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KEY QUESTIONS 
1. What is the purpose of foreign aid?  Should the U.S. government send taxpayer dollars 

overseas to assist people in developing countries?  Why or why not?  If yes, how much, as 
a percentage of GDP? 

2. Should U.S. corporations that do business in developing countries be expected to 
contribute to development efforts?  (This is known as Corporate Social Responsibility, or 
CSR.)  What if the work of a corporation harms the local environment?  Should the U.S. 
government monitor compliance with CSR standards? 

3. Should decisions about foreign aid be based on need, on advancement of U.S. policies and 
strategic relationships, or on some other factors? 

4. How should foreign aid projects be prioritized?  Which issues are most important: hunger, 
HIV/AIDS, environmental degradation?  Which nations are most in need of help?  Most 
deserving of help?  Where will the money go farthest? 

5. Should the U.S. provide foreign aid to countries whose governments are known for 
widespread corruption?  If the foreign government cannot be relied upon to use the 
money wisely, then how can citizens in those countries be helped?  How do restrictions 
placed on foreign aid by the U.S. impact the foreign government and economy? 

 
The U.S. Foreign Policy CBA asks students to select and analyze one U.S. foreign policy.  
Resources listed here will help students who wish to examine current U.S. policy in distributing 
foreign aid.  This may be done with a special focus on Nigeria, as a case in point.  Alternatively, 
students could use many of the same resources, but focus on a different country or region, or 
maintain a broader focus on foreign aid in general. 
 
In order to complete the U.S. Foreign Policy CBA, students must choose a U.S. foreign policy to 
examine in detail.  Students might choose to look at:  

• President Bush’s “new compact for global development” and the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation in particular  

• The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, which established USAID 
• U.S. foreign aid to Nigeria or to another specific country 
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WASHINGTON STATE CBA (CLASSROOM BASED ASSESSMENT): U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY 
What does the CBA require students to do? 

1. Select a U.S. foreign policy and analyze why it was created. 
2. Explain the costs and/or benefits of this foreign policy to other nations with specific 

examples. 
3. Explain the costs and/or benefits of this foreign policy to stakeholders in the United 

States with specific examples. 
4. Develop a position on the overall effectiveness of the foreign policy with well-

supported reasons. 
For more information, a graphic organizer, and rubrics, please see the OSPI website under social 
studies assessments: http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/default.aspx 
 
 
BACKGROUND FOR TEACHERS: U.S. FOREIGN AID TO NIGERIA 
According to a July 2005 New York Times article, there has been a “turnabout in the approach to 
foreign aid since the cold war, when both sides showered cash on African allies with scant regard 
to how much was stolen or wasted.”  Now, in a new “tough-love approach,” aid from the U.S. 
and other nations “is increasingly dependent on proof that its recipients are controlling corruption 
and governing wisely.” 
 
This article includes the following quote, attributed to President George W. Bush: “Countries like 
ours are not going to want to give aid to countries that are corrupt or do not hold true to 
democratic principles.”   
 
Teachers who attended the 10/16/07 Global Classroom workshop on Nigeria learned about the 
high level of poverty in Nigeria, as well as the problems of environmental degradation and 
violence related to the oil industry in the Niger Delta.  For more information on Nigeria, you may 
download the resource packet from this workshop at: http://www.world-affairs.org/
globalclassroom/resources/2007-10-16%20-%20Web%20Version,%20Nigeria%20CBA.pdf  
 
At the workshop, teachers also learned about the non-profit organization Niger Delta 
Professionals for Development (NIDPRODEV).  This organization receives support from the 
U.S. government through USAID.  NIDPRODEV focuses on conflict mediation, peace building, 
youth empowerment, and gender rights issues in the Niger Delta.  They claim that funding from 
USAID has helped them mediate tribal conflicts in the Niger Delta.  A two-page brochure on 
NIDPRODEV is downloadable at:  
http://globalcitizenjourney.org/files/JoelBisinaBrochureNov2004.pdf 
   
