How Congress Works
Class Length: 1 Class Meeting

 

Objectives:
Students will be able to:

1. Define the term bicameral.

2. Describe the role of the U.S. Congress in American government as set forth in the United States Constitution
3. Explain why a Congress was created with a House of Representatives and a Senate, each with different roles.

Materials:
· Internet 
· Overhead Projector 

Terms:

· Bicameral system

Procedures:
Students use the Internet (cite references #1, 2) or their government textbooks to discover how a bicameral legislative branch came about and why Congress was organized in the manner it is.  Students will take notes on the history of this system and the process.

Students will divide into groups and work to create a children’s book that explains the history of Congress and the logic behind its organization.  Groups will have assigned and/or shared roles:

· Illustrators

· Data collectors

· Editors

· Creative Directors   

The groups must work together to find “simple” and “fun” ways to explain this information, always remembering their audience will be young children.
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