: What would you do if you were the captain? Why? What do you think is going to happen? 

· June 15: What does the captain mean by “shorten the sail”? What do ships do to survive a terrible storm (mention the movie “The Perfect Storm”) Do you think he will succeed? Why? (we have the log for example) Is what happened to the sailors what you expected? Why? 

· June 16: What should the captain do now? What can they do to increase their chance of survival? What do ships in this situation do today? Why do you think the sailors are “lost” without the stone? Has something like this ever happened to you?

· June 19: Why do you think he’s reading to them? Why do you think it’s working?

· June 24: Do you think the captain should do more with the stone? Is there a reason for the captain to keep the stone? Why do we sometimes keep dangerous things? (Mention things like the poliovirus, symbols of hatred, weapons on mass destruction, etc.)

· June 28: Why do you think that those who knew how to read recovered more quickly? Can you think of something comparable today? (Mention reading over the summer and starting school better prepared?) 

· June 30: What does scuttle mean? Why do you think they didn’t try to salvage it? Do you think he’s doing the right thing with the stone?

· July 12: Why do you think they agreed to not talk about what happened? Should they? Why do you think he mentions the men’s appetite for bananas?

After reading the book, have the students write down their reflections in their reading response journal. Have them list the different cause and effect relations. Then ask them some questions following the reading:

· What do you think the wretched stone was if it wasn’t just a rock)? Do you think the author could have been talking about something else? Possibly something today?

Have the students “map” the stone on the board. Have them write down everything they learned about it (It’s size, shape, the glow, what it did to the men, where it came from, etc.) – Do this until the children are able to figure out that it was a TV.

· How do you think the author feels about television? Do you agree? Why?

· When was television created? How many of you have a TV? How many do you have in your house? How many hours do you spend watching it a day? A week? A year? (You might want to share some TV statistics?) 

· How has TV impacted history? Culture? All good? All bad? Where do you stand and why? 

· Is there a way to watch TV without being turned into a “hairy beast”? 
Independent Practice 

Have the students keep a journal or log that tells a story with a lesson.

Have them prepare for a Lincoln-Douglas or pannel debate on the merits/perils of TV.

Have them write pro and con editorials for the local paper.

Have them illustrate a diary or log?

Have them create a TV survival guide for parents and kids? 

Assessment

Assessment would depend on the independent practice. There are rubrics for all of the ones mentioned above.

The humanities teachers could create and use a test upon the completion of the unit?

Informal questioning and their journal responses should indicate, to a degree, how well they grasp the message of the book. 

Resources

The Wretched Stone by Chris Van Allsburg and reading response journals
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