The Executive and Legislative Branches
Class Length: 1 Class Meeting

Objectives:
Students will be able to:

1. Examine and find the significance of Article I, Section 7, and Article II, Sections 2 and 3, of the U.S. Constitution; 
2. Explain the President’s role in the lawmaking process; and 
3. Define the term veto. 

Materials Needed
· Internet

· Overhead Projector 
· Copies of the U.S. Constitution
Terms:

· Separation of powers

· Veto:

· Presidential

· Pocket
Procedures:
Teacher will distribute copies of the U.S. Constitution to students.  They will read Article II, Sections 2 and 3. As a class, list the powers of the President, as stated in the Constitution. 

Students will consider the following question:

· Does the U.S. Constitution give the President authority to create laws?


Teacher will review that the Constitution states that the President’s role is:

· Not making laws, but executing and enforcing laws made by Congress.

· Vetoing any law passed by Congress.

Teacher will use an overhead projection device displaying the Legislative Process: (refer to http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/d_three_sections_with_teasers/process.htm for this resource).

Teacher will discuss the concept of separation of powers:

· Executive branch was designed to have the authority to carry out its responsibilities, but its powers were limited to the point that it could not dominate the decision-making process of the other branches of government (legislative, judicial)

· Branches share powers, e.g. the Presidential Veto. 
Students  will read Article I, Section 7, of the U.S. Constitution. Teacher will review how a bill can become a law (refer to http://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/legprocessflowchart.pdf for instructional assistance):

· President of the United States must sign a bill first

· President has the power to veto the bill, i.e. send it back to Congress with objections and visions 
· In order for a bill to become a law, two-thirds of both houses of Congress must override the Presidential veto.

· President must respond and return the bill within 10 days or the bill will become a law if Congress is in session; the bill expires if Congress is not in session—this is referred to as a pocket veto.
Students will research past Presidents and their use of the power of veto (students can refer to the House of Representatives website to assist them in this process: http://clerk.house.gov/histHigh/Congressional_History/vetoes.php.) 
Students will chose one President and describe his use of the veto.  Students will compare their choice with the current President.  Student will notice the power of Presidential veto has increased significantly over time.  

Teacher will present the following:

· The concepts of The System of Checks and Balances and Separation of Powers, as reviewed, are designed to balance out the powers of the United States government.  However, it appears that today the Executive Branch of government is shifting the power in its favor.  Do you think this is the case? Who do you think has the “most power” in the United States government? Use examples to support your answer. Consider how the system works.  Consider the U.S. government response to the War on Terror.  
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