Interviews with The Fathers

Class Length: 1 class meeting

Objectives:
Students will be able to:

1. Demonstrate critical thinking skills in developing interview questions.

2. Adhere to the principles of group work.

3. Identify the motivations for a new structure of government of the Founding Fathers. 

Materials Needed

· Founding Fathers and the Constitution documents (cited reference)
Procedures:
The class will be divided into groups of four, each assigned with a different Founding Father: George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, James Madison, or Alexander Hamilton.

Students will be asked to place themselves in the shoes of the media covering the event of the signing of the Constitution in 1787.  As journalists and reporters, they have four major interviews to prepare (the different assigned group members). To prepare for their reporting assignments, students will research these men and their careers using their textbooks, the library and/or texts from the Internet. 

After their research the students will be required to develop four critical questions regarding the careers and motivations of the four Founding Fathers.
Students will present their questions to each group and the class. Students in each group will play the interviewer, keeping the demeanor of a reporter and journalist integrity, and interviewee, responding to the questions as their Founding Father would have. 
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