Other organizations in Nigeria have also received funds from USAID in order to undertake 
projects ranging from HIV/AIDS prevention to bringing solar energy to a rural village.  The 
resource list below includes articles about some of those projects. 
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On the other hand, Nigeria is not currently eligible to receive grants through the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation (MCC), established with bipartisan support under President Bush as part 
of the “new compact for global development.”  According to their website (www.mcc.gov), the 
MCC is:  
 

a United States Government corporation designed to work with some of the poorest 
countries in the world. Established in January 2004, MCC is based on the principle that aid is 
most effective when it reinforces good governance, economic freedom, and investments in 
people.  MCC’s mission is to reduce global poverty through the promotion of sustainable 
economic growth.  Before a country can become eligible to receive assistance, MCC looks at 
their performance on 16 independent and transparent policy indicators. 

 

Nigeria’s scorecard, showing performance on those 16 indicators, may be viewed at   
http://www.mcc.gov/selection/scorecards/2007/lic/score_fy07_lic_nigeria.pdf 
 

But, what are these 16 indicators?  And, who decides which countries are doing well enough to 
qualify?  The aforementioned July 2005 New York Times article raises these questions: 
 

. . . how high to set the good-governance bar—and deciding who clears it—is in the eye of 
the donor.  Jeffrey D. Sachs, a Columbia University economist who wrote a December 
2004 report to the United Nations on fighting poverty, said that at least two dozen poor 
nations, many in Africa, are well-enough run to manage a rapid infusion of aid.  The Bush 
administration’s Millennium Challenge Account, set up last year to promote economic 
growth in poor countries, says just seven impoverished African nations qualify, with 
another six on the verge. 

 

Nigeria is an oil-rich country, strategically important to the U.S., and a country whose citizens are 
greatly in need.  At the same time, it is a country whose government does not pass the test for 
receiving aid through the Millennium Challenge Corporation.  Nigeria provides a case in point for 
students to consider the purpose of foreign aid and what criteria should be used to determine who 
receives U.S. foreign aid dollars.  
 
 
BACKGROUND/MOTIVATING HOOK FOR STUDENTS 
When your students learn about the poverty and environmental degradation in Nigeria (or in other 
countries), they may begin to wonder what wealthier nations are doing to help the citizens of 
Nigeria.  Some students may already see themselves as part of a pipeline of assistance to poor 
people in foreign countries.  Just by shopping at the mall, students may choose to make purchases 
that they are told will provide assistance to poor people in foreign countries, such as through the 
RED campaign that includes GAP clothing and Converse sneakers, among other products.  
Students who read newspapers or watch the news may hear Nigeria or other developing nations 
described as “breeding grounds for terrorists.”  Why, they may ask, don’t wealthy nations simply 
send the Nigerians enough money to build schools, provide health care, and so on? 
 
To help your students develop a deeper understanding of issues relating to foreign aid, try starting 
out with the warm-up activity below.  Then, students who wish to study this topic further as they 
complete the U.S. Foreign Policy CBA may consult the resource list for places to begin.  
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ACTIVITY: FOREIGN AID WARM-UP EXERCISE (See handout #1) 
THINK-PAIR-SHARE 
Two Scenarios: First, students consider the following questions privately, jotting down notes 
about their own thoughts.  Next, they share their ideas with a partner or in a group of three.  
Finally, a class discussion allows everyone to share ideas with the whole class.  The teacher or a 
student could record the key ideas on large paper for the class to refer to later on. 

1. Imagine that you are walking down the street in downtown Seattle.  A man or woman, 
dressed in shabby clothes, approaches you and asks, “Can you spare some change?”  Do 
you give the person money?  Why or why not? 

• If this same person were selling a newspaper, such as Real Change, would you 
purchase it?   

2. Now, imagine that you belong to an after-school club whose members have decided to 
contribute a percentage of their earnings from their own summer jobs to a charity.  As a 
member, you need to help decide which charity will receive your donation.  What factors 
will you take into account as you work towards a decision? 

• One member of the club suggests consulting the website, “Charity Navigator,” in 
order to learn more about how each proposed charity actually spends the dollars 
that it receives.  If you have time, take a look at Charity Navigator online.  Do you 
think that their ratings should help guide your group’s decision?  Why or why not?   

• You may also want to look at a critique of Charity Navigator at:  
http://www.netsquared.org/blog/holden/ever-taken-good-look-charity-navigator. 

 
Class Discussion: Students will most likely bring out questions such as: 

• Why should I give my money to someone else, when I had to earn the money by working 
at a job?  Shouldn’t other people earn their own money? 

• How will the recipient of the donation actually spend that money?  Will the money go 
where the donor thinks it is going? 

• Will the donation contribute to a long-term, sustainable solution to the problem at hand?  
Or, is it just a “quick fix” or “band-aid solution?” 

• When there are multiple worthy causes, and only a limited amount of money to spend, 
how do you decide which causes to prioritize? 

 
Wrap Up: Point out that these questions have parallels in the world of foreign aid.  Help students 
generate their own list of what those questions might look like.  For example: 

• Why should U.S. taxpayer dollars be sent overseas to help people in developing nations?  
U.S. citizens are free to donate money to charity.  Why should our government make that 
decision?  What is in it for us, the U.S. taxpayers? 

• Does it make sense for the United States to send taxpayer dollars to countries where the 
government is known for corruption?  If not, then is it impossible for the U.S. to help 
citizens in those countries?   

• Which kinds of situations call for donations of food, medical supplies, or other immediate 
assistance?  How can foreign aid also be used to support long-term, sustainable solutions 
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to problems such as hunger, poverty, and HIV/AIDS?   
• Which issues should the U.S. prioritize in allotting foreign aid dollars?  Hunger?  Poverty?  

HIV/AIDS?  The long-term health of the Earth’s environment?  Long-term economic 
growth? 

• Should the U.S. use foreign aid dollars to create incentives for other countries to develop 
more democratic forms of government?  To open their economies to world trade?  To 
advance relationships with strategic allies?  Or, should foreign aid decisions be made solely 
on the basis of need?       

 
 
GOING FURTHER  (See Handout #2) 
As a homework assignment, have students read “The Hidden Scourge” and “Rogue Aid” (see 
resource list below).  Both articles are available for free online.  While they are reading, students 
might highlight, underline, and make notes on questions such as: 

1. In “The Hidden Scourge,” paragraph fifteen, we learn that economist Jeffrey Sachs 
believes that many African nations are “well-enough run to manage a rapid infusion of 
aid.”  The Millennium Challenge Corporation, however, has identified just seven African 
nations as eligible for aid.  What might account for the difference in these analyses?  How 
do you know whether a country is ready to receive aid? 

2. In “The Hidden Scourge,” we also learn about Mrs. Akunyili and her work in Nigeria.  If 
you were in her shoes, would you leave your job?  Why or why not? 

3. In “Rogue Aid,” consider the example of the Nigerian railroad.  Clearly, the author thinks 
the Chinese government’s offer is a mistake.  But, if you were a citizen of Nigeria and you 
needed to travel for work or to visit family, wouldn’t you be pleased to have the rebuilt rail 
network regardless of how it was funded?  Do you agree with this author’s claim that 
rogue aid “stifles real progress” and “hurts average citizens?” 

4. Based on what you read in both articles, what do you think foreign aid donors need to 
know before agreeing to provide aid?  What suggestions do you have for someone trying 
to decide whether or not to supply aid to a particular country?  What do you think U.S. 
policy should be when it comes to providing aid to developing countries?  

 
 
GUIDING STUDENT RESEARCH FOR THE U.S. FOREIGN POLICY CBA 
If you are planning to have students complete the U.S. Foreign Policy CBA, you will need to 
consider whether you will want each student to choose a topic of his/her own, whether you will 
provide a list of topics for students to choose from, or how you will guide students to identify 
their topics.   
 
