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Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8
1.  Which of the following events happens first in the chapter?



A.  Jane starts singing to herself.



B.  Jane asks why she has wings.

C.  Jane flies away on an adventure.

D.  Jane says that the farm is boring.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

2.  According to the chapter, how are Jane and Alexander different from each other?

A.  Jane is a cat and Alexander is not.

B. Jane asks why she has wings.

C. Jane flies away on an adventure.

D. Jane says that the farm is boring.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

3.  According to the chapter, why do cats with wings think they have to stay at Overhill Farm?



A.   They would miss their mother if they left.



B.   They would get lost if they left.



C.   They might run out of food to eat if they left.



D.   They might be captured if they left.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Fiction – 12

4.  Where does most of the chapter take place?



A.   in the forest


B.   in a large city



C.   at Overhill Farm



D.   at Alexander Furby’s house

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Fiction – 12

5.  What does paragraph 7 suggest about Jane’s character?

A.  She is rude and selfish.

B.  She is patient and calm.

C.  She is nervous and fearful.

D.  She is energetic and daring.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Fiction – 12

6.  Based on the chapter, which of the following most likely describes what will happen next in the 

       book?

A.  There will be a new setting.

B.  There will be a different main character.

C.   Jane will stay at Overhill Farm.

D.    Jane will take Alexander with her on her travels.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Structures and Origins of Modern English – 5

7.   Read the sentence from paragraph 8 in the box below.

              When his dear friend Jane dived out
              of the air and squashed him, he just
              sighed and said, “Oh, Jane, don’t!”

     Which of the following words in the sentence is a verb?

A.   dear

B.   friend

C.   air

D.   squashed
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9.  According to the article, why did many people who lived in the country have enough food during 

       the Great Depression? 

A.  They waited in long bread lines for hours to get food.

B.  They could buy the food they needed at the feed mill.

C.  They had plenty of money to buy food at the market.

D.   They could grow many kinds of food on their farms.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

10.  According to the article, how did the author’s mother help the family?



A.  She washed and flattened tins to repair holes in the roof.



B.  She stood in line for bread for the family’s food every day.



C.  She baked pies and bread to sell and made the family’s clothes.



D. She had a job at the feed mill and grew vegetables.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

11.  Which word BEST describes the author when he noticed a package in the mailbox?
A.  proud

B.  bored

C.  thrilled

D.  concerned

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

12.   According to the article, how did the author’s mother use feed sacks?



A.  She mended socks with them.



B.  She repaired leaks in the roof with them.



C.  She patched holes in the corncrib with them.



D.  She made nightgowns, dresses, and aprons with them.

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

13.   In paragraph 10, what does the author MOST LIKELY mean when he says, “Almost nothing in 

           our house was thrown away”?



A.  The family used very little.



B.  The family sold things they made.



C.  The family ate everything they grew.



D.  The family reused almost everything

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

14.   According to the article, when did the author get his first pair of store-bought pajamas?

A.   in high school
B.   at the age of nine

C.   on Christmas morning

D.   on the day the package came

Reporting Category:  Reading and Literature                                                                                                      Standard: Understanding a Text – 8

15.   According to the article, how much did a child earn working on a farm in the 1930’s?

A.   five cents an hour

B.   ten cents an hour

C.   one dollar an hour

D.   five dollars an hour
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17.   Use the meaning of the prefixes and roots in the box below to answer the following question.



Understanding and Using the
                        Meanings of Prefixes and Roots
centi = 100
milli = 1000
tele = far
bio = life
auto = self
phone = sound
ped = foot
meter = instrument for measuring
scope = instrument for observing
graph = writing or recording

         To send a written message far away, one can use a 

A.  telephone.

B.  telescope.

C.  telegraph.

D.  microphone.

Reporting Category:  Language                                                                                                                         Standard: Structures and Origins of Modern English – 5 

18.   Use the meaning of the prefixes and roots in the box below to answer the following question.



Understanding and Using the
                        Meanings of Prefixes and Roots
centi = 100
milli = 1000
tele = far
bio = life
auto = self
phone = sound
ped = foot
meter = instrument for measuring
scope = instrument for observing
graph = writing or recording

                                                                                                       A piece of writing about one’s own life is
A.  a biography

B.  an autobiography

C.  a telegraph

D. an autograph


Reporting Category:  Language                                                                                                                         Standard: Structures and Origins of Modern English – 5 

