The United States Government and the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

Class Length: 1 Class Meeting

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Identify and explain the major arguments for and against the North American Free Trade Agreement.

Materials:

· Information on NAFTA (cites referenced)

Procedures:
Students will receive text describing the history and pertinent information on the North American Free Trade Act from: 

· The University of Texas Press:

· Chapter 2: The Origins and Importance of NAFTA

· Chapter 5: Jobs, Jobs, Jobs: The NAFTA Numbers Game

· Canada’s Exportsource.ca:

· Section 4.2

· The U.S. Department of Agriculture:

· Foreign Agriculture Service

Students will consider the following questions:

1. Is NAFTA having the desired effect on the world economy?

2. What parts of the agreement are positive/negative? 
3. What are the some of the potential future effects of NAFTA? 
· It is December 1993, and NAFTA is soon to become a global concept put into action.  Students will take the role as either NAFTA’s advertisement manager or a private company anti-government regulated trade.  
· For each perspective, students will create a brochure highlighting their organization’s arguments (PRO/CON NAFTA).  Students must keep in mind that many different nations, organizations, economists, and politicians have different thoughts about NAFTA’s plausibility.  Students need to reach ALL parties interested or on the fence. 
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