Lesson Plans

Unit: Food, Health and Nutrition
                                                          Lesson 24

Targeted Language Progress Indicators 

•  Students speak and write vocabulary words associated with the Day of the Dead celebrations.

•  Students describe illustrations of culturally authentic objects.

Targeted Cultural Progress Indicators
•  Students create illustrations of culturally authentic objects.

Targeted Wyoming Content Strands for Other Disciplines

Language Arts Content Standard #1 ~ Reading
•  6th Grade Benchmark 1.2 Students understand level-appropriate technical and subject-specific vocabulary.

	Language Structures to Teach/Review


	Culture to Teach/Review

√  Products, practices and perspectives associated with Mexican Day of the Dead celebrations


Focus Vocabulary for this Lesson:

La ofrenda


an offering, refers to the goods set out on the ofrendas

El pan de los muertos

bread of the dead

El papel picado

colorful tissue paper with intricate, festive designs cut out

Día de los Muerttos

Day of the Dead

Día Todos los Santos

All Saints’ Day

El cempazúchiti

a yellow marigold, the symbol of death, also known as 






Cempasuchil

Los angelitos


the souls of the children who have died, literally “little angels”

El mole


a thick sauce made from a variety of ingredients, including





chilis, sesame seeds, herbs, spices, chocolate, fruit.


La bebida


drink

La calavera


skull

Las cañas


sugar cane

La comida


food

Los dulces


candy

Las flores


flowers

Las naranjas


oranges

La cultura


culture

Materials Needed for This Lesson:

√  Koosh ball, or similar soft, lightweight object that students can throw to each other

√  Computer

√  LCD projector

√  Whiteboard,

√  Chalk/markers.

Documents Needed: 


Grade6Unit1.Lesson23PPT1


Grade6Unit1.Lesson24Handout1


Grade6Unit1.Lesson24Handout2


Lesson Steps

Warm-up: Project the DOD vocabulary PPT (See Grade6Unit1.Lesson23PPT1)

that was used in the previous lesson; have the students repeat the vocabulary items after you and ask questions about each frame, such as ¿Qué colores son los papeles picados?, ¿Para quién es esta ofrenda? etc.
Project the DOD vocabulary PPT a second time. Using a Koosh ball, or similar object, throw the ball to a student to ask him/her to identify the projected vocabulary word. If the student doesn’t know the correct answer, s/he can throw the ball to another student. Move through the remaining vocabulary words in this fashion until students have correctly pronounced each word. 

Activity 1: Tell the students they are going to do a crossword puzzle

(Grade6Unit1.Lesson24Handout1) to practice the correct spelling of the new vocabulary.  Distribute the puzzle and have students solve it. Next, have them choose five of the words from the puzzle and draw pictures of them on the back side of the puzzle and label the words. Once they have completed the drawings, have students pair up and show their drawings to each other asking their partners to identify each picture. ¿Qué es este dibujo? Circulate to ensure students are correctly pronouncing the vocabulary words and model correct pronunciation as needed. 

Activity 2: Tell the students that they are going to participate in a team DOD vocabulary word competition. Have students form five teams, or assign teams by rows, etc.  Instruct each team to count off from 1-5 (assuming you have 25 students in the class).   To begin, have all the #1s stand at the board with chalk/markers in hand.  Project and pronounce one of the pictures of the vocabulary from the PPT.  The first team member to correctly spell the vocabulary word on the board earns a point for his/her team. Cycle through all the vocabulary continuing with remaining students. Go through a second round, projecting the image of each vocabulary word; however, this time, don’t pronounce the word. 

Closure: Students choose the best drawing (from the puzzle activity) done by their partners and show it to the class. You can make a comment or two about each drawing, or have the students do so.  For example, “¡Que flores tan encantadoras!”
Extension Activities: (See Grade61Unit.Lessons19-35 Overview)

Notes to the Teacher

See Grade6Unit1.Lesson24Handout2 for the puzzle solution. Puzzle vocabulary words include: angelitos, bebida, calaveras, cañas, cempasúchil, comida, cultura, dulces, flores, naranjas, ofrenda, pan de muertos, y papel picado.
The puzzle was created using www.puzzlemaker.com
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