English 10B Short Story

Requirements:
1. Final story must be 1000-1500 words, typed, double-spaced, 12 point Times New Roman font (at least 4½ pages)

2. Include description of the setting that appeals to at least three senses

3. Use indirect characterization mainly, but some direct characterization to reveal your characters’ personalities.  Your main character should be a round character!

4. Follow conventional plot structure (with exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution)

5. Include some dialogue, punctuated correctly

6. Use consistent tense (I recommend past) and point of view

7. Use strong verbs

8. Correct your work for grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors

9. Vary your sentence length and structure

10. Optional: Use foreshadowing, irony, a flashback, and/or suspense

 Grading:

 Your story will be worth 100 points, total.

60 points for Ideas, Organization, and Voice

30 points for Sentence Fluency and Word Choice

10 points for Conventions and Presentation

Due Dates:

Monday, April 28:

First three pages of story

Tuesday, April 29:

Fourth page of story

Thursday, May 1:

Complete rough draft of story





Peer revision and self revision in class





Meet with me on Thursday and Friday

Monday, May 5:

New draft due

More work on story

Friday, May 9:

Final draft due!
Computer Lab:

We will have class time for computers on:

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

Six Traits of Writing

Use this guide to help you evaluate your short story.

	
	5 (Excellent)
	3 (Satisfactory)
	1 (Poor)

	Ideas/ Content
	My writing is full of the kinds of details that keep the reader’s attention and show what is really important about my topic.  This is a piece the ONLY I could write.
	The reader usually knows what I mean.  Some parts will be better when I include more specific details.
	When someone reads my paper, it’s hard for them to understand what I really mean or what it is all about.

	Organization
	I’ve chosen an order that works well and makes the reader want to find out what is coming next.
	The order of my paper makes sense most of the time.
	The order of my paper is jumbled and confused.

	Voice
	My paper has a lot of personality.  It sounds different from the way anyone else writes.
	What I truly think and feel only shows up sometimes.
	I haven’t let my true feelings and personality come through yet.

	Word Choice
	I picked just the right words for just the right places.
	The words in my paper get the message across, but don’t capture anyone’s imagination or attention.
	My reader is often asking, “What did you mean by this?”

	Sentence Fluency
	The sentences in my paper are clear and sound good when read aloud.
	Some sentences are choppy and awkward, but most are clear.
	This paper is difficult to read aloud, even with practice.

	Conventions
	There are very few errors in my paper.  It wouldn’t take long to get this ready to be published.
	A number of bothersome mistakes in my paper need to be cleaned up before I am ready to publish.
	It would take a first reading to decode, and then a second reading to get the meaning of my paper.


The Importance of Naming Characters
For each of the characters below, give him/her a name you find suitable.  Do not use anyone’s real name!

A cowboy

A kindergarten teacher

A police officer

A professional athlete (any sport)

A college professor

A ninety-year-old woman

A truck driver

A professional surfer

A fraternity brother

A sorority sister

A politician

A stand-up comedian

A librarian

A Hollywood stuntman

A famous teen pop star

A CIA agent

A gang member

A famous actor/actress

A hippie

A circus performer

A heavy metal singer
Punctuating Dialogue in Your Short Story

Rule #1: If someone says it aloud, put it in quotes.  If someone thinks it, put it in italics.  Don’t put she thought or he wondered in italics, though.

Rule #2: Keep punctuation (  .   ,   ?   ) inside the quotes!

Rule #3: Never allow two or more people to talk in the same paragraph.  Start a new paragraph for new speakers.

Rule #4: If someone is asking a question, use a question mark inside the quotes, even if it’s not the end of the sentence.


Example: “Are you going to Prom?” he asked.

Rule #5: If you have two people talking back and forth, you don’t have to attribute each quote (he said, she said) once we know who is speaking.

Example:


“Why isn’t my car starting?” Kaylee wondered out loud.  “I could swear it worked fine yesterday.”  She turned the key once more before throwing up her hands in frustration.


“Maybe if you had gotten gas yesterday, we wouldn’t be late for school,” said her little brother Danny.  Kaylee stuck out her tongue at him and made a nasty face.


But what if he’s right? she thought.  Mom and Dad will kill me for this!  I’ve got to think of a plan. 

“Shut up and get on the snowmobile, Danny.  We’re riding to school.”

Now it’s your turn!  Add punctuation when needed and underline anything that should be in italics.


Is Melissa there  A boy’s voice asked


Just one minute  said Mr. Daniels  Who, may I ask, is calling


This is Ted from her math class  the voice replied


Hello  Melissa’s voice interrupted  Ted?  What is it?


Well  Ted stuttered  what are you doing on Friday night 

Writer’s Name: ______________________________

Reviewer’s Name: ______________________________

English 10B Short Story Peer Review (Complete rough draft)

Writer:

What do you need the most help with in this paper?

Reviewer:
As you read, write Good by those sections of the story that you particularly like.


Mark with ? the portions of the story that confuse you.


Write Reword by sections that don’t confuse you but are still poorly written.


Write Reorder by sections that you think are out of place and should be moved.


Write Frag, RO, or Awk by fragments, run-ons, and awkward sentences.  


Write sp by spelling errors.

When you’re finished reading, answer the following questions.
Ideas/Organization

Overall Score _______/5
Circle an answer for each of the following questions

1.  Is this story unique and original?  Does it sound unlike any story you have read before?
   YES   NO
SOMETIMES

2.  Does the story have a beginning, middle, and end?  
YES
NO

3.  Does the first line of the story hook you in and make you, the reader, want to keep reading this story?
   YES
    NO

4.  In the exposition of the story, do we start to learn where the story takes place, and who the characters are?   YES      NO

5.  Is there a specific Inciting Incident (the moment when the action begins or the problem is introduced)?
YES
NO

6.  Is the major conflict in the story identified early on?

YES
NO


If yes, is the conflict     INTERNAL
EXTERNAL

7.  Is the main character well developed (seems real)?
YES      NO

8.  Does the character have a unique personality, instead of being a stereotypical character?   YES
  NO

9.  Does the writer avoid direct characterization?    YES      NO



If NO, mark places in the story when characters were described directly.

10.  Does the writer use vivid imagery to describe the setting of the story?
YES
  NO

11.  Does the conflict seem real and meaningful?
YES      NO

12.  Does the conflict lead to a sensible climax?
YES      NO

13.  Which type of climax occurs in the story?       A Big Decision         A Dramatic Event

14.  Does the character undergo a significant change because of the conflict/climax?










YES      NO

15.  Does the falling action and resolution fit the story?

YES      NO



If NO, was it:    Too Rushed
    Too Drawn-out        (circle one)

16.  Were all the events of the story real and believable?
YES      NO



If NO, use the space below to list elements of the plot that seemed less real.

17.  Were all the characters in the story realistic?
YES      NO



If NO, use the space below to list suggestions for improving certain characters.

18. If the writer used flashbacks, were the transitions smooth and easy to understand?










YES      NO

Voice








Overall Score: ______/5
1.  What point of view does this story employ?
1st Person
3rd Person Limited












3rd Person Omniscient

2.  If the narrator is 1st Person, does his/her personality come through in the narration?

YES     NO

3.  Does the writer’s voice come through in the paper?  Does it sound like he/she cares about this story?
YES
NO

Word Choice





Overall Score: ______/5

1.  Are any words used incorrectly in the story?   YES
  NO


Is yes, mark these places in the story.

2.  Does the writer use fresh, interesting words in this story?   YES
  NO
SOMETIMES

3.  Does the writer use strong verbs when describing action?    YES    NO  SOMETIMES

Sentence Fluency





Overall Score: ______/5

1.  Does the writer use sentences that flow well, and are of different lengths?


YES
  NO    SOMETIMES

2.  Does the writer avoid beginning sentences the same way?   YES
      NO

3.  Does the writing have a “musical” quality that would sound good when read out loud?


YES
   NO

4.  Does the writer avoid sentence fragments and run-ons?   YES      NO

Overall Evaluation:

What was your favorite part of this story?

What part of the story was the weakest?

List three suggestions for improvement.

If these questions have not addressed the subject that the writer needs help with, offer your advice in the space below.

Now get together with the writer and explain why you gave him/her the feedback that you did.  Offer suggestions for improvement and explain what you liked.
Short Story Peer Editing Worksheet (Proofreading)

Your Name:__________________________

Title of Story:__________________________________________

Peer Editor:_________________________________________

Writer:  What do you need the most help with?  (i.e. commas, run-on sentences, etc.)

Exchange papers and Peer Edit sheets.  Complete this form and return it to the writer.

1. Does the story contain any of the following?  (check all that apply)

	_____  Run-on sentences
	_____  Sentence fragments
	_____ Agreement problems*

	_____  Punctuation errors
	_____  Confusing sentences
	_____  Tense shifts


2. Use the following marks to correct items in the essay:

	Run-On Sentence


	Sent. Fragment
	Spelling error      wurdz

	Remove punctuation       ,


	Add Punctuation          :
	Remove word             word

	Add word          
	Reverse order        then and

(words or letters)
	Tense Shift

	Awkward sent.


	Combine words    any body
	Divide word     noone

	Subject-Verb

Agreement Problem
	Pronoun-

Antecedent Agreement
	Capitalize letter     ohio










   Lowercase letter   School
3. Does the writer stay in the same tense throughout the story?