Once students have their topics, they will need to use the internet for their research.  Therefore, it 
is important to review criteria for evaluating websites.  The following site from Valparaiso 
University provides a helpful list of criteria (note particularly the section on “purpose/point of 
view”) as well as links to more information on analyzing websites.   
http://www.valpo.edu/library/user/evaluation.html#criteria 
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The CBA instructions from OSPI suggest that each student prepare an annotated bibliography.  A 
checklist is provided to help students analyze any type of source.   
See page 12 in the instructions for the U.S. Foreign Policy CBA at: 
http://www.k12.wa.us/assessment/WASL/SocialStudies/CBAs/HS-ForeignPolicyCBA.pdf 
   
 

RESOURCE LIST 
 

Teachers and students may use these resources to investigate the role of U.S. Foreign Aid in 
Nigeria, in other countries, or in developing countries in general. 
 

This list is intended only as a starting point.  Please encourage your students to look beyond these 
resources, consult with librarians, and develop their own research skills. 
 
CURRENT ISSUES IN FOREIGN AID (GENERAL) 

• http://www.nytimes.com/2005/07/06/international/africa/06lagos.html 
“The Hidden Scourge - Wrestling with Corruption: Africa Tackles Graft, with Billions in 
Aid in Play,” New York Times article, July 6, 2005.  Examines complications of providing 
aid to countries where corruption in government is common.  Uses Nigeria as a case in 
point. 

• http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3732 
“Rogue Aid,” Foreign Policy article, March/April 2007.  Brief opinion piece on the foreign 
aid programs of China, Venezuela, and Saudi Arabia.  Charges that their programs are 
“toxic,” because they give freely to governments known to be corrupt and inefficient, 
thereby undermining attempts to create incentives for cleaning up government corruption. 

• http://www.brookings.edu/articles/2006/spring_globaleconomics_rice.aspxe 
 “The Threat of Global Poverty,” article, 2006.  Short piece by Susan E. Rice at the 
 Brookings Institute.  Asserts connection between global poverty and U.S. national security.  
 Argues that U.S. should increase foreign aid for security as well as humanitarian reasons. 
• http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=17095866 

 “Is Aid to Africa Doing More Harm than Good?” podcast, December 2007.  This is a 
 podcast of a formal, Oxford-style debate among experts.  The broadcast version is 50 
 minutes long, but students may listen to excerpts by clicking on the link beneath each 
 panel member’s picture.  Listening to just the opening statements may also be worthwhile.  
 The website also contains some information in text form.   

• http://www.heritage.org/Research/TradeandForeignAid/hl920.cfm 
 “Promoting Economic Prosperity Through the Millennium Challenge Account,” a 
 Heritage Lecture from the Heritage Foundation, January 2006.  Argues that previous aid 
 policies have not worked, particularly not for sub-Saharan Africa, and that the policies of 
 the MCC are a move in the right direction.  Disagrees with UN Millennium Project and 
 Jeffrey Sach’s book The End of Poverty, regarding the wisdom of increasing aid flow to sub-
 Saharan Africa in a “big push” to help countries out of poverty. 
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PERSPECTIVES ON FOREIGN AID IN NIGERIA 

• http://www.economist.com/displayStory.cfm?story_id=9070922 
“Big Men, Big Fraud, and Big Trouble,” article in The Economist, describing details of 
alleged election rigging and corruption in Nigerian government. 

• http://hrw.org/englishwr2k7/docs/2007/01/11/nigeri14700.htm 
Human Rights Watch report on Nigeria as of 2006.  Describes areas of concern, including 
violence in the Niger Delta, corruption among government officials, and other problems. 

• http://www.tribune.com.ng/10032007/gamji_biz.html 
“Solar Energy: New Power Source in Jigawa,” article in a Nigerian newspaper, The Tribune, 
describing a project to bring electricity to rural villages using solar energy.  Funding for the 
project includes a grant from USAID. 

• http://allafrica.com/stories/200709200842.html 
“Country Gets $847 Million U.S. Grant to Implement Needs,” article in a Nigerian 
newspaper, The Vanguard, describing current USAID funding for HIV/AIDS prevention 
and treatment, as well as other initiatives. 