19.   Use the meaning of the prefixes and roots in the box below to answer the following question.



Understanding and Using the
                        Meanings of Prefixes and Roots
centi = 100
milli = 1000
tele = far
bio = life
auto = self
phone = sound
ped = foot
meter = instrument for measuring
scope = instrument for observing
graph = writing or recording

           A piece of writing about one’s own life is 

A. a biography

B. an autobiography

C. a telegraph

D. an autograph

Reporting Category:  Language                                                                                                                         Standard: Structures and Origins of Modern English – 5 

   Use the dictionary page below to answer multiple choice questions 20 - 22 
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20.   According to the dictionary, the word Massachusetts was originally the name of


A.   the first English settlement in America.



B.   a hill in Boston.



C.   an Indian village near Boston



D.   the Indian tribe in a village near Boston

21.   The word massacre can be used 

A.  only as a noun.



B.  only as a verb.



C.  as a noun or verb.



D.  as a noun, verb, or adjective.

22.    Which word has the opposite meaning of massive?

A.   colorful

B.   slight

C.   enormous

D.   annoying
They're big and hairy--but not too scary. Take a good look at the not-so-terrifying tarantulas. 

BIG BODY 
Tarantulas are the biggest spiders in the world. One kind could cover a Frisbee. 

WARM WORLDS 
Tarantulas live in the American Southwest and in many other warm places around the world. Most kinds live in burrows, but many live in trees. 

LIKE, OUCH! 
Some people think a tarantula can kill them. Wrong. Tarantulas rarely bite people, and their poison isn't strong enough to kill humans. Most folks who have been bitten say that it felt no worse than a bee sting. 

STRRRRIKE--YOU'RE OUT! 
When a tarantula feels threatened, it rears up on its hind legs. Then it drops down and taps its enemy with its mouthparts. If the enemy doesn't run away, the spider jabs it hard. 

Each mouthpart has a sharp, hollow fang on the end. The spider uses the fangs like needles to squirt poison into its victim. 

A tarantula more often uses its poison to kill its prey--insects, frogs, snakes, lizards, and small mice. 

EIGHT EYES, NO EARS 
Tarantulas have eight tiny eyes--and probably can't see very well. 

They also have no ears. But their body hairs are great at picking up vibrations from the ground and from the air. The vibrations let the spiders know what's going on around them. 

BEWARE THE HAIR 
Some North and South American tarantulas can use their hair as a weapon! When one of these spiders feels threatened, it uses a leg or two to brush lots of tiny, barbed hairs off its body--and right toward its enemy. The hairs get into the enemy's eyes or mouth and make them itch and burn. Some kinds of tarantulas just jab their hairs into their enemies. The spiders also put these hairs into their egg sacs. This helps protect their eggs from insects that might want to eat them. 

PEDI-WHATS? 
The two short leg-like things in front are called pedipalps (PED-ih-palps). A tarantula uses its pedipalps to carry food to its mouth. Males also use them to pass their sperm to females. 

EIGHT GREAT LEGS 
Each one of the tarantula's eight legs has two claws at the end. These help the spider get a good grip. The bottom of each foot is also covered with tiny hairs that help the spider climb up smooth walls--even glass! 

ENEMY NUMBER ONE 
What eats tarantulas? Birds, some mammals, and even other tarantulas. But their worst enemies are spider wasps. 

When a wasp finds a tarantula, it tries to sting the spider. The sting paralyzes the tarantula so it can't move. Then the wasp drags the spider into a hole and lays an egg on the tarantula. When the egg hatches, the baby wasp will eat the paralyzed spider--alive. 

A HOLE-Y LIFE 
Many tarantulas dig burrows. Some burrow-dwellers line their homes with silky "wallpaper." The tarantulas may stuff silk, leaves, and bits of soil into the burrow's opening to keep out the cold or heat. A tarantula may live in the same burrow for its whole life--which may be a long time. Some captive tarantulas have lived 30 years! 

ALL EGGS, ONE BASKET 
When a male tarantula is ready to mate, he goes to the opening of a female's burrow and taps or dances. The female may come out and mate with him. 

Later, she lays her eggs inside her burrow on a thick sheet of silk. She rolls the sheet into a ball called an egg sac, which helps protect the eggs. When the young hatch, they go off to find or dig burrows of their own. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: Tarantulas 
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