Right to Privacy—Fourth Amendment of the Constitution
Class Length: 2 Class Meetings

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Learn about and apply their understanding of the Fourth Amendment.

2.   Define and explain the terms:  reasonable search/seizure, sanctity of a man's house, right to privacy.
3.   Draft a law, paying close attention appropriate word usage and voice.

4.   Learn the value of group work and understand proper leadership and listening skills.

Materials:

· Government textbook

· Copy of the US Constitution (cited reference #1)
· Sample warrant document (cited reference #2)
Procedures:
The teacher will start a conversation about what rights the students believe they have as citizens of the USA.  They will consider the following:

· What do citizen rights have to do with democracy?

The teacher will explain the following story and ask for the students’ reaction:  There has been a series of burglaries in your school—many students’ schoolbags have been taken.  Johnny is a student who has been known for causing problems in the classroom: he bullies other students, misuses school property, and has been given detention on a number of occasion.  The school administration have a hunch that Johnny may have been taking the school bags, and get a janitor to pry open and go through his locker.  Sure enough the administration finds 3 different bags that are not his own.  Johnny is called into the Principal’s office to be reprimanded.  

Students will note all pertinent information of the story; who, what, where when, why, how, and details they deem important, any confusion they have.  The teacher will guide the conversation to consider the following point:

· Johnny’s rights

· Johnny’s past offenses

· Administrations rights

· Administrations actions

Students will then be handed an official warrant document and examine its contents.  After reviewing it, with the teacher’s guidance, they will apply the official contents, rights of both the victim and perpetrator, and the over all processes to the class described in at the beginning of the class.

The teacher will then distribute a copy of the Fourth Amendment, and students will note how the Constitution is prepared to handle such cases as read by the teacher.  Students will compare and contrast the word choice, voice, and intensions of the Constitution with the warrant, using a Venn diagram (for information on the purpose and demonstration of a Venn diagram, refer to previous lesson from Unit 1, Section D, Rome vs. Athens— Rome vs. Athens—Comparing and Contrasting a Democratic and Republic System of Government)

After analyzing the two documents and applying it to the case discussed, the students, together, will script an overarching law for classroom conduct as it applies to property and privacy. The students may not agree on the contents of this law: some may favor right to privacy, some might favor right to security.

The class will then be divided into two groups based on their opinions, and be guided through a debate on which side’s argument is more worthwhile.

Students will be assigned a persuasive essay debate the necessary use or abuse of US government spying programs on its citizens.  
To further bring understanding to the Fourth Amendment and its legal issues, the teacher will invite an attorney, police officer, or other professional who deals with such issues on daily basis.  Every student will develop at least one thoughtful and appropriate question for the speaker, to be pre-screened by the teacher.
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