• http://www.usaid.gov/stories/nigeria/fp_nigeria_coop.html 
 “Strengthening Women’s Cooperatives in Nigeria,” on USAID website.  A brief “success 
 story” of how USAID funds helped women cooperative farmers in Nigeria. 
• http://www.usaid.gov/policy/budget/cbj2007 

Congressional Budget Justification document provided each year to Congress by USAID.  
Contains detailed information on expenditures by category and by country.  For Nigeria, 
click on “Africa” and then “Nigeria” to reach this page:   

 http://www.usaid.gov/policy/budget/cbj2007/afr/ng.html 
 

USAID 

• http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/print.php?pid=8307 
John F Kennedy’s very brief statement, upon signing the 1961 Foreign Assistance Act, 
which created USAID. 

• http://www.usaid.gov/index.html 
USAID homepage. Students may read background information about USAID, its purpose 
and activities.  Students may search the USAID site for specific information about Nigeria 
or other countries. 

• http://www.usaid.gov/about_usaid/usaidhist.html 
History of USAID, including roots in the Marshall Plan, lengthy quotation of President 
Kennedy’s remarks on the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, and reference to President 
Bush’s “New Compact for Development.” 

• http://www.usaid.gov/policy/budget/cbj2007 
Congressional Budget Justification document provided each year to Congress by USAID.  
Contains detailed information on expenditures by category and by country.  For Nigeria, 
click on “Africa” and then “Nigeria” to reach this page:   

 http://www.usaid.gov/policy/budget/cbj2007/afr/ng.html 
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• http://www.usaid.gov/ng/ 
USAID Nigeria Mission homepage.  Offers information on the recent history of aid to 
Nigeria, budget, goals, etc.  Click on “Telling our Story” for specific examples of how 
USAID funds have helped people in Nigeria. 

• http://www.usaid.gov/policy/budget/cbj2007/afr/pdf/ng_complete.pdf   
This pdf document includes specific dollar amounts that USAID has spent on various 
programs in Nigeria.  Also includes a brief summary of goals for each area of work, 
including democracy and governance, sustainable agriculture and economic growth, basic 
education and health care, etc. 

• http://www.usaid.gov/ng/pressrelease.htm 
Announces a $20 million partnership between USAID and Shell Petroleum to implement 
sustainable development initiatives in Nigeria.  Goals for 2004-09 are outlined. 
 

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE ACCOUNTS  

• http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/developingnations/millennium.html 
White House site, which describes President Bush’s “new compact for global 
development.”  Details establishment of Millennium Challenge Corporation. 

• http://www.mcc.gov/ 
Homepage of the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), “a United States 
Government corporation designed to work with some of the poorest countries in the 
world.  MCC is based on the principle that aid is most effective when it reinforces good 
governance, economic freedom and investments in people.  MCC’s mission is to reduce 
global poverty through the promotion of sustainable economic growth.” 

• http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/07/world/africa/07millennium.html?
scp=1&sq=slow+pace+endangers+foreign+aid&st=nyt 

 “U.S. Agency’s Slow Pace Endangers Foreign Aid,” New York Times article, December 7, 
 2007.Points out that after almost four years in existence the Millennium Challenge 
 Corporation “has spent only $155 million of the $4.8 billion it has approved” for projects 
 in developing countries.  Examines reasons for slow pace, including “stringent 
 accountability systems. 
• http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/15/

AR2007071500999.html 
Washington Post editorial, July 2007.  Notes that the MCC’s annual budgets have not 
approached the $5 billion that President Bush originally outlined as a goal.  Argues that the 
MCC should receive more support from Congress and be given a chance to succeed.  

• http://www.heritage.org/Research/TradeandForeignAid/hl920.cfm 
 “Promoting Economic Prosperity Through the Millennium Challenge Account,” a 
 Heritage Lecture from the Heritage Foundation, January 2006.  Argues that previous aid 
 policies have not worked, particularly not for sub-Saharan Africa, and that the policies of 
 the MCC are a move in the right direction.  Disagrees with UN Millennium Project and 
 Jeffrey Sach’s book The End of Poverty, regarding the wisdom of increasing aid flow to sub-
 Saharan Africa in a “big push” to help countries out of poverty. 
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• http://www.africaaction.org/resources/issues/devassist.php 
An alternate perspective on the Millennium Challenge Corporation, provided by Africa 
Action, a non-profit organization that works “to change U.S. foreign policy and the 
policies of international institutions in order to support African struggles for peace and 
development.”  Includes links to sites addressing UN and U.S. aid in Africa. 

