Strutting Into 2nd Grade
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Grade Level- 1

Subject- LA and Creative Arts

Objectives: students will learn the life cycle and common facts about chickens through reading, discussion, and observations. Students will practice cutting skills, following oral and written directions in the creation of their paper bag chicken.

Lesson:

Begin the lesson by reading the book “Chicken Little” by Laura Rader- Discuss the book and the main character- Who was the main character? What was interesting about the main character? Have the students write a short journal describing the character in the story.

Watch the movie- “Chicken Little” Create a Venn Diagram and discuss what the movie and the book had in common and what was different. Post the complete Venn-Diagrams in the hall. 

Next, read the book “Egg to Chick” by: Millicent Selsam. As a group, discuss the steps it takes to have a baby chick. Discuss how the chicken starts as a tiny egg, which grows into an embryo, which grow into a chick which hatches in only 21 days.

Contact your local extension office if you are interested in setting eggs in your classroom. Most offices will supply you with incubator, brooder, and eggs. This is a great experience for the children. If you choose to do this- make sure you count your days and plan for the eggs to hatch on a weekday!
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Next, discuss how to care for chickens. What do they need? Where do they live? What do they eat? Create a KWL chart- fill out the Know and What we Want to know parts of the charts- Then read “From Egg to Chicken” by: Dr. Gerald Legg. Complete the chart as a class. Allow the children to reflect in their journals about something they learned about caring for chickens. Also, complete a chicken parts labeling worksheet. This one is a little advanced. 
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Using plastic Easter eggs- Create a “Care for an Egg- Eggster” project. Each student will create their own egg to care for. They will be responsible for bathing them, feeding them, and allowing them to have a little fun. (This is great for their writing skills. They are required to fill this paper out everyday and return it to school) We put little red paper hearts inside the eggs- the kids thought that was really cool! After a week- We pretended like it was time for the eggs to hatch!


Then, We made our Paper bag Chickens= These are really easy to make- All you need is brown and/or white paper bags. Red and Yellow construction paper for the comb, beak, and feet- And black paint for the eyes- 

Use the paper bag chickens to create a chicken coop in the hallway – Title it “We’re Strutting into 2nd Grade!”  
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