(including descriptive paragraphs)


yes
no

4. Does the writer have the entire paper double-spaced? 
yes
no

5. In 12 point, Times New Roman font?



yes
no

6. Is every paragraph indented 

(including new lines of dialogue)?



yes
no

7. Does the writer punctuate dialogue correctly?

yes
no

8. Are all paragraphs a decent size? 



yes
no

(none longer than ¾ page)

9. Has the writer given the story an appropriate title?

yes
no

10. Has the writer included page numbers?


yes
no

11. Go over the following list of words commonly confused.  Does the writer make any mistakes with these words (or others)?  If you have questions about these, see the signs on the closet door or ask Mrs. Lorntson.

to vs. too vs. two

affect vs. effect

your vs. you’re

their vs. there vs. they’re
a lot vs. allot (no alot)

accept vs. except

than vs. then




DO NOT use: could of, should of, would of!  

Correct usage is: could have, should have, and would have. 

* Agreement problems: 

Subject-Verb agreement: Biggest problem with indefinite pronouns (any, one, someone, all, etc.).  Make sure you match plural subjects with plural verbs.

Has either of the girls seen that movie?

Any one of my friends is good at something.

Pronoun-Antecedent agreement:  Biggest problem with the use of they, their, theirs as gender-neutral pronouns with the antecedent person.  This is incorrect in most cases.

Incorrect: If a person wants to go to their locker, they need a pass.

Correct: If a person wants to go to his/her locker, he/she needs a pass.


   If students want to go to their lockers, they need a pass.
English 10B Short Story Grade Form   + ____    +/-​   _____   =  _____
Name ______________________

              100
      Penalties        100

        Initial Score
        or EC        Final Score                        

Ideas/Organization/Voice   (60 points total)

1. Is story 1000-1500 words long?

2. Does the intro capture attention? (-2 if not)

3. Does the story have a definite exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution? (-1 to 10 if no) 

4. Are appropriate transitions used to lead the reader through the story? (-1 to 5 if not)

5. If a flashback is used, are the transitions through space and time smooth? (-1 to 5 if not)

6. Does the story contain description that appeals to at least three of the senses? (-5 if no)

7. Does the story contain realistic dialogue? (-5 if no)

8. Is the main character described using primarily indirect characterization? (-1 to 5 if no)

9. Does the writer use showing instead of telling when describing character, setting, action, etc? (-1 to 10 if no)

10. Does the story include an inciting incident that occurs early in the story? (-2 if no, -5 if none at all)

11. Is the conflict well developed from the inciting incident up to the climax? (-5 if no, -10 if no real conflict)

12.  Is the climax appropriate for the conflict that has been developed? (-5 if no)

13.  Do the falling action and resolution bring a logical conclusion to the story? (-2 if no)

14.  Is the story free of “plot holes” where the story becomes confusing or awkward? (-2 for each)

15.  Does the writer use specific details to liven up the story? (-1 to 5 if no)

16.  Is the narrative voice distinct and unique? (-5 if no)

17. Is the story told in only one point of view? (-5 if not)

18. Is the entire story told in either past or present tense? (-1 to 10 for errors)

Sentence Fluency and Word Choice (30 points)

19. Does the writer vary sentence beginnings and structures throughout the paper?

20. Are sentences of different lengths used consistently? (not all short or long sentences)

21. Are sentences crafted so that the story would sound good when read aloud?

22. Are short sentences/ideas combined when possible?

23. If used, do short sentences contribute to suspense of a particular moment in the story?

24. Does the writer avoid run-ons and fragments? 

25. Does the writer’s word choice reflect careful planning, revision, and creativity?

26. Does the writer consistently use strong verbs?

27. Does the writer use image-evoking words to describe character, setting, and action?

28. Does the writer avoid clichés?

29. Does the writer avoid using words incorrectly or inappropriately?

Conventions/Presentation   (10 points)

*Errors in spelling, fragments, run-ons, word choice, punctuation, sentence-construction, verb tense, number, pronoun reference, etc.: (-1 per 2 errors)

*Standard margins, Times New Roman font, double spaced, proper heading, etc. (-1 per error)


Due-Date Penalties

*Final Paper turned in late: -10% per day  _________ 

Plagiarism Penalties

*Using another’s words or ideas without any attempt to give credit.
Zero Credit on Assignment. 

Extra Credit

* Up to 5 points extra for a creative, artistic cover page


Overall Rating for Originality of Ideas ______/5

Overall Rating for Organization ______/5

Overall Rating for strength of Voice ______/5

Overall Rating for Sentence Fluency ______/5

Overall Rating for Word Choice ​​​​______/5

Overall Rating for Conventions ______/5

(5=Excellent, 4=Good, 3=Acceptable, 2=Poor, 1=Very Poor)

Comments

PAGE  
8

