Bills To Laws, Local To State

Class Length: 1 Class Meeting

Objectives:  

Students will be able to:

1. Describe the process in which a bill becomes law in the United States.

2. Develop inquisitive interview questions for political professionals.

Procedures:

Students will use their textbooks to learn about the development of a two-house legislative system.

Using their textbooks and accompanying resources, students will note the steps how a bill becomes a law, in a step-by-step process.  Students will create a comic strip demonstrating this process.

Students’ initial research and note taking will prepare them for a trip to their local government building, and interviews with a local and state political consultant.
In further preparation, students will research their local and state newspapers, online media sources, and newsletters to determine what are the main issues pressing their town and state.  Students will prepare appropriate and on-topic questions for the officials they meet and who will lecture to them on the processes on how a bill becomes a law and the process of business. 
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