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UNIT 3
A History Exhibit

Introductory Activities
 Watch Baa at the Sun, Sing to the Moon (25 minutes). Discuss

the following questions after the video:
 What is a tradition? What are the two traditions shown

in this movie?
 In this story, the sheep baa at the sun to remember a

past event. Why is this event important? How did the
event change their lives?

 Why did the residents of Panwapa Island carry-out their
tradition?

 Why did the sheep and Azibo both have problems with
each other’s traditions?

 How did the residents of Panwapa Island solve these
problems?

 What are some traditions in your family? Why are they
important to you?

 Why should we respect other people’s traditions?
 What are some events that you remember?
 How has history affected the traditions in your

community?
 Build a Tradition (20 minutes). Discuss what makes certain

practises “traditions”. For instance, talk about how traditions are
meaningful and important to people, and are often passed down from
one generation to the next. A tradition might involve making certain
crafts or foods, is usually repeated periodically and can involve
friends and family. Remind students that there are traditions in
Panwapa as well. For example, Panwapa residents have a sing-along
every Saturday night in the gazebo to honour how they first came
together as a community; and the sheep baa at the sun once a week
to give thanks for having arrived safely at Panwapa Island.

Invite students to share their family traditions. Then ask them
to work together to create a tradition for every time the class or
group convenes. Start implementing the tradition during every class.
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Information Booth Project #3
A History Exhibit (time varies based on individual projects). Create a
museum exhibit with photographs, art and artifacts that represent a timeline
of your community, to include:

 timelines of events in your community (use the “Community
Timeline” handout to describe single events; then attach handouts
chronologically to make a larger timeline);

 artifacts that symbolize historical events or time periods in the
community (use the “Artifact Plate” handout to write up museum-
style information about the artifacts you choose; ideally, plates
should be copied on cardstock and displayed next to artifacts in the
exhibit);

 comic book strips or posters illustrating historical events in the
community; and

 videotaped, audio-taped or transcribed oral history interviews with
members of the community.

Preparation:
 As a group, read about your community in history books.
 Visit archives and libraries and look at old newspapers and other

historical documents.
 Interview relatives and friends about their memories of the

community.

Research Guidelines:
 Visit museums and archives to learn about historical events in the

community and get ideas about how to present your exhibit.
 Interview community members about their memories.

Extension activities:
 Create a history book about your community.
 Create an historical documentary about a place or time in your

community.

Reflection Questions
 What did you learn about your community that you didn’t know

before?
 How does what you learned change your view of your community?
 What information did you find out that surprised you? Why was it

surprising?
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Community Timeline

What happened and why:

When it happened:

Where it happened:Who was there: How it affects us now:
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Artifact Plate

Name of Object:

Date Object Was Created:

Description of Object:

What the Object Teaches Us About History:


