Sixth Grade Spanish Curriculum

Unit 1: Food, Health & Nutrition 
Overview of Day of the Dead Lessons (#19-35)




Objectives:   Students will recognize that people from various cultural backgrounds have celebrations unique to them. 

· Students will comprehend and communicate through speaking and writing Spanish vocabulary associated with the Day of the Dead holiday.
· Students will recognize that certain values and beliefs may be shared and reinforced through a celebration. 

· Students will understand some of the cultural products, practices and perspectives associated with Day of the Dead celebration.
· Students will compare and contrast the Day of the Dead and Halloween holidays.

· Students will reinforce their language arts, math, social studies and art content skills by making cross-curricular connections to aspects of the Day of the Dead holiday.

At-a-glance Thumbnails of Activities for Lessons 19-35
	Lesson 19
	Day of the Dead (DOD) Portion of the Unit Overview

	Lesson 20
	DOD Vocabulary (Cultural perspectives)

	Lesson 21
	The Spirit of Tio Fernando/El Espiritu de Tio Fernando Children’s book

	Lesson 22
	The Spirit of Tio Fernando/El Espiritu de Tio Fernando Children’s book

Comprehension activities

	Lesson 23
	DOD Vocabulary (Cultural products)

Comprehension activities

	Lesson 24
	DOD Vocabulary (Cultural products) 

Comprehension/production activities

	Lesson 25
	DOD vocabulary – mathematics connections

	Lesson 26
	DOD famous Hispanic person research project introduction

	Lesson 27
	DOD famous Hispanic person research project continuation

Students search for Mexican recipes 

	Lesson 28
	DOD research debriefing; students begin creating their poster ofrendas in family groups

	Lesson 29
	Students complete DOD ofrenda posters

	Lesson 30
	Students make papel picado

	Lesson 31
	Students write calaveras

	Lesson 32
	Students send electronic invitations for class DOD celebration

	Lesson 33
	Students decorate class DOD ofrenda

	Lesson 34
	DOD test

	Lesson 35
	Students present their ofrenda posters for the invited guests during the class DOD celebration


Useful Resources for Day of the Dead Background Information:

Websites
Bibliography of Encyclopedias, Books, Videos and Periodicals can be found at: http://www.palomar.edu/library/DayDead.htm 

AZCentral Website. Available online at: http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/
Features Day of the Dead information, including:  history, events, crafts, food, photos, video, ofrenda, food & home, shopping, glossary, products, for teachers & students, documentary.  Text available in Spanish. 
CL Net Folklore/Customs/Traditions Web Page. (n.d.). Available online at: http://latino.sscnet.ucla.edu/research/folklore.html
LearnNC Website provides information on preparing a classroom Day of the Dead ofrenda.  Available online at:http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/chngmexico/1.2
Miller, C. (n.d.).  Indigenous people wouldn't let 'Day of the Dead' die. Available online at: 

http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/history/, The Arizona Republic.
Salvador, R. J. (2003). What Do Mexicans Celebrate On The Day Of The Dead? Pp. 75-76, In Death and Bereavement in the Americas. Death, Value and Meaning Series, Vol. II. Morgan, J. D. And P. Laungani (Eds.) Baywood Publishing Co., Amityville, New York. 
Available online at: http://www.public.iastate.edu/~rjsalvad/scmfaq/muertos.html
123greetings Website. Available online at:

http://cards.123greetings.com/cgi-bin/search/search.pl?log=webholidays&words=muertos
Books

Ancona, George. Pablo Remembers. Harper Collins, 1st ed. (1993).

Johnston, Tony. The Day of the Dead. Harcourt Children’s Book’s. 1st ed. (1997).

Luen, Nancy & Robert Chapman. A Gift for Abuela. Rising Moon Books (1998).

San Vicente, Luis. Festival of the Day of the Dead. Consortium, Bi-lingual ed. (2002).
Unit 1: Food, Health & Nutrition (Day of the Dead) Sources:

AZCentral Website. Available online at: http://www.azcentral.com/ent/dead/
Casa de Joanna: Language Learning Resources Website. (n.d.). Available online at: http://www.casadejoanna.com/mirror/cs_span.htm#auth

Sánchez, L. & Reid, B. (2004). El Día de los Muertos: A Cultural Scenario for 3rd and 4th Graders. Gulfport, MS School District.
Pretti, A. (1997). Celebrations: Day of the Dead Mini-unit.  Available online at: http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/Byrnes-celebrations/Day.html
Extension Activities: 
1. Clay Pot Skulls

Students paint (with brushes or sponges) small clay pots white and decorate them with as skeletons with paints or markers.  Once the paint on the pots is dry, fill the pots with potting soil and marigold plants or seeds.  

Materials needed:  small clay pots, white and black acrylic paint (assorted colors of acrylic paint such as purple, green and red are optional), sponges to paint the pots white, assorted sizes of paint brushes (fine tip paint brushes are needed to paint designs on the skull), potting soil, marigold seeds/plants.

2. Sugar Skulls 



      


This recipe takes less than an hour to prepare. You can do most of the work ahead of time, and then bring it out at the last minute so that everyone can make his/her own skulls and paint them together.

Sugar Skull Ingredients/Tools Needed: 


2 cups powdered sugar
1 egg white
1 tablespoon of light corn syrup 
1/2 teaspoon of vanilla
1/3 cup of corn starch 
Blue, green, red and yellow food coloring 
1 fine paintbrush
Sift powdered sugar. Mix egg white, syrup and vanilla in a dry, clean bowl. Mix sugar into wet mixture gradually. Mix with fingers until the mixture forms a ball.

Sprinkle cornstarch on table or board. Put the mixture on the table and shape into smooth, manageable ball. Wrap tightly in plastic and chill until ready to use. (Mixture will keep for months.)

Use plenty of cornstarch when making skulls or other shapes. When the figures are dry, color them as you wish.
3. Day of the Dead Mural                                                                                                             As a class, students create a mural on butcher paper depicting objects representative of Day of the Dead celebrations. The mural can be displayed in the classroom, or in a prominent place in the school building.
4. 
Day of the Dead Posters                                                                                                         Have students design posters that display the parts of the Día de los Muertos celebration that are most significant to them. Use these posters to decorate the room as the celebration approaches. 
5.  Making/Decorating Salt Dough Skulls                                                                                                                      Salt Dough Recipe (taken from Kids Create - Arts and Crafts by Lori Carlson)          
Ingredients Needed: 

· 1 cup flour 

· 1 tablespoon salad oil 

· 1 cup water 

· 1/2 cup salt 

· 2 teaspoons cream of tartar 

· Combine all ingredients in a large saucepan. Use a wooden spoon to stir over medium heat. Stir constantly to prevent sticking. The mixture will be soupy for several minutes and then suddenly it will stick together and can be stirred into a ball. When it thickens, remove from heat and continue stirring. Turn the hot ball out onto a floured surface, and begin kneading as it cools. This recipe makes nice soft dough that can be colored brightly with food coloring (if desired). It keeps in the refrigerator or freezer in a covered container. Use it to make small objects which can be air-dried until hard. When dry they can be painted and sprayed with an acrylic sealer. 

6. 
Research the Migration of Monarch Butterflies and Explore their Connection to the Day of the Dead Celebrations.
It is believed that when Monarch butterflies return to Mexico in the autumn after spending their summer in North America, they are thought to bring home the spirits for the Day of the Dead. Watch Maya & Miguel episode "La Calavera." (Consult the following website for further information: http://library.digiguide.com/lib/episode/321018). Every autumn Monarch Butterflies, which have summered up north in the United States and Canada, return to Mexico for the winter protection of the oyamel fir trees. The local inhabitants welcome back the returning butterflies, which they believe bear the spirits of their departed. The spirits to be honored during El Dia de los Muertos.
7.  
Discover Cultural Celebrations around the World                                                               Learn how other cultures celebrate important events by reading: How I Celebrate: A Young Child’s Guide to Celebrations of the World by Pam Robson (Ages 6-10). 
8.  Discover Day of the Dead Books and Give Book Talks                                                   

Have students read books about the Day of the Dead and give book talks. Here are some titles to consider: Pablo Remembers: The Fiesta of the Day of the Dead, by George Ancona; Barrilete: A Kite for the Day of the Dead, by Elisa Amado and Joya Hairs; and Day of the Dead: A Mexican-American Celebration, by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith and Lawrence Migdale. 
9.  Plant Marigolds in Containers around the School Grounds                                                                         

As a class project, have the students plant cempasuchil flowers (marigolds) as soon as possible in the fall. The petals from these flowers can eventually be used to prepare a path for returning souls as Los Dias de Muertos approaches.                                                                                                   
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10.  Class Recipe Book                                                                                                                    

Students submit interesting recipes they would like to try that are typically associated with the Day of the Dead celebrations. The teacher can compile the recipes and create a class recipe book.  Parent volunteers may be interested in preparing some of the dishes to share at a class Day of the Dead celebration.

11.  Day of the Dead Music                                                                                                   

Students listen to and sing along with songs such as La Tumba. (Note:  I need to find this…)
12.  Day of the Dead PowerPoint Presentations/Virtual Day of the Dead Ofrendas                                                          

Students prepare PowerPoint presentations sharing what they found to be most interesting and meaningful about the Day of the Dead holiday.  Students could also prepare virtual Day of the Dead ofrendas paying homage to someone that has passed away whom they admire or who has influenced their lives.  
13. Travel Brochure                                                                                                      

Students create travel brochures featuring Day of the Dead celebrations in places such as  Oaxaca, Mexico.  The brochure could highlight cultural activities associated with the holiday as well as information about the city itself.

14.  Send Day of the Dead E-cards
       Students can send Day of the Dead e-greetings to friends, etc. by using the following   

       website: http://cards.123greetings.com/cgibin/search/search.pl?log=webholidays&words=muertos
15.  Aztec God Research/Poster Presentation Project                                                                        

Students research Aztec gods and prepare a poster presentation to share with classmates           using the following site:  http://home.freeuk.com/elloughton13/aztecgod.htm                        
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16.  Classroom Gallery Walk

       Using the Internet or other sources, students locate and print photos associated with Day of  

       the Dead celebrations and place them around the classroom to simulate an art gallery.  

       Students take turns playing the role of docents to describe what is portrayed in each picture 

       and explain its cultural significance for classmates and invited guests.  Food items typically   

       associated with the Day of the Dead holiday can be provided as refreshments during the  

       gallery walk.  

            Useful websites to consult for this activity include:  

       
http://www.pbase.com/pnd1/festivals

http://www.csusm.edu/spanish/dayofdead.htm

            http://www.aboutnatia.com/travel/mex/mex_dead.htm

            http://gomexico.about.com/od/festivalsholidays/ig/Day-of-the-Dead/cross.htm

17.  La Katrina Stories/Skits


        Students color pictures of the La Katrina, or “Lady Death” who is often depicted in  

        Victorian dress and the esqueletos provided below and create and present a story/skit about  
        the “characters” represented in the pictures.  Stories can be created as a class, in pairs, 

        or in small groups.  Students can bring in props and costumes to be used in acting out their 

        stories/skits.
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