• http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/cms.php?story_id=3426 
“The First Law of Petropolitics,” Foreign Policy article, May/June 2006.  Proposes axiom 
that the higher the global average price for crude oil, the more certain freedoms are eroded 
in oil-producing nations, such as Nigeria.  Among those freedoms are several that relate 
directly to eligibility for MCC grants. 

 
CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY (CSR) 

• http://www.globalenvision.org/library/8/1433 
 “Corporate Responsibility and Globalization,” article from Global Envision, an initiative 
 of Mercy Corps, January 2007. Lengthy (6-page) discussion of corporate responsibility, 
 including various viewpoints, from those who think governments should monitor 
 compliance with CSR standards to those who say that a corporation’s only responsibility is 
 to its shareholders. 
• http://www.globaled.org/issues/171.pdf 
 “Human Rights and Corporate Responsibility,” part of an occasional paper series from 
 The American Forum for Global Education, 2001-2002. Includes a short summary of 
 opposing viewpoints on corporate responsibility, lesson plan ideas, corporate 
 responsibility checklists and compacts from various sources, and three short case studies. 
• http://www.shell.com/home/Framework?siteId=nigeria 

Lists documents from Shell Nigeria, including the company’s 2006 annual report, “People 
and the Environment” which includes a section on “Sustainable Community 
Development.”  Indicates that Shell spent $53 million on community development 
projects in 2006, and offers some details on the various projects.   

• http://www.usaid.gov/ng/pressrelease.htm 
Announces a $20 million partnership between USAID and Shell Petroleum to implement 
sustainable development initiatives in Nigeria.  Goals for 2004-09 are outlined. 

• http://www.exxonmobilafrica.com/Africa-English/PA/Responsibility/
AF_CR_Responsible_Overview.asp 
Provides links to ExxonMobil’s corporate responsibility efforts in Africa, including 
malaria, HIV/AIDS, environmental, and social programs. 

• http://www.chevron.com/countries/nigeria/?view=5 
Describes Chevron’s community development programs focusing on infrastructure, 
health, education, power, clean water, and capacity-building.  Since 1991, Chevron has 
invested more than $130 million to support community projects in Nigeria and over $140 
million to the Niger Delta Development Commission. 
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NON-PROFITS AND NGOs (NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS) 

• http://globalcitizenjourney.org/files/JoelBisinaBrochureNov2004.pdf 
Pamphlet explaining the work of Niger Delta Professionals for Development 
(NIDPRODEV). 

• http://www.kabissa.org/ 
Kabissa’s mission is “to help African civil society organizations put information and 
communication technologies to work for the benefit of the people they serve.”  Over 300 
of Kabissa’s member organizations are located in Nigeria. 

• http://www.africare.org/about/where-we-work/nigeria/index.html 
• Describes Africare’s programs in Nigeria focusing on health, education, HIV prevention, 

and HIV/AIDS orphans. 
• http://www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/africa/cuvl/USorgs.html 

Columbia University Libraries’ African Studies page listing U.S. NGOs and research and 
policy institutes. 
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ALIGNMENT WITH TASKS OF THE U.S. FOREIGN POLICY CBA 

 

The U.S. Foreign 
Policy CBA requires 
students to: 

Resources in this document that 
may be helpful: 

Notes: 

Choose a foreign  
policy to examine. 

• Class Exercise:  Foreign Aid 
Warm-Up 

• Articles:  “The Hidden Scourge” 
and “Rogue Aid” 

 

Students might choose to examine  
• The MCC and the criteria for 

receiving aid 
• The 1961 Foreign Assistance 

Act (which created USAID) 
• Past and current U.S. foreign 

aid to a particular country, such 
as Nigeria, or to a particular 
region 

Analyze why the policy 
was implemented, offer-
ing three or more reasons 
with relevant evidence 
for each. 

• Class Exercise:  Foreign Aid 
Warm-Up 

• Articles:  “The Hidden Scourge” 
and “Rogue Aid” 

• Websites:  See resource list 
 

Note that students should not rely 
solely on the list provided.  They may 
practice their own research skills by 
searching for additional articles and 
sites. 

Evaluate how the pol-
icy affects other na-
tions, including three 
or more specific ex-
amples with relevant 
evidence for each. 

• USAID website (for instance, the 
“Telling our Stories” section on 
the Nigeria Mission homepage) 

• Newspapers published in the fo-
cus country or region 

• Websites for non-profits, partner 
organizations, or NGOs working 
in the country or region 

 

Evaluate how the pol-
icy affects various 
stakeholders in the 
U.S., including three 
or more specific ex-
amples of costs and 
benefits. 

• Websites for U.S. corporations 
doing business in the country or 
region (e.g. Shell in Nigeria) 

• Websites for any U.S. non-
profits, partner organizations, or 
NGOs working in the focus 
country or region. 

 

Present a position on 
the effectiveness of 
the policy, offering 
three or more reasons 
with relevant evidence. 

Review all resources used  



 

U.S. FOREIGN AID IN NIGERIA AND ELSEWHERE: WHERE SHOULD U.S. TAX DOLLARS BE SPENT? 

HANDOUT 1: Foreign Aid Warm-Up Exercise 
 
THINK-PAIR-SHARE 
Two Scenarios: Consider the following questions privately, jotting down notes about your own 
thoughts. Next, share your ideas with a partner or in a group of three. Record your group’s key 
ideas on large paper for a class discussion later on. 

 
• Imagine that you are walking down the street in downtown Seattle.  A man or woman, 

dressed in shabby clothes, approaches you and asks, “Can you spare some change?”  Do 
you give the person money?  Why or why not? 

 
 

 
 

• If this same person were selling a newspaper, such as Real Change, would you purchase it?   
 
 

 
 

• Now, imagine that you belong to an after-school club whose members have decided to 
contribute a percentage of their earnings from their own summer jobs to a charity.  As a 
member, you need to help decide which charity will receive your donation.  What factors 
will you take into account as you work towards a decision? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• One member of the club suggests consulting the website, “Charity Navigator,” in order to 
learn more about how each proposed charity actually spends the dollars that it receives.  If 
you have time, take a look at Charity Navigator online.  Do you think that their ratings 
should help guide your group’s decision?  Why or why not?   

o You may also want to look at a critique of Charity Navigator at: http://
www.netsquared.org/blog/holden/ever-taken-good-look-charity-navigator. 
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HANDOUT 2: Going Further 
 
GOING FURTHER: 
As a homework assignment read “The Hidden Scourge” (http://www.nytimes.com/2005/07/06/
international/africa/06lagos.html and “Rogue Aid” (http://www.foreignpolicy.com/story/
cms.php?story_id=3732). 
 
While reading highlight, underline, and make notes on questions such as: 

 
• In “The Hidden Scourge,” paragraph fifteen, we learn that economist Jeffrey Sachs 

believes that many African nations are “well-enough run to manage a rapid infusion of 
aid.”  The Millennium Challenge Corporation, however, has identified just seven African 
nations as eligible for aid.  What might account for the difference in these analyses?  How 
do you know whether a country is ready to receive aid? 

 
 

 
 
 
• We also learn about Mrs. Akunyili and her work in Nigeria.  If you were in her shoes, 

would you leave your job?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 

• In “Rogue Aid,” consider the example of the Nigerian railroad.  Clearly, the author thinks 
the Chinese government’s offer is a mistake.  But, if you were a citizen of Nigeria and you 
needed to travel for work or to visit family, wouldn’t you be pleased to have the rebuilt rail 
network regardless of how it was funded?  Do you agree with this author’s claim that 
rogue aid “stifles real progress” and “hurts average citizens?” 

 
 
 
 
 

• Based on what you read in both articles, what do you think foreign aid donors need to 
know before agreeing to provide aid?  What suggestions do you have for someone trying 
to decide whether or not to supply aid to a particular country? 

 
